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INTRODUCTION

The last stage cited dates back to 2024 and refers to the Italian and American investigation that arose from my

transmission of Bevilacqua's genetic profile

to the American authorities in charge of the Zodiac case. The investigative activity was reportedly initiated by the San

Francisco and Vallejo police departments, and the Napa County Sheriff's Office .

In November 2023, with the help of researcher Daniele Trinchieri , I forwarded Bevilacqua's DNA profile to the law

enforcement agencies investigating the American serial killer, requesting a verification, after receiving authorization for

defense investigations from Siena's deputy prosecutor Nicola Marini .

Assisted by the local judicial police department, prosecutor Marini had obtained Bevilacqua's DNA with his consent in 2020 as

part of the investigation into the 1997 murder of taxi driver Alessandra Vanni.

Before 2023, Bevilacqua's DNA had never been compared to the profiles extracted from the Zodiac case samples or those in

the FBI database. Even

a partial match and other evidence could have determined the outcome of my trial for alleged defamation of Bevilacqua,

which has been underway by the Florence Prosecutor's Office since 2018.

The Prosecutor's Office decided not to inform Judge Serafina Cannatà of the possible evidence in my favor acquired in

2024, and on December 5th, I was convicted of defamation. The two-year prison sentence requested by the Prosecutor's

Office was reduced by the judge to a fine and compensation for three of Bevilacqua's relatives.

Unable to appeal a sentence on the merits and without receiving a response from the Prosecutor's Office to my

requests to share evidence, I renounced the appeal to the Supreme Court , and the conviction became final in 2025.

I will request a review of the trial for an acquittal on the merits.

https://ostellovolante.com/2025/03/18/breaking-news-ongoing-investigation-into-joe-bevilacqua-zodiac-monster-of-florence-link/
https://ostellovolante.com/2024/01/16/il-profilo-genetico-di-joe-bevilacqua-inviato-alle-autorita-usa/
https://www.lanazione.it/firenze/cronaca/zodiac-inchiesta-ac95cac1
https://ostellovolante.com/2025/03/27/zodiac-mostro-condanna-francesco-amicone-joe-bevilacqua/


The American Cemetery in Florence, where Bevilacqua worked between July 1974 and December 1988. Credit: Meriadoc Brandibuck

Since the beginning of my investigation (2017-2026), I have gathered a wealth of information useful to law enforcement . I

did not immediately disclose it in its entirety so as not to benefit Bevilacqua, who died four and a half years after his confession

was reported.

The results of my journalistic research have been attached to two complaints and related additions . I have also forwarded

them to the US authorities , and they are included in the documents of my defamation trial .

I shared documents and information with the Florence Prosecutor's Office especially from 2018 to 2022, before my

indictment and the death of the 87-year-old Italian-American at the end of that year .

On March 1, 2022, based on the material I had gathered, my lawyers Simona Buccheri and Patrizia Gottini asked Luca Turco

, Deputy Prosecutor of Florence, to conduct an in-depth investigation into Bevilacqua by contacting the American

authorities in charge of the Zodiac investigation.

Unfortunately, it was to no avail.

The minutes certifying the filing of my documentation and the investigations of the Carabinieri in the investigation into

Bevilacqua for the Monster murders, archived in 2021 and resulting from my complaint, as well as the reports to the US law



enforcement agencies , are available to the reader on this page .

Connections between Bevilacqua and the San Francisco area. Details in chapters 5–10.

1. ZODIAC AND THE MONSTER OF FLORENCE

https://ostellovolante.com/investigative-records-joe-bevilacqua/


January 2017

A strange dream makes me interested in the Monster of Florence case.

A few weeks pass and I propose a report on the serial killer to Alessandro Giuli , the new editor of the weekly Tempi founded

by my father Luigi .

Like many who have taken an interest in the case in recent years, I wonder if there is an alternative truth to the judicial one.

In 2000, the accusations against the farmer Pietro Pacciani and the final conviction of the so-called "drinking buddies," Mario

Vanni and Giancarlo Lotti , for some of the murders attributed to the "couple maniac," have in fact produced a partial

judicial truth .

Pietro Pacciani. According to the final verdicts in the trial of the "buddys," the main perpetrator of the crimes

Many experts on the case, including magistrates, have doubts about the outcome of those trials. Among the skeptical

members of the judiciary are Francesco Ferri , president of the Assize Court, who acquitted Pacciani on appeal in 1996; Piero

Tony , deputy prosecutor general, and Daniele Propato , prosecutor general, who represented the prosecution in the appeal,

requesting the acquittal of the "cronies" for the Monster murders .

On the other side, the public prosecutor Piero Luigi Vigna and the prosecutor Paolo Canessa , both convinced that they are

on the right path.

Giancarlo Lotti, first witness, then accused

Zodiac

After initial investigations, I suspect that behind the Monster , whose main activity in the province of Florence dates back to



the 1980s, may be hidden “Zodiac” , an American serial killer made famous by the letters and coded messages he sent to the

press.

Zodiac struck in the San Francisco area in the late 1960s. Like the Monster, he attacked secluded couples seeking intimacy in

isolated areas, dirt roads and country lay-bys, the so-called lovers' lanes .

In more than half a century, law enforcement agencies in San Francisco, Vallejo , Solano and Napa counties have

investigated dozens of people but have never arrived at the name of a solid and shared suspect (the best known is Arthur

Leigh Allen ), much less led to a trial , unlike in the Monster case.

Despite the quantity of letters sent to the press, neither calligraphy expert Sherwood Morrill nor his successors have

managed to identify a subject with a handwriting entirely compatible with that of the Zodiac.

On the left, the identikit of a suspicious man is used as an "icon" of the

Monster. Only the face of Zodiac, on the right, is definitely attributable to

the mass murderer.

The Monster and the Zodiac are chronologically compatible .

Their activity, as detected by law enforcement, takes place in two distinct periods.

1968 – 1974 → Zodiac (other suspicious murders between '62 and '70);

1974 – 1985 → Monster (connected to evidence of a '68 crime, other suspicious murders starting in '72).

There are four confirmed Zodiac attacks, distributed in San Francisco and north of the Bay. One dates back to December 20,

1968. This is the only one for which no immediate claim of responsibility was made. The other three occurred between July

and October 1969 .

Identikit of the Zodiac from the Lake Berryessa attack on September 27, 1969. The words "big stomach" are prominently displayed in capital letters.

https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Killer_dello_Zodiaco
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lovers%27_lane


The serial killer at the time was a young man aged between 25 and 45 , according to eyewitness accounts. He was stocky

and had a large face , the first surviving victim, Michael Mageau , told Vallejo police officer Ed Rust. He had a stocky

physique and a prominent stomach , Bryan Hartnell stated in his interview with John Robertson (Napa County Sheriff's

Department), as highlighted in the draft of his identikit (previous image). The testimonies of three teenagers in San Francisco,

summarized in a report by Officer Armand Pelissetti (San Francisco Police Department), confirm his height and build, but once

again his hair color changed , which was now “reddish brown ,” while in Vallejo it was “almost blonde” and at Lake Berryessa

“dark brown .” Perhaps he used some kind of dye. In an interview with KPIX, Hartnell claimed that Zodiac was of medium-

short height. According to Vallejo and San Francisco detectives (next image) , he is 5' 8" tall . Napa County Sheriff's officers

raise his height by a few inches.

https://zodiackillerfacts.com/gallery/displayimage.php?album=77&pid=927#top_display_media
https://zodiackillerfacts.com/gallery/displayimage.php?album=35&pid=255#top_display_media
https://zodiackillerfacts.com/gallery/thumbnails.php?album=82
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CbIFAeMVOUM


Zodiac's identikit from October 18, 1969. He is 5' 8" tall. His hair is described as brown with a probable "red" tinge. The serial killer claims to have disguised himself.

I'll go into more detail in Chapter 13.

The serial killer sent around twenty letters, mostly to the San Francisco Chronicle , ending in 1974.

His murders could be many more than those confirmed. He himself gradually provides much higher counts in his messages,

although the police believe he exaggerates to give himself prominence. In his last letter, he claims 37 .

There are connections or similarities with at least three unattributed murders (as of 2023), two located in Southern

California (chapters "Riverside" and "Water Theory" ), and one on Lake Tahoe (chapter "Parad-ice" ). In one case (Riverside),

he confirms his responsibility. In another (Lake Tahoe), he may allude to his responsibility in a postcard. In both cases, the



evidence dates back to two messages from March 1971, the last before a long three-year hiatus and the "farewell" letter of

1974.

Click to enlarge. Map of confirmed Zodiac attacks

The Zodiac activity observed can be divided as follows.

1968

– Double homicide of Betty Lou Jensen and David Faraday , Lake Herman Road, Benicia

1969

– Assault of Darlene Ferrin and Michael Mageau (survivor), Blue Rocks Spring Park, Vallejo



– Assault of Cecilia Shepard and Bryan Hartnell (survivor), Lake Berryessa

– Murder of Paul Stine , Washington and Cherry Streets, San Francisco

– Various letters from July

1970

– Letters between April and October

1971

– Two letters in March

1972 – 1973

– No activity found

1974

– Only and last letter in January

On July 31, 1969, the Zodiac's first encrypted message was delivered, divided into three parts and enclosed in three letters, to

three San Francisco Bay Area newspapers: the Vallejo Times-Herald , the San Francisco Examiner , and the Chronicle , which was

the primary recipient of his correspondence.

The text, deciphered by Bettye and Donald Harden, read as follows:

“ I like killing people because it’s a lot of fun it’s more fun than killing game in the forest because man is the most dangerous

animal of all / killing gives me the most exciting experience / it’s even better than fucking a girl / the best part is that when I die I

will be reborn in heaven and all the ones I killed (sic) will become my slaves / I won’t give you my name because you would try

to slow down or stop my collection of slaves for the afterlife… Ebeorietemethhpiti .”

I deciphered the final anagram using the keyword “paradice.”

Between 1971 and 1974, Zodiac remained silent. His last attributed message was dated January 29, 1974. He

no longer calls himself “Zodiac” but conceals his identity in a riddle, a passage about a drowning from Gilbert and Sullivan’s

“The Mikado” (chapter “Firma” ).

Lake Berryessa. One of the locations of Zodiac attacks.

Two anonymous letters sent in the following months are considered potentially his in two FBI analyses from 1974.

February 3, the author calls himself “a friend” ;

May 8, the anonymous person signs himself “a citizen . ”

https://ostellovolante.com/2022/06/02/paradice-chiave-messaggio-cifrato-z408-zodiac-killer/
https://ostellovolante.com/exorcist-letter-january-29-1970/
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/fbi-zodiac-possible-letters-1974.jpg
https://ostellovolante.com/letter-from-a-friend-february-3-1974/
https://ostellovolante.com/friend-citizen-letters-february-3-and-may-8-1974/
https://ostellovolante.com/friend-citizen-letters-february-3-and-may-8-1974/


In analyzing the second letter, the FBI cites a third letter sent in July signed “red phantom,” which, according to Bureau

experts, is likely not from Zodiac .

1991. Zodiac Profile of FBI Agent Larry Ankrom – Vallejo Police Department

In 1991, retired Vallejo detective George Bawart ( source ) contacted psychiatrist Larry Ankrom of the FBI's renowned

behavioral unit , who would also be consulted on the Monster case (chapter "The Search Begins" ).

Ankrom, paraphrased from a police report, states that Zodiac:

"...he probably gets as much pleasure from ridiculing the police about his murders as he does from killing and reliving the

murders."

And he adds that the murders “are continuing .” The only reasons he can imagine why this might not be the case are that:

"...he moved away from the area , or he died, or the police came very close to catching him."

“What is Zodiac doing now?” “Where is Zodiac?” asks the Napa Register nearly two years after his disappearance.

https://zodiackillerfacts.com/PsychPortraits.htm
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Behavioral_Analysis_Unit


Monster of Florence

The Monster crimes are seven double homicides against secluded couples in the province of Florence , committed with the

same .22 caliber firearm , probably a Beretta pistol.

Click to enlarge. Map of the "Monster Crimes." The double homicide in Signa, whose attribution is uncertain, is highlighted in purple.

The Monster's confirmed criminal activity follows.

1974

– Murders of Stefania Pettini and Pasquale Gentilcore , Fontanine di Rabatta

1975 – 1980

– No activity found

1981

– Murders of Carmela De Nuccio and Giovanni Foggi , Mosciano

– Murders of Susanna Cambi and Stefano Baldi , Calenzano

1982

– Murders of Antonella Migliorini and Paolo Mainardi , Baccaiano

1983

– Murders of Wilhelm Friedrich Horst Meyer and Uwe Jens Rüsch , Via dei Giogoli, Florence



1984

– Murders of Pia Rontini and Claudio Stefanacci , Vicchio

1985

– Murders of Nadine Mauriot and Jean-Michel Kraveichvili , Via Scopeti, San Casciano

– Message to Silvia Della Monica from San Piero a Sieve after the last crime

The date of the first crime in '81 hides an anagram

From 1974 to 1981 , the Monster remained mysteriously inactive . He returned to kill a couple on June 6, 1981. The murder is

similar to the previous one in 1974 in that the same gun was used and the disfigurements on the female victim's body.

In the first crime in 1974, the Monster inflicted nearly a hundred cuts on the murdered girl's skin. In the 1980s, when

possible, he removed her pubic area ; in the last two cases, he also removed her left breast .

It's possible that the mutilations were inspired by the film "Maniac" ( more on this here ).

The date that the Monster chose to return to kill in 1981 is perhaps not a coincidence . In the Scandicci crime there is a

disturbing (presumed) coincidence that went unnoticed until 2025, when a user of the Facebook group “The Monster of

Florence”, Adriano Giannini , realised that the date of the crime , 6 June 1981 (6.6.1981) , is an anagram of the Florentine

license plate number of the victims' car, “986116” .

June 6, 1981 is an anagram of Giovanni Foggi's license plate number, "986116." It's unlikely to be a coincidence.

The '68 connection

In the summer of 1982, after the Monster's fourth known attack, the murders of a pair of lovers, Barbara Locci and Antonio

Lo Bianco , were linked to the series of murders on a street in Signa on the night of August 22 , 1968. Her young son, Natale



Mele , lying in the back seat of the car that had been hit by bullets from a .22 caliber pistol along with the couple, survived the

ambush unharmed . After the attack, "Natalino" walked away from the crime scene to a nearby house.

August 23, 1968. La Nazione on the Locci-Lo Bianco crime

The murder took place in an environment of Sardinian emigrants . Locci had many lovers, and the hypothesis that jealousy

was the motive is well established .

The connection, which gave rise to the so-called "Sardinian trail ," arose from the discovery of five shell casings and five

bullets fired from the serial killer's gun in one of the folders containing the file of the confessed Stefano Mele , Barbara

Locci's husband. The Mele trial concluded with a second appeal in Perugia in 1973.

December 13, 1989. Motivation for the Rotella ruling, excerpt from Chapter IV. The document can be found at this link.

The discovery of the shell casings and bullets in Signa isn't so unusual . A legal expert in 2018 will tell me that every now and

then, envelopes containing small pieces of evidence, including bullets and shell casings, are found in old criminal files in

Italian courts.

Specifically in the Mostro case, the importance of the discovery, which could provide direction to the investigation by linking a

series of murders to a previous one, necessitates thorough investigations.

The fact that the evidence is among the trial papers and not in the evidence office , where it should have been kept, means

that for an indeterminate period of time between 1968 and 1982, it was at the mercy of anyone who consulted the file,

including the parties and, if desired, even the defendant. The doubt about its provenance is legitimate and cannot be taken

lightly .

Are these really the shell casings and bullets from 1968? Or did someone replace them with evidence from the Monster?

The ballistics report on the double homicide in Signa does not contain microscopic photographs that would provide

certainty about the identity of the findings, but rather generic descriptions . A comparison with the cartridge cases and

bullets found in the case file would be necessary to verify or exclude the hypothesis of a cover-up .

http://quattrocosesulmostro.blogspot.com/p/contenuti-scaricabili.html


This check appears to be carried out only on an "informal" level . No opinion will be drawn up by a ballistics consultant on

this matter ( until 2023 ).

Two advertisements in local US newspapers from the 1970s demonstrate how easily available the probable weapon and ammunition used by the Monster were.

The discovery of the evidence

How investigators came to hypothesize the connection in the summer of 1982 will never be fully clarified .

The official version is that a Carabinieri marshal stationed in Florence, Francesco Fiori , remembered the crime and informed

his colleagues. Some of them worked on the case, such as Colonel Olinto Dell'Amico .

Conversely, a request from investigating judge Vincenzo Tricomi dated October 29, 1982, attributes the connection to an

anonymous author.

The Carabinieri deny this.



In 2002, at the request of the journalist Mario Spezi (author with Douglas Preston of the book “Sweet Hills of Blood”), Tricomi

added some details to his version, stating that Fiori had brought to his attention an anonymous note, or rather a newspaper

clipping with a caption.

Spezi and Preston write:

"It could also be that that marshal remembered the crime of '68, but the truth is that we received specific information ." 

"Information? And from whom? What kind of information?" I pressed him, smelling sensational news. 

"A note arrived," Tricomi continued, not at all agitated, "an anonymous note, written in capital letters. In fact, the writing was

on an old newspaper clipping that talked about the murder of '68. It read: Why don't you go and rewatch the Perugia trial

against Stefano Mele?"

On the left, Tricomi's request. On the right, a partial confirmation of the version given by the judge to Spezi (the anonymous source is not cited, only the newspaper

clipping).

Tricomi's version will be strengthened by a discovery made by researcher De Gothia .

On July 20, 1982 , shortly before the finds were officially discovered, an appeal was made to La Nazione by none other than the

Carabinieri investigative unit investigating the Monster, calling on an anonymous person who signed himself "A Friendly

Citizen" to assist the investigators. How this was done is not explained, but it must have been considered important by those

conducting the investigation.



The chronological coincidence between the publication of the appeal to the Citizen Friend and the search for the Mele file is a

given. The conclusion drawn from this is obvious.

The Citizen Friend is the anonymous person who directed the Carabinieri to Signa.

July 20, 1982, The Nation

"A friend" and "a citizen" are the signatures Zodiac may have used in the letters dated February 3 and May 8, 1974 , before

he disappeared from San Francisco.

At that time, the Mele file was being sent to Florence, a year after the final sentence.

https://ostellovolante.com/letter-from-a-friend-february-3-1974/
https://ostellovolante.com/letter-from-a-citizen-may-8-1974/


A citizen, a friend. Zodiac's possible last names. According to FBI expert Larry Ankrom, Zodiac took pleasure in both killing and mocking those investigating him.

Did the gun change hands?

The investigation stemming from the connection with Signa was shelved in 1989 with the acquittal of Mele's suspected

accomplices, his brother Giovanni , Piero Mucciarini , and the brothers Francesco and Salvatore Vinci .

The Monster exonerated them all with his crimes, continuing to strike as they were arrested or placed under surveillance.

Judge Francesco Ferri recalled this in his appeal ruling in the Pacciani trial, which excluded the 1968 murder from the list of

the Monster's crimes.

The mystery of the gun, however, remains. In his acquittal,

investigating judge Mario Rotella hypothesized that the weapon was transferred from the perpetrator(s) of the 1968 murder

to the Monster.

Could this be the case?

Whatever the answer, the Mele trial has never been reviewed and no definitive sentence to date will attribute the '68 crime

to the serial killer .

It should be noted that the solution to what was defined as "a mind-blowing enigma" in an interview with Enzo Biagi by the

deputy prosecutor Francesco Fleury , who was in charge of the file on the Monster in the 1980s together with his colleagues

Piero Luigi Vigna and Paolo Canessa , could be another.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hZ0tsXYAE5g_gOVaETk8v5YKz4OBuqXI/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qIQITuMM8z0


The Monster's possible weapon, a Beretta 70 series, may have been

purchased abroad.

Breaking the chain of custody

The hypothetical transfer of the Signa weapon prevents us from a priori ruling out suspects with an alibi for the '68 case .

However, serious doubts remain as to how this transfer could have occurred.

On the other hand, the possible suspects of '68 have been cleared by the Monster , although some suspect that Salvatore

Vinci may have eluded the Carabinieri surveillance in '85, even if this seems unlikely.

To unravel this tangle, we must find the main crux.

Where could the error lie?

In the very foundations of the connection. As we have seen, it was taken for granted , after an "informal" and superficial

examination, that the shell casings and bullets from the Monster found in the Mele file actually came from the '68 crime scene.

The questions and answers that follow highlight the gravity of the problem.

1. Does the 1968 ballistics report contain microscopic photographs or other information that could definitively rule out a

substitution of the evidence? No.

2. Does anyone investigating the Monster know when the evidence found in the Mele file was left among the trial papers, at the

mercy of the parties and anyone authorized by a competent magistrate? No.

3. Do you know who put them in the file? No.

4. Do you actually know how long they were in the file between '68 and '82? No.

5. Do you have a list (as of 2023) of the names of those who viewed the file between 1968 and 1982? No.

6. Can you rule out the possibility that a dangerous, cunning, and unidentified individual like the Monster consulted the file

and manipulated the evidence contained therein to mislead the investigation? No.

Nothing rules out a cover-up.

Precisely for reasons of caution, in the United States, Signa's evidence would not be admitted in a trial as evidence of a

connection ( link for more information ).

https://www.joycejulian.com/what-happens-if-the-chain-of-custody-is-broken/


A Florida lawyer and former judge warns that improperly held evidence (like Signa's) can be excluded from a trial.

The movements of the Mele file

The 1968 ballistics report lacks microscopic photographs of the original findings. How can we be sure that those found in the

file are the same ?

To verify whether the Monster's shell casings and bullets were not added to the file retrospectively, replacing the original

findings, it is imperative that investigators:

reconstruct the steps of the tests;

carefully verify the compatibility of the evidence found in the file with those described in the 1968 expert report without

omitting any inconsistencies and/or (as the injured parties will request without being heard) comparing them with a bullet

believed to be in the body of the 1968 victim Antonio Lo Bianco;

By 2023, the comparison between the 1968 expert report and the finds in the file will have been carried out only superficially

and at an "informal" level, without written consultation with an expert.

Nothing rules out the possibility that the 1968 shell casings and bullets were replaced with similar ones from the Monster's

gun, which in reality never fired a shot at Signa. This weapon is compatible with the one hypothesized by the 1968 ballistics

report, used first to produce replicas of the finds and, later, to kill couples in the Florence area starting on September 14,

1974.

I will go into more detail on this topic in the postscript .

The investigative effort to reconstruct the transfers of the artifacts between the 1990s and 2000s yielded scant results.

Commissioner Michele Giuttari and his GIDES team, charged with the Monster investigation, succeeded only in ascertaining

that the Mele trial documents, passed through Perugia for a second appeal, were retransmitted to Florence a few months

before the Monster crimes certainly began, on April 1, 1974. There

is no reference to the evidence found in the file eight years later.

Perhaps they were already inside one of the folders?

Giuttari is one of the few investigators who took the possibility of a cover-up seriously.

In 2024, researcher Dario Quaglia discovered a useful detail about the file's movements.

On June 15, 1972, the file was sent to the Florence court during an investigation into Francesco Vinci , from whom a .22 caliber

revolver had been seized. It had been requested by Florence's deputy prosecutor Carlo Casini , who returned the documents

on June 28. Again, there was no reference to the presence of the evidence found in the Mele file in 1982.

The lawyer for the families of the 1985 victims, Vieri Adriani , attempted to obtain clarification from the Prosecutor's Office on

Quaglia's discovery, but was unable to obtain any information.



June 6, 1994. On the left, Pietro Pacciani. On the right, "witness for the

prosecution" Joe Bevilacqua.

Pacciani and his companions

In the 1990s, the Florence Prosecutor's Office first investigated the farmer Pietro Pacciani , who died awaiting a second

appeal trial in 1998 after a conviction and acquittal, then the so-called "colleagues," Mario Vanni and Giancarlo Lotti . Both

were definitively convicted in 2000, primarily on the basis of Lotti's self-incriminating statements, which proved

contradictory and cumbersome to the objections raised by defense lawyers Nino Filastò and Antonio Mazzeo .

Aside from unverified hypotheses regarding some possible objects belonging to the victims, no evidence will ever be found

linking Pacciani and his friends to the Monster murders. Nor will the murder gun ever be found (as of 2023).

Mario Vanni. In a 2003 prison wiretap, he claimed that the real perpetrator of the crimes was a "black" American named "Ulisse ." Pacciani allegedly met him in a

forest.



Francesco Vinci , the possible owner of the Signa weapon, was killed in the summer of 1993 , a year before the start of the

Pacciani Trial. On August 7, his body and that of his friend Angelo Vargiu were found in the trunk of a car set on fire in the

Pisan countryside , not far from the American military base at Camp Darby . Their charred bodies bore clear traces of torture

.

Vinci was involved in petty crime. What dangerous criminal could have had anything against him?

According to Giovanni Calamosca , an acquaintance of his, Vinci was killed because he knew the secret of the Monster's gun.

Some researchers suspect that the perpetrator of the crime is the serial killer , noting a double coincidence with another

double homicide, that of Milva Malatesta and her son Mirko .

In the early 1980s, Milva, a prostitute by profession, lived near the serial killer's last crime scene on Via Faltignano,

Chiesanuova. Her mother, also a prostitute, frequented Pacciani.

In August 1993, about two weeks after Vinci and Vargiu were found, the car Milva was driving skidded off the road and set on

fire. An empty gas can was found a few meters from the vehicle. Suspicion fell on her then-partner, Nicola Fanetti, and her

husband, Francesco Rubino , who had already been accused of assault and battery, and from whom she had separated a

month earlier. Fanetti was cleared. Rubbino went to trial but was acquitted because he had not committed the crime in 1995.

Francesco Vinci

2. START OF THE RESEARCH

Cunning and skilled

In 1984, the Florence Prosecutor's Office commissioned a group of experts from the University of Modena, composed of

Francesco De Fazio, Salvatore Luberto, and Ivan Galliani , to provide criminological consultancy .

The conclusions of their criminological report indicated that the serial killer was acting alone . His crimes, motivated by

lust, had a sadistic-sexual undertone .

They also wrote:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CVf1Uuj_aOQ
https://www.mostrodifirenze.com/1993/08/19/19-agosto-1993-delitto-di-milva-malatesta-e-suo-figlio-mirko/
https://www.mostrodifirenze.com/1984/12/20/20-dicembre-1984-perizia-de-fazio-1968-1984/


" Methodicality , systematicity, caution, cunning and the ability to leave no trace of oneself , etc. denote a sufficiently

organised personality , probably capable of good integration into the environmental context to which one belongs."

Five years later, at the request of the Florence Prosecutor's Office, the FBI sent a profile compiled by a group of agents from

the Behavioral Unit ( John T. Dunn, Jr., John Galindo, Mary Ellen O'Toole, Fernando M. Rivera, Richard Robley, Charles

Wagner, with the assistance of Special Agent Ronald Walker ). The agents confirmed that the Monster knew the crime scene

well and selected the locations to strike before locating the victims. Furthermore, the agents suggested:

"The offender may have visited the scene to assess the extent of the police investigation through indirect or informal contact

with the police ."

FBI telegrams on the Monster of Florence's profile. In Italy, profiling isn't accepted as evidence, but it could be useful in identifying the culprit.

It's not just the killer's cunning that strikes "the popular imagination," Corrado Augias states in an episode of the Rai program

Telefono Giallo in 1987.

How does the Monster manage to avoid being caught in five years of constantly defying local law enforcement? How does he

avoid making mistakes that any ordinary person would make on their first attempt to kill?

"Numerous" viewers of Telefono Giallo, paraphrased by Augias, observe:

"Too much expertise, too much skill, too much technical knowledge, it must be the police ."

A foreigner?

The 1968 connection comes at a delicate stage of the investigation, distracting investigators from an anomalous fact that had

emerged since the first murders in the 1980s, which had led examining magistrate Tricomi and the Prosecutor's Office to ask

Interpol to conduct investigations into similar crimes abroad .

https://www.nbcnews.com/id/wbna19313866
https://youtu.be/bw98Mp-ZV0A?si=FxPR-w7-WGLuI_8_&t=4248


Both the investigating judge Vincenzo Tricomi (thanks to the researcher Simone D'Angelo ) and the Prosecutor's Office immediately examined the hypothesis that the

serial killer had acted abroad, which was set aside to follow the "Sardinian lead".

Various experts, starting from the first crime in the 1980s, from the anthropologist Tullio Seppilli in 1981 (image below) to the

consultants from the University of Modena consulted by the Prosecutor's Office, highlight how, based on case history, the

double murders of the Monster represent an anomaly in the Italian context, while similar ones can be found in Anglo-

Saxon and Northern European countries .

June 9, 1981, La Nazione interviews

anthropologist Tullio Seppilli on the sidelines

of the double homicide in Scandicci

I wonder if the serial killer could be a foreigner .

According to statistical research from Radford University , nearly 70 percent of known serial killers are American . And the

province of Florence has no shortage of foreign residents.

I only learned about it in 2023 from a short article in the German newspaper Die Welt on August 6, 1984, published by Romina

Saderi on the Facebook group "The Monster of Florence," but it's obligatory to report it.

http://maamodt.asp.radford.edu/Serial%20Killer%20Information%20Center/Serial%20Killer%20Statistics.pdf


The idea of ​​searching for the serial killer among Florence's community of foreign residents was pioneered by the renowned

Italian criminologist Franco Ferracuti .

"...A new theory is now being supported by the famous Italian criminologist Franco Ferracuti . He suspects that the couple

killer may be a foreigner living in Florence, since these murders are anomalous in Italy, while they belong to a category of

crimes in Anglo-Saxon countries . Florence has always been a favorite city for English and American tourists . Ferracuti

advises the police to concentrate their investigations on the colony of foreigners in Florence ..."

Curiously, the book “Coniglio il martedì” by Aurelio Mattei , well known among researchers of the Mostro case because he

gave rise to the hypothesis of a cover-up , was dedicated to Ferracuti , an expert on the United States.

“Criminologist has a new thesis”

Succession

If we exclude the Signa case from the list of the Monster's murders, as the trial sentences and Michele Giuttari , detective in

charge of the investigations since the mid-90s, do, he and Zodiac alternate in 1974. The

American serial killer makes himself heard for the last time at the end of January 1974, sending a letter in which he mentions

the film“The Exorcist” .

The Monster appears in Mugello, north of Florence , seven and a half months later, killing a couple secluded in their car,

Pasquale Gentilcore and Stefania Pettini , on September 14. Five days later , in Milan and Rome, the national premiere of

“The Exorcist” is screened (chapter “Firma” ).

https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franco_Ferracuti
https://ostellovolante.com/exorcist-letter-january-29-1970/
https://ostellovolante.com/2021/07/31/zodiac-killer-mostro-firenze-esorcista-maniac/


Military background

In 1969, various clues led San Francisco detectives Dave Toschi and William Armstrong to believe that Zodiac , known to

most for the messages and ciphers he sent to the press, had a military background (subsequent images).

The hypothesis that Zodiac was a soldier finds agreement among many scholars and enthusiasts on Reddit in the thread

dedicated to the serial killer.

The perception of users who participated in this survey on the Zodiac

subreddit is consistent with various pieces of evidence provided by San

Francisco detectives.

In an FBI telegram dated October 17, 1969, two clues are cited that seem to link Zodiac to a military background.

In the Lake Berryessa attack on September 27, 1969, the serial killer reportedly used a bayonet , according to San Francisco

detectives and their colleagues from the Napa County Sheriff's Department led by Captain Don Townsend .

DOJ document on the '71 Zodiac murders. Excerpts on bayonets and Wing Walkers. Military fingerprints listed as evidence.

Additionally, he left sole prints on the ground which, on the instructions of Probation Officer H.B. Schotte , Napa County

Sheriff's Sergeants Kenneth Narlow and Richard Lonergan assisted by Air Force OSI detectives stationed at Travis AFB

traced to Wing Walkers , boots for climbing on the wings of aircraft sold firsthand to order at military bases .

https://www.reddit.com/r/ZodiacKiller/
https://zodiackillerfacts.com/gallery/thumbnails.php?album=46
https://zodiackillerfacts.com/gallery/displayimage.php?album=28&pid=246#top_display_media


On the left, the footprint found at Lake Berryessa; on the right, the "Wing Walker" boots that were issued to Air Force bases on order. Source: NSCD report

Toschi and Armstrong's hypothesis was confirmed in January 1970.

An Army Security Agency document (FBI telegram at bottom right) delivered by the Army's “Crime Anti-Detachment” ( CID )

at the Presidio of San Francisco , states that Zodiac was probably trained in cryptanalysis by the US military .

Click to enlarge. On the left, the FBI telegram about Zodiac's use of a bayonet and military boots. On the right, the telegram about the ASA document handed over by

the San Francisco CID unit to the police. Joe Bevilacqua also served in the CID.

Even in the earlier murder case of Cheri Josephine Bates , the most likely of the uncertain Zodiac murders, police

investigations led to suspicions of a military connection.

https://zodiackillerfacts.com/gallery/displayimage.php?album=28&pid=246#top_display_media
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Army_Criminal_Investigation_Command
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omicidio_di_Cheri_Jo_Bates


Riverside police detectives were the first to suggest a connection between the Bates murder and the Zodiac, although the

news was only broken in 1970 by San Francisco Chronicle reporter Paul Avery (headline below), a few weeks after receiving a

Halloween postcard from the serial killer.

This scoop revitalized the investigation.

"New evidence in the Zodiac murders. A connection to the Riveside homicide."

In a letter to the Napa County Sheriff dated October 20, 1969, Riverside Police Commander Lambert Kinkead and Sergeant

H.L. Homser , head of the detective section, alluded to a possible military connection between the killer and the police ,

noting that March Air Force Base is near Riverside and that the heel print of a boot used by various U.S. government

agencies and the military was found at the crime scene.

Excerpt from Riverside Police's letter to Napa detectives investigating Zodiac

Riverside investigators don't mention it in the letter, but a TimeX wristwatch was also found at the crime scene , which the

combative student likely grabbed from her attacker during the struggle (next image on the left).

In the January 1969 issue of Inside Detective ( link ), we read that CBI detectives traced the watch to a supermarket on a

military base overseas (it is not specified which one).

About a month after the murder, the police and the local newspaper, Press Enterprise, received a letter from the suspected

killer threatening to cut off his future victim's female parts . A plan Zodiac apparently fails to follow through on.

https://ostellovolante.com/halloween-card-october-27-1970/
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/March_Joint_Air_Reserve_Base
https://zodiackillerfacts.com/uncategorized/cheri-jo-bates-a-zodiac-crime-or-just-an-inspiration/
https://ostellovolante.com/cheri-jo-bates-riverside-letters-1966-1967/


On the left, the killer's suspected watch. On the right, the letter from Jo Bates's alleged killer.

Below left, an ad from a 1967 advertising campaign for the Zodiac watch brand , from which the serial killer clearly took his

nickname and symbol .

Perhaps “Zodiac” was scarred by Riverside's mistake and this is his way of getting revenge.

The watch advertised at the bottom is the “Sea Wolf ,” the Swiss company's flagship product in the 1950s and 1960s.

The hype focuses on its aquatic abilities .

“A diver's watch? The only time I'm in the water is in the shower,” says the 1967 ad.



3. SIMILARITIESANDDIFFERENCES

A brief introduction. When comparing "Zodiac" to "The Monster," it should not be forgotten that:

these are two nicknames, not two identities;

the two distinct series of crimes being analyzed take place over a period of approximately 20 years in two different

territories, which present different “obstacles” for the murderer;

the criminal activity of the Monster attributed by the sentences is not concomitant but subsequent to the certain one of

Zodiac .

Renowned Italian criminologists asked to express an opinion will be highly critical of the Zodiac-Monster connection, labeling it a "hoax." But have they investigated it

enough?

The Monster's “ritual”

In 2018, forensic psychologists from the Carabinieri RaCIS will be tasked with drafting a report on the Zodiac-Monster

connection by their colleagues from the ROS ( report here ).

Based on some differences found by the Carabinieri consultants, the commander of the ROS (Special Operations Unit) in

Florence, Giuseppe Colizzi, will express his opinion in a note dated October 4, 2018, stating that there is a "significant

behavioral dissonance" between the two serial killers.

The main difference noted by RaCIS would be the “preponderant” sexual component in the Monster’s crimes, compared to

the Zodiac’s previous ones.

September 28, 2018. RaCIS Report. Comparison of the Zodiac and the Monster's modus operandi.

While mentioning the Bates murder (which Zodiac credits himself with in a letter ), the Carabinieri report makes no reference

to the “confession” where the killer prefigures the excisions .

Speaking of his future victim, the alleged serial killer wrote already in '66:

"...I will cut off her lady parts and leave them all over town to witness."

November 29, 1966. Letter of Claim of Murder in Bates

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/rapporto-racis-2018-1.pdf
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/bevilacqua-turco-colizzi-ros-procura-firenze-indagini-2018.pdf
https://ostellovolante.com/los-angeles-times-letter-march-13-1971/
https://ostellovolante.com/cheri-jo-bates-riverside-letters-1966-1967/


In their 1984 report , University of Modena experts De Fazio, Luberto, and Galliani observe that the "sexual component"

that characterized the Monster's crimes "emerged" only in 1974. However ,

at the beginning of his activity, the excisions of the pubic area and left breast on the female victims that would appear in the

1980s were absent.

The suspect who has so far "lent" his face to the Monster was spotted in Calenzano on the night of 22 October 1981, after the second crime involving the excision of

the girl's pubic hair.

In short, the Modena experts note these differences in the Monster's way of acting.

1968 – The female victim is not targeted . A knife is not used. The motive appears to be jealousy . Little Natale Mele ,

Barbara Locci 's son , survives the attack unharmed , lying in the back seat. There is a confessed perpetrator , her husband

Stefano Mele , who has repeatedly accused other acquaintances of complicity and recanted (the trial will never be reviewed);

1974 – The serial killer disfigures the girl with dozens of superficial cuts, but the excisions are missing ;

1981 – He begins cutting off the pubic hair of murdered women;

1984 – He also begins to remove his left breast .

Whether or not the Monster is responsible for the Signa crime, the team led by Professor De Fazio interprets these differences

as a sign of "evolution."

According to the Prosecutor's Office's consultants, the sadistic-sexual overtones that characterize the Monster's crimes had

not yet fully developed in 1974.

De Fazio and colleagues emphasize the peculiarity of the pubic hair removal of the 1980s, sometimes involving part of the

vulva, but focusing on the upper hair area .

https://www.mostrodifirenze.com/1984/12/20/20-dicembre-1984-perizia-de-fazio-1968-1984/


In 1968, little Natale Mele survived an attack unharmed. This led

investigators to suspect that the killer was a relative or family friend.

In June 2018, after the publication of the first articles of my investigation, drawing on the advice of the Modena experts, the

doctor-criminologist Valerio Scrivo , although critical of the connection, observed on Radio Florence International that the

differences between Zodiac and the Monster could be explained as an evolution of the modus operandi of the same

murderer.

The chronological sequence would also explain why the Monster left no survivors (except for Signa), while two young men

survived the Zodiac's attacks . Scrivo will observe that if the two serial killers were the same person , then Zodiac, who

precedes the Monster, would necessarily have less experience . For this reason, he would be less prepared and would make

mistakes that he later, in Italy, manages to avoid.



Cover of De Gothia's research. According to the scholar of the Monster case,

the serial killer was inspired by a horror film when planning the ritual in the

1980s.

“Maniac”

Researcher De Gothia and lawyer Nino Filastò believe that cinematic inspiration may have been responsible for the Monster's

change in behavior in the 1980s.

Specifically, De Gothia's thesis stems from the analogy between the Monster's new ritual —clipart cutting—and that of the

protagonist of the horror film "Maniac ," released in American theaters and Italy in early 1981, shortly before the serial killer's

return after nearly seven years of apparent inactivity.

Italian and American posters for "Maniac." The analogy De Gothia draws with the Monster's excisions is clear.

In the film, which achieved success in the United States, sparking scandal and protests over its scenes of gruesome violence

and its relentless treatment of female victims, Italian-American Joe Spinell plays Frank Zito, a violent New York murderer

who scalps murdered women to wear on mannequins.

Eden is one of three cinemas in Rome that

screened “Maniac” in February 1981.

The film premiered in Florence in August, after the Monster's first crime. De Gothia and blogger Antonio Segnini , who

summarized the research, report that the distribution of Spinell's film in Italian theaters stalled shortly after its national

premiere in three cinemas in Rome and Palermo. Only a few other theaters on the peninsula subsequently screened it.

https://it.scribd.com/document/428164431/De-Gothia-Maniac-Il-Sentiero-Non-Battuto-Versione-1994
http://quattrocosesulmostro.blogspot.com/2016/11/cosi-brutto-e-cattivo-maniac.html


Was the serial killer inspired by the commercials? Or perhaps he saw the film in Rome?

Joe Spinell as Frank Zito in the Daily Mail, January 27, 1981

Only couples, always the same gun?

According to RaCIS experts, the Monster attacked only couples using the same gun (unlike the Zodiac).

This is an assumption that has never been proven, not an investigative conclusion . It stems from the decision by

Florence investigators to limit their investigations into the Monster to couples killed with the same gun. This thesis remains

to be proven, but there are many doubts about it.

Over the years, scholars of the Monster case, starting with the lawyer Filastò , have identified multiple unsolved cases in

Florence and the surrounding area that could be unrecognized crimes by the serial killer.

To give three significant examples, dating back to 1984 alone , there are:

January 21, 1984 – Murder of Graziella Benedetti and Paolo Riggio (Lucca area)

March 1, 1984 – Murder of Gabriella Caltabellotta (Florence)

July 27, 1984 – Murder of Giuseppina Bassi (Florence)

Gabriella Caltabellotta lived very close to Susanna Cambi's home

https://misterilucca.it/index.php/archivio/archivio-storico/11-archivio-cronaca-nera/43-delitto-benedetti-riggio
https://www.mostrodifirenze.com/1984/03/01/1-marzo-1984-delitto-di-gabriella-caltabellotta/
http://insufficienzadiprove.blogspot.com/2020/06/le-vittime-collaterali-le-mondane.html


The Zodiac's murder of a taxi driver in San Francisco, following three previous attacks on secluded couples north of the Bay

Area, appears to have stemmed from a "more random" choice of victims, according to RaCIS consultants.

But is this really the case?

A reasonable explanation for the "California" serial killer's pattern breakdown is offered by criminologist Sharon Pagaling

Hagan in a bonus feature for the 2007 film "Zodiac" (next video).

Hagan hypothesizes that the American serial killer decided to strike in San Francisco to gain fame in the city as well. And that

the choice to focus his attention on a taxi driver was dictated by the different urban context , very different from the

isolated countryside areas where finding couples and disappearing is easier.

There's a second possible motive behind his choice to strike in San Francisco (which leads him to kill a taxi driver), similar to the

one that leads him to break the pattern at Lake Berryessa, striking before dark. I discuss it in the chapter "Don't Drink the

Water . "

In 2020, Zodiac will be suspected in a previous murder of a taxi driver, Ray Davis .

Also a little further south of the "Monster Zone", in 1997, a taxi driver, Alessandra Vanni , was killed under mysterious

circumstances .

The messages

Hagan calls the Zodiac murders, and by implication his correspondence with the press, a "bizarre marketing technique ." The

serial killer's primary goal, the criminologist explains, is to increase his fame.

It was difficult for Zodiac to capture the attention of journalists in an area with high criminal "competition." In San Francisco

alone , by mid-1969, there had already been nearly 100 homicides since the beginning of the year ( source ). A situation that

had little to do with the relatively quiet countryside around Florence, and Italy in general in the 1980s, where the homicide rate

was approximately four times lower than in California in 1969 ( ISTAT data ).

ZODIAC KILLER DOCUMENTARIES

Zodiac Killer - Behavioral ProfilingZodiac Killer - Behavioral Profiling

Watch on

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/the_san_francisco_examiner_thu__aug_7__1969_.jpg
https://zodiacrevisited.com/interesting-map-of-san-francisco-homicides/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1435670/pdf/pubhealthrep00160-0005.pdf
https://www.istat.it/it/files//2021/02/Tavole-Fuori-testo-Omicidi.xlsx
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCH1sXwOB-YbzsrO1gGsWwiQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCH1sXwOB-YbzsrO1gGsWwiQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_85H2YwKXBk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_85H2YwKXBk


The Monster's message. A package containing a piece of breast from the last woman killed.

It's true that, as RaCIS notes, the Monster apparently sent only one letter. But it's also true that he didn't need to write to be

the center of media attention. Could this be the reason he didn't send letters (or at least not officially) to the press?

Assuming the serial killer didn't have a command of the Italian language , his choice to remain silent might also have been

dictated by the caution the Modena experts acknowledge.

The envelope to Della Monica

Both Zodiac and the Monster challenged investigators, although not everyone was convinced of this regarding the "Italian"

serial killer before 1985.

In an interview with La Città on August 1, 1984, the head of the Tuscan Criminalpol Giuseppe Grassi (next image) doubted

that the Monster wanted to "challenge" investigators because he had not "manifested it with a phone call or a letter . "

The year following this interview, as if to respond to Grassi, the Monster prepared and sent his own message to deputy

prosecutor Silvia Della Monica .

In 1984, the head of the Tuscan Criminalpol called the Mostro case "the most difficult" of his career. He didn't believe the serial killer had accomplices.

https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipPnKrOlNeiREAScZ2KosGRXche7ZhgTy0FnA9C1PO75W3B7SobOB5Re_TbHMLvcSA/photo/AF1QipPM1NsniBTDYWosixRFycoK1QsudvqaOMy-xjem?key=M2lpdko0UGRIaWVwTFpoanNwT05QU0tkTUR5UlBn
https://ostellovolante.com/2021/03/02/zodiac-mostro-di-firenze-lettera-firma/


The package was posted in San Piero a Sieve , where Della Monica was renting a vacation home , and contained a breast

piece from the last woman killed inside a cellophane bag sealed with superglue. The clippings composing the address came

from a magazine that will be traced by researcher Valeria Vecchione in 2020.

The researcher will compare the clippings in magazines of the time thanks to a photocopy of the back of the unglued letters

provided to her by researcher Paolo Cochi.

In this case there is a similarity , observes the RaCIS, because Zodiac also attached evidence of his crimes in some messages,

namely the clippings of Paul Stine's bloody shirt .

Stine's Zodiac Cutout Shirt

In reality, there is much more.

In his final act, the Monster needs only a few lines to incur, perhaps on purpose, a type of spelling error that is observed

three times in Zodiac 's correspondence, also associated with a hyphenated word .

Zodiac's "Disap-arire," "dif-icile," and "discon-esso" vs. the Monster's

"republi-ca." The author of the message to Della Monica uses a single-

syllable hyphen, starting with "ca." Is he hinting at something?

This isn't the only similarity found. Also notable is the end-of-circulation date of the magazine from which the letters are cut,

December 20 , and the apparent attempt to intimidate the recipient with his "closeness" (subchapter "December 20" and

following).

Other similarities

The similarities between Zodiac and the Monster cited by RaCIS stop at their preferred victims , intimate couples who are

attacked especially at night in remote areas of the countryside.

https://ostellovolante.com/2020/05/10/rivista-scoperta-mostro-di-firenze/
https://ostellovolante.com/2021/03/02/zodiac-mostro-di-firenze-lettera-firma/


Researcher Jacopo Cioni , with the help of Nick Mon , made a discovery about another common feature of their modus

operandi.

With the exception of the Via Scopeti murder in 1985, the dating of which is disputed, the two serial killers could have always

acted when the moon had not yet risen or was obscured by natural obstacles.

August 4, 1969. Zodiac points out that there was darkness in the area where it struck on December 20, 1969.

Above, an excerpt from Zodiac's letter dated August 4, 1969. According to him, Solano sheriff's deputies led by Sergeant Les

Lundblad had insinuated that the night of December 20, 1968, was brightly lit and that the outlines of objects could be

distinguished. Zodiac objects that this is not true because the crime scene was surrounded by trees and hills . He is implicitly

referring to the absence of moonlight.

It's worth remembering that at Lake Berryessa, the Zodiac strikes in broad daylight. There's a possible explanation, however,

for this disruption of the pattern. I discuss it in the chapter "Don't Drink the Water . "

A glimpse of Lake Berryessa, California, where in 1969 the Zodiac attacked a couple, hiding his face in a black hood with a white Celtic cross.

https://www.mostrodifirenze.com/2020/09/29/29-settembre-2020-la-luna-nei-duplici-delitti-del-mostro-di-firenze/
https://ostellovolante.com/zodiac-name-first-appearance-august-4-1969/


Further similarities emerge from a comparison of the American serial killer's modus operandi described in a Department of

Justice document (made available along with other reports on researcher Michael Butterfield 's website ), which, at the

request of Napa Sheriff Earl Randol, sent Agent Mel Nicolai to support the local Zodiac investigation.

Indeed, a fitting opinion can be found for the Monster as well:

"...he enjoys publicity, doesn't panic in stressful situations, and enjoys ridiculing the police..."

The most dangerous prey

According to the “monstrologist” Francis Trinpet , an analysis of the Monster's murderous actions highlights an action similar

to that of a hunter, where the prey, however, are human beings.

In his first ciphertext of July 31, 1969, Zodiac explicitly outlines his murderous activity as a “hunt” for humans .

"I like killing people because it's a lot of fun. It's more fun than killing game in the forest because man is the most dangerous

animal of all..."

For many American scholars, “it is a direct allusion to the film “The most dangerous game” , where the Russian nobleman

Zaroff, the antagonist, defines human beings with almost the same terms ( “the most dangerous prey” ).

Researcher Daniele Trinchieri will point out to me that it could also refer to an installation from 1963 at the Bronx Zoo in

New York , where one reads under a mirror .

"You are looking at the most dangerous animal in the world . It alone, of all animals that have ever lived, can (and has)

exterminated entire species of animals. Now it has the power to wipe out all life on earth."

In 2023, a user of the zodiackiller.com forum, ShaneV , discovered that in his letter to lawyer Melvin Belli, the serial killer

likely referenced a film on the same theme as "The Most Dangerous Game."

In the letter, dated December 20, 1969, Zodiac wrote:

"...I fear I will lose control again and make my ninth, possibly (sic) tenth victim . Please help me, I'm drowning ..."

https://zodiackillerfacts.com/gallery/displayimage.php?album=46&pid=330#top_display_media
https://zodiackillerfacts.com/gallery/displayimage.php?album=46&pid=330#top_display_media
https://zodiackillerfacts.com/gallery/
https://ostellovolante.com/2022/06/02/paradice-chiave-messaggio-cifrato-z408-zodiac-killer/
https://youtu.be/_DXLTw22HOQ?feature=shared&t=1262
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Most_Dangerous_Animal_in_the_World
https://ostellovolante.com/belli-letter-december-20-1969/


“The Tenth Victim ,” observes ShaneV, is the title of an Italian film by Elio Petri released in the United States in 1966 ,

starring Marcello Mastroianni and Ursula Andress. The film is set in Rome and New York, in a dystopian future where human

hunting has become a sport: “The Great Hunt .The trailer reads:

"...for every individual, the most coveted goal was the tenth victim. "

4. THE SERIAL KILLER'S SIGNATURE

While the Monster's "cinephilia" remains only a matter of hypothesis , what can be said about Zodiac?

After a three-year hiatus (1971-1974), the American serial killer apparently returns to writing for one last time.

In his last letter, dated January 29, 1974 , he specifically mentions "The Exorcist ," which had been released in theaters in his

country for about a month, captivating audiences and media attention. The wave of enthusiasm for the famous horror film

would last for many months in various countries.

Zodiac, who strangely uses neither his nickname nor the Celtic cross that distinguishes his past correspondence in this

letter , writes to the Chronicle :

I saw "The Exorcist" and I think 

it's the best 

satirical comedy I've ever watched.

https://ostellovolante.com/2023/10/27/zodiac-e-un-film-italiano-la-decima-vittima/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBCw4mQeLTU&t=55s
https://ostellovolante.com/exorcist-letter-january-29-1970/


A few years after the start of the journalistic investigation, I will reread an article by Alberto Pasolini Zanelli from 10 February

1974, and asking myself why there was a difference between the ritual of that year and the subsequent ones of the 80s, I will

seem to have solved the mystery.

The De Fazio-Galliani-Luberto expert report highlights how the body of the 1974 female victim, Stefania Pettini, appeared

supine, with her limbs stretched out, and a branch slightly inserted into her vagina . Specifying:

"Ninety-six puncture and cutting injuries were recorded, affecting almost exclusively the front of Pettini's body, from her face to

the upper third of her thighs."

There are not only injuries to vital organs, experts note.

"Other lesions are rather superficial and are mostly distributed irregularly on the chest, abdomen and thighs..."

If the Monster of the 80s quoted “Maniac ”, didn’t he do the same with “The Exorcist” in ’74 ?

Bottom left, two frames from the levitation scene in the film specifically mentioned by Zodiac a few months before the

appearance of the "Tuscan" serial killer.

The second-to-last photo on the right shows the tortured body of the girl killed by the Monster, covered by a sheet. The

position and pattern of the wounds seem to recall the levitation scene, when the possessed girl floats in the air supine, her

limbs outstretched , while the holy water sprinkled by the priests causes multiple cuts on her already severely scarred skin .

In another scene from the film, the little girl masturbates with a crucifix . The branch may have been inserted into the

victim's vagina to allude to that scene.

Unlike "Maniac," however, "The Exorcist" hadn't yet been released in Italian theaters. On the day of the crime, it would have

been another six days before its national premiere in Milan and Rome.

Where might the "Italian" serial killer have watched it?

https://i.imgur.com/UmFk1v7.jpg
https://i.imgur.com/ZVHdRlU.jpg


The signature: a drowning

In the next part of the "Exorcist" letter, the serial killer adds his "signature" .

This time he doesn't use "Zodiac" . This word is completely absent from his last official letter of '74. There isn't even his

typical Celtic cross .

In its place, the serial killer decides to make a riddle .

In fact, he writes:

"Signed, yours truly: 

He dived into the foaming wave 

and an echo emerged from the 

suicide's grave 

titwillo titwillo titwillo"

What does it mean? The Zodiac signature

riddle contains a passage about a drowning from Gilbert and Sullivan 's comic operetta "The Mikado . " The lyrics ( explained

here in English) describe the sad end of a bird who sings to attract a mate, but his love is not reciprocated , and in despair he

throws himself into a wave and drowns .

The “suicide’s grave” is the water in which the story’s protagonist drowns.

It recalls the similar fate of Ophelia in Shakespeare's tragedy "Hamlet ." This name will appear during the conversations with

Bevilacqua .

Below, the verse sung by Mitchell Butel in a stage production by Opera Australia gives a better idea.

https://ostellovolante.com/2024/04/16/lultima-firma-di-zodiac-tratta-dal-mikado/
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilbert_e_Sullivan
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Il_Mikado
https://www.songtell.com/peter-stampfel/tit-willow
https://www.songtell.com/peter-stampfel/tit-willow
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ofelia_(Amleto)


What connection could there be between Zodiac's identity and this song?

The serial killer must have enjoyed The Mikado, because this is the second time in his correspondence that he's extracted and

quoted lines from Ko-Ko, the Executioner, one of the main characters in Gilbert and Sullivan's opera.

The FBI recalls the precedent of July 26, 1970 (image below).

Many researchers in recent years have wondered what “Mikado” show Zodiac might have witnessed if he had seen it in the San

Francisco area, and attention has fallen on a remarkable coincidence.
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In the days following Stine's murder, a new production of “The Mikado” by the Lamplighters , a historic theater company

known in the city for its performances of Gilbert and Sullivan operas, was promoted in the Datebook , a performance

supplement in the Sunday editions of the San Francisco Chronicle and Examiner .

The Lamplighters performed “The Mikado” for several consecutive weeks beginning October 18, 1969 , at the Presentation

Theatre , just a mile from the crime scene. They performed it again between April 18 and 26, 1970 , when Zodiac sent a letter

with his name in code.

The theater took its name from the “Sisters of the Presentation .” It was in fact located within the grounds of this religious

institute of nuns in San Francisco, along with a girls’ high school attended until a few years earlier by an acquaintance of Joe

Bevilacqua (chapter “The Mikado Connection” ).

https://www.google.com/maps/place//data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x8085874b14799d69:0xeba6a645cd3992c6?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiKo_ett7aEAxViVeUKHbDuAD4Q4kB6BAgOEAA
https://www.google.com/maps/place//data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x8085874b14799d69:0xeba6a645cd3992c6?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiKo_ett7aEAxViVeUKHbDuAD4Q4kB6BAgOEAA
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/zodiac-name-mikado-april-70.jpg
https://ostellovolante.com/zodiac-name-letter-april-20-1970/


5. Joe Bevilacqua

In 2017, while sifting through the testimonies from the Monster trials , I came across that of Joseph, alias Giuseppe

Bevilacqua, nicknamed “Joe” ( official transcript ). A stocky

, corpulent Italian-American with a quick wit , he testified at the Pacciani trial in 1994. From the full recording of the hearing

on Radio Radicale, I learned that he was born on December 20, 1935 , in Totowa, New Jersey , United States.

The Monster murder area south of Florence, accessible by car from the American Cemetery. They are located near Bevilacqua's residence/workplace.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p8uSKg5ihzU
https://ostellovolante.com/2021/10/26/joe-bevilacqua-documenti-biografici/
https://ostellovolante.com/2021/10/26/joe-bevilacqua-documenti-biografici/
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/giuseppe-bevilacqua-deposizione-1994.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p8uSKg5ihzU


At the time of the crimes, Bevilacqua was working for the American Battle Monuments Commission at the Florence American

Cemetery , where he worked and resided between July 1974 and December 1988, before moving to Nettuno, to the Rome-

Sicily American Cemetery ( source ).

ABMC Annual Report 1975. Excerpts from this document and other reports on the Florence American Cemetery from the Monster's years of operation can be

downloaded here.

Most of the crimes attributed to the Monster occurred in the rural area south of Florence, where the cemetery was

located. In this area alone, the serial killer's attacks , recorded in sparsely populated areas on the border of four

municipalities, brought the homicide rate to the average levels for a territory of 100,000 inhabitants in the early 1980s ( ISTAT

data 1985 ).

Bevilacqua arrived in Florence exactly in the interval of a few months between the Zodiac's last official letter and the first

attack undoubtedly committed by the Monster.

Contact with investigators

Bevilacqua's testimony at the Pacciani trial originated from his spontaneous contact with the Carabinieri , who heard him as

a possible witness on 30 June 1992 .

I will not obtain the transcript of these statements because from 2018 to 2023 the Florence Prosecutor's Office will not be

able to find it.

Response from Deputy Prosecutor Luca Turco to one of the many requests for a copy of the transcript of Bevilacqua's statements sent between 2018 and 2023

The injured parties will tell me that they do not have a copy of the minutes, while lawyer Alessio Fioravanti , consultant to the

Bevilacqua family's legal representative, will refuse to provide me with assistance.

In 2024, researcher Dario Quaglia will release a copy of the summary of Bevilacqua's statements drawn up by the Carabinieri

(next image).

The statements are partly in contrast with the American's deposition at the Pacciani trial in '94 ( video / full transcript ), but

above all with what he will tell me in 2017 , claiming that he already knew "Vampa" at the time of the Monster murders,

when he worked at the American Cemetery in Florence, information that he will confirm to the Carabieri a year later .

https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florence_American_Cemetery_and_Memorial
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florence_American_Cemetery_and_Memorial
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/joe-bevilacqua-bio-abmc-traduzione.pdf
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/joe-bevilacqua-rapporti-abmc-cimitero-americano-di-firenze.pdf
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/joe-bevilacqua-rapporti-abmc-cimitero-americano-di-firenze.pdf
https://www.istat.it/it/files//2021/02/Tavole-Fuori-testo-Omicidi.xlsx
https://www.istat.it/it/files//2021/02/Tavole-Fuori-testo-Omicidi.xlsx
https://ostellovolante.com/exorcist-letter-january-29-1970/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LK7eD7LqdLk
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/joe-bevilacqua-deposizione-1994.pdf


Carabinieri note on the summary information provided by Bevilacqua in '92



The lack of actual statements is partially compensated by two indirect sources from 1994:

the American's deposition at the Pacciani trial (see next video; the full version can be heard here from minute 6) and the

reasons for the first-instance verdict .

Click to enlarge. Map of the Via Scopeti area drawn by Bevilacqua. On the right, a sample of the letters on the map.

Above, a copy of the map of the murder area given by Bevilacqua to the Carabinieri and reproduced in the report of the

inspection of July 14, 1992. That day, the American was accompanied by the forensic police to the places he had indicated

to take photographs that were later shown during the 1994 hearing.

Bevilacqua's handwriting on this sheet of paper is not consistent. It is not entirely in capital letters , unlike the one I will see

at his house and on the card with his phone numbers that he keeps in his wallet and will show me on July 28, 2017.

Furthermore, it is only partially in lowercase letters (a characteristic of Zodiac).

I'll consult an expert , but he'll tell me that more homogeneous samples are needed for a handwriting comparison. The

map and signatures are n't enough .

The Florence Prosecutor's Office will decide not to order this investigation (until 2023).

https://www.radioradicale.it/scheda/64609/processo-pacciani?i=2375662
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/pacciani-sentenza-ognibene.pdf
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/relazione-sopralluogo-bevilacqua-1992.pdf
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/relazione-sopralluogo-bevilacqua-1992.pdf


Via Scopeti. The dirt road leading to the nearby 1985 crime scene, where the victims had pitched a tent.

The suspicious man spotted in '85

In 1992, Bevilacqua told the Carabinieri that a brother-in-law of his from Florence had brought him to Nettuno, where he

had been working since 1989, a newspaper with a photo of "a certain Pietro Pacciani ," his fellow citizen from San Casciano

in Val di Pesa who had been officially investigated by the Prosecutor's Office since the autumn of 1991.

At that point, the American, who had something to say about the Monster's latest crime, contacted the Carabinieri in Nettuno

who reported him to their colleagues in Florence.



Joe Bevilacqua and Pietro Pacciani, at the hearing of June 6, 1994

The "untraceable" report states that the Carabinieri showed Bevilacqua a photograph of Pacciani . The American claimed to

see "a certain resemblance" between the man in the photo and an unknown man spotted near the crime scene on Via

Scopeti a few days before the Monster's last crime .

In his subsequent courtroom testimony in 1994 (see next video), Bevilacqua ignores his brother-in-law's visit and claims he

hadn't seen any photos of Pacciani before being interviewed by the Carabinieri. He maintains that he stopped to look at the

suspicious man precisely because he didn't know who he was, and he reiterates this.

Official transcript of Bevilacqua's 1994 deposition. The full text is available here.

In 2017, he told me, and the following year to the Carabinieri, a different version of his knowledge of Pacciani, stating that he

already knew who he was when he worked in Florence.

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/giuseppe-bevilacqua-deposizione-1994-1.pdf


Deposition of Joe Bevilacqua

The sighting of the French couple

At the hearing on June 6, 1994, Bevilacqua positively identified Pacciani as the "unknown man" from 1985. He said he saw

him at the edge of the Scopeti forest near a path leading to the crime scene.

The witness adds that he also spotted the victims twice in the days leading up to the murder, officially dated Sunday,

September 8, 1985, while driving along Via Scopeti. The second time, the victims were already in the lay-by where they were

allegedly killed.

The American recalls noticing that the woman was wearing a black bathing suit . He didn't say this at the trial, but in

statements to the Carabinieri two years earlier, he claimed that his wife Meri Torelli , whom he married in August 1984, was in

the car with him that time.

Bevilacqua specifies that the distance as the crow flies between the cemetery where he lived and the crime scene was "300,

400 meters . "

In 2018, he said he saw the two victims in the crime scene the day before the murder.
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Area of ​​the Monster's last known crime, 1985. The distance between the crime scene and Bevilacqua's home is indicated. The witness's precision is striking.

More information on the '85 crime

The date of Scopeti's attack remains uncertain. According to coroner Mauro Maurri, it occurred on Sunday, September 8th .

Other experts, including Professor Francesco Introna , have indicated an earlier date due to the advanced development of fly

larvae found in photographs of the victims' bodies. Research coordinated by documentary filmmaker Paolo Cochi, based on

the consensus of five forensic entomologists, also concludes that the crime was dated back .

Supporting this backdating are the receipts found in the victims' car, cited in the book "Delitto degli Scopeti. Giustizia

mancata" by Vieri Adriani, Francesco Cappelletti, and Salvatore Maugeri (published by Ibiskos Ulivieri), which date back to

Friday , September 6 .

http://insufficienzadiprove.blogspot.com/2009/04/francesco-introna.html
https://www.iltirreno.it/toscana/2015/05/20/news/mostro-di-firenze-entomologi-larva-arretra-la-data-del-delitto-del-1985-1.11460043


The American flag marks the boundary of the American Cemetery where Bevilacqua lived. The Monster's final crime scene is a few hundred meters away. Photo

source: Tuscany Region

Above, an aerial photo of the American Cemetery and Via Scopeti from 1982. In blue, a path runs alongside the cemetery

fence and up the hill to Via Scopeti. The elevation gain is about ninety meters.

Researchers Nicola Blasco and Roberto Terrinazzi found that walking along this and other nearby paths takes about ten to

fifteen minutes to reach the cemetery fence and then the valley floor.

In “A Fairly Normal Man” (Mondandori, 1994), the detective who succeeded Sandro Federico as head of the Anti-Monster

Squad in 1986, Ruggero Perugini , hypothesizes that the serial killer struck near his residence in 1985.

Now in his fifth consecutive year of open “challenge” to the city and the police force, the Monster, according to the police

officer who attended the FBI Academy in Quantico, decided not to risk striking far from home.

“A Fairly Normal Man,” page 76

Paraphrased by the Corriere della Sera on the occasion of the capture of Ted Kaczyinski, the SAM detective, also citing Zodiac,

says that:

"...it's typical for these criminals to seek contact with the police and get involved in investigations. It's the thrill of the challenge,

the pursuit of notoriety."

http://www502.regione.toscana.it/geoscopio/fototeca.html#


During the Pacciani trial hearing on June 6, 1994, Bevilacqua was evasive in his answers regarding his past. He didn't tell the

court that he was a highly decorated Army veteran (much less a Vietnam veteran). Only after his defense arguments at the

Pacciani trial did Prosecutor Canessa learn of his military honors by contacting the U.S. Embassy.

Why?

https://youtu.be/3FnWclnJols?si=m0ywsbaQbC_Ju5Lo&t=2572


Bevilacqua – Pacciani Comparison

Above, the video clip of the hearing with the comparison between Bevilacqua and Pacciani , considered to be quite similar

in appearance .

The American is taller. At his trial, he stated that he was 5'7", about 1.72 m tall. His military ID card listed his likely height as a

young man: 68 inches, equivalent to 5'8", the same possible height as Zodiac, according to Vallejo and San Francisco police.

Bevilacqua's physique is also consistent with the serial killer's identikit , as are two other physical characteristics. Like Zodiac,

he was stocky and had a prominent stomach .
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Copy of Bevilacqua's military ID (I cut off the back)

The key moment of the video is an insinuation about Bevilacqua by his near-namesake , Rosario Bevacqua , Pacciani's lawyer.

"What if he were the Monster?" the lawyer asks, addressing the presiding judge, Enrico Ognibene.

Bevacqua, who is defending Vampa along with his colleague Pietro Fioravanti , is attempting to paint his client's accuser in a

negative light, but perhaps he also harbors genuine suspicions about him.

It's a small thing, but certainly the number of letters in the name "Joe Bevilacqua" is compatible with the encrypted name of

the serial killer "Riddler" sent on April 20, 1970 .

Visual comparison between Bevilacqua's name and the encrypted Zodiac's name in the letter of April 20, 1970

December 20th, a special day?

Bevilacqua's birthday, December 20 , also seems to fit the Zodiac case, in which it appears twice.

Thanks to the work of researcher Valeria Vecchione , in 2020, it will be discovered that the date also appears in the Monster's

only confirmed message , the package to Silvia Della Monica from September 1985. The magazine from which the letters

were cut, in fact, was in circulation from December 14 to 20, 1984 (excerpt below).

https://ostellovolante.com/2020/11/18/joe-bevilacqua-il-nome-decifrato-di-zodiac/
https://ostellovolante.com/zodiac-name-letter-april-20-1970/
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/05/10/rivista-scoperta-mostro-di-firenze/


Above, detail of the magazine from which the Monster cut out the letters of the message to Della Monica in 1985, on newsstands between 14 and 20 December 1984.

Below, the package addressed by Zodiac to the lawyer Belli

In particular, in the American case, December 20th falls in:

1968 – A couple, Betty Lou Jensen and David Faraday , are killed in a layby on Lake Herman Road, near Vallejo;

1969 – The San Francisco Post Office stamps a letter addressed to attorney Melvin Belli . This is quite likely the mailing date,

given that mail was collected in the city every weekday, sometimes twice.

The “birthday phone call”

On October 22, 1969 , a self-proclaimed Zodiac, identified a few months later by police as a mentally ill man, Eric Weil ,

telephoned Belli live on television.

Already in his 340-character encrypted message dated November 8, the real serial killer denied being the author of that

phone call, but it was only deciphered by researchers David Oranchak , Sam Blake , and Jarl Van Eycke in 2020.

Thus, in December 1969, probably to regain possession of "his" story, the real Zodiac decided to actually contact the lawyer

Belli by sending him a letter.

https://ostellovolante.com/belli-letter-december-20-1969/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TsM-kwU2mRU
https://ostellovolante.com/dripping-pen-card-340-cipher-november-8-1969/
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/12/12/zodiac-decifrazione-340/


Melvin Belli

In the book “Zodiac” by Robert Graysmith and in the film of the same name by David Fincher , another phone call from a

presumed Zodiac directed to Belli is mentioned , this time to his home number , which is dated back to the same days in

which the serial killer sent the letter to the lawyer, that is, at the end of December '69 .

I reconstructed the story at this link .

An FBI telegram dated January 14, 1970 , states that an unidentified individual called Belli's home claiming to be the serial

killer (it's not specified when, only that the lawyer was in Europe). Impatient with Belli's absence, the so-called Zodiac

reportedly told the housekeeper:

"I can't wait. Today is my birthday. "

The possibility that Zodiac actually took the risk of calling Belli's house cannot be ruled out, especially since he copied the font

of the house number on the envelope containing the letter to his lawyer from the one physically affixed to the house (image

below, discovered by MK Zodiac Project ). To do so, he must have been very close to it .

https://ostellovolante.com/2020/08/07/il-20-dicembre-e-la-telefonata-di-compleanno-di-zodiac-2/
https://mk-zodiac.com/1228.html


Note how Zodiac reported on the envelope (highlighted in red) the street number of the Belli house by copying the font from the one affixed to the building

Some American researchers (who have provided meticulous insights into the Zodiac case) have questioned the dating of the

phone call. They claim it was made not in December but in January. The author, they add, is the same braggart who had

already contacted Belli live on television in October. This is because the "urgent" telegram from the FBI in San Francisco

informing Washington, DC, of ​​the call is dated mid-January, and the braggart would have been born around that time .

A search of my own back through FBI correspondence proves Graysmith right, however.

The telegram about the birthday call is actually a reply to an FBI message exchange dating back to December 29, 1969. On

that date, according to the Washington, DC, office's reply of January 12, 1970 (image below), the San Francisco office had sent

headquarters a list of police suspects "with the same or similar birthdate" (redacted).

It is therefore clear that the "birthday call" must have already taken place, even if the FBI was unaware of it.

https://zodiackillerfacts.com/myths-legends/melvin-belli-the-zodiac-birthday-call/
https://www.zodiackiller.com/fbi_index.html
https://imgur.com/xzkv6B9


6. THE 2017 INTERVIEWS

Preparations

What is Bevilacqua's true past?

Why is his testimony so ambiguous?

At the time, there wasn't the wealth of information about his background that I will collect and share starting the following

year on this blog, bringing it together in a post on his biography .

The information available online in 2017 says that the former director of the Florence American Cemetery is a baseball fan ,

knows something about gardening , was a soldier , and fought in Vietnam .

I can make some additional deductions from the medals pinned on the ABMC cemetery director's uniform in a photo of him

with then-Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich on the Anzio coast in the 1990s.

https://ostellovolante.com/2021/10/26/joe-bevilacqua-documenti-biografici/


Former Speaker Gingrich and Bevilacqua

He displays the same military decorations in photos showing him alongside sitting US presidents, Republican George Bush Sr.

and Democrat Bill Clinton , and Vice President Dick Cheney .

He has received a Purple Heart for a war wound, two Bronze Stars with V-devices, and a Silver Star , the third highest honor

awarded by the US Armed Forces.

All are prestigious medals earned for combat actions.

Bevilacqua together with two US presidents and a vice president

My main interest is to know when he served in Vietnam .

I know from his Vietnam Service Medal that he served four tours. He must therefore have been there between 1967 and 1971.

Determining this precisely is important to verify the presence of an alibi for the Signa murder, apparently linked to the others

https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silver_Star


by the shell casings and bullets found in the Mele file. And for the Lake Herman Road case of December 20, 1968, claimed by

the serial killer in July 1969.

After the interviews and his admission, I will provide some answers that I will present in an article dedicated to the cover-up

and in one on the Saigon-San Francisco flights.

After initial investigations, on April 7, 2017, I requested a message be delivered to Bevilacqua.

My contact was a former colleague of his at ABMC, Melanie Resto , director of the Rome-Sicily American Cemetery .

In the message (below) I ask Bevilacqua for advice on a biography of an American soldier with a little-known past who may

have served in the military police in California during the Vietnam era.

At the Pacciani trial in 1994, Bevilacqua declared that he had been part of the "criminal police."

If he were really Zodiac, he would understand the allusion.

Three days after I asked for the message to be delivered to Bevilacqua, Director Resto sent me her number.

Click to enlarge

Early May 2017

I wait a few weeks before contacting Bevilacqua.



I'm walking down the street in Monza. I dial the number given to me by the director of the Anzio American Cemetery. During

the brief call, the American seems only a little nervous, not upset.

"My name is Joe, not Giuseppe," he tells me.

The Italian registry office thinks differently. But it's true that in some interviews he's called Joe, short for Joseph. He invites me

to meet in person.

"My house is near the only baseball field in the province, you can't miss it."

I should go and visit him already in those days, when I go to Florence to meet the lawyer and criminologist Edoardo Orlandi ,

whom I have already interviewed by telephone, but I prefer to postpone it.

After carefully weighing the benefits and risks, I'll decide not to record the conversations with Bevilacqua.

Given the circumstances, I don't have much choice.

Recording openly isn't an option . My interlocutor is a potential serial killer on the loose. I need truthful information that

could harm him. He won't give it to me if he knows I'm recording him.

The priority isn't documentation, but acquiring genuine information.

There would be the possibility of secret recording, but Bevilacqua claims to have been part of an unspecified "criminal police

force" (I later discovered he also conducted undercover investigations ). In other words, an expert .

I fear he would find out, and I only have one chance.

I therefore decide not to take any risks and not to record the conversations.

Aerial view of Florence near Piazzale Michelangelo



May 26, 2017

This is the first of seven conversations lasting approximately three or four hours (two, the shortest) found in an analysis of

Carabinieri records

between me and Bevilacqua. The meetings took place at his home in Sesto Fiorentino and in the Falciani area, near Florence. I

had already been to the Tuscan capital in early May , accompanied by lawyer Edoardo Orlandi, when I visited Giampiero

Vigilanti . Due to an oversight, I will also backdate the first meeting with Bevilacqua to early May in my statements to the

Carabinieri in 2018.

The meetings with the American confirmed by Carabinieri officers are dated:

May 26, 2017

May 27, 2017

June 30, 2017

July 28, 2017 (with a visit to Falciani)

August 9, 2017, morning

August 9, 2017, afternoon

August 10, 2017

On the first day, Bevilacqua is frightened. He doesn't hide his anguish when he looks out onto the balcony and asks me the

real reason I've come to visit him.

He lets me go up to his apartment after making me repeat several times that I'm there "for Vietnam." Which was partly true.

"It's really him," I think.

From his attitude, I gather he knows why I'm there. He doesn't want to hide it, even if it remains implicit.

In his apartment, there's only me, the American, and his dog "Ophy ." A giant poster of Jesus at the entrance clashes with the

small statue of a bull seemingly goring a woman in the center of the table we're sitting at.

Researcher Daniele Trinchieri will point out to me that the work probably depicts Lygia from "Quo Vadis? "

From his attitude, I deduce he knows why I'm there. He doesn't want to hide it, even if it remains implicit.

We sit down. I notice him moving away from the balcony window, as if afraid of being targeted.

He's on the alert.

I glance too long at a piece of paper written in pen and he turns it over. I linger on a tattoo on his right arm and he tries to roll

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/mostro-annotazione-tabulati-bevilacqua-amicone-2018.pdf
https://www.tempi.it/mostro-di-firenze-il-nuovo-indagato-vigilanti-a-tempi-non-sono-stati-pacciani-e-vanni/
https://www.tempi.it/mostro-di-firenze-il-nuovo-indagato-vigilanti-a-tempi-non-sono-stati-pacciani-e-vanni/
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/bevilacqua-dichiarazioni-amicone-carabinieri-ros-2018.pdf
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/bevilacqua-dichiarazioni-amicone-carabinieri-ros-2018.pdf
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quo_vadis%3F_(romanzo)


down his sleeve.

We're talking about Vietnam.

I've brought an illustrated book with photographs, "NAM" by De Agostini , to help his memory.

He's starting to gain confidence, but not too much.

At a certain point, seemingly for no reason, he says:

"There were a lot of Berettas in Vietnam..."

He's undoubtedly referring to the Monster's infamous gun. He seems to want me to talk, but I'm in no hurry.

The next day, the bull disappears and his wife Meri Torelli appears , who, although she occasionally visits the house, won't

be attending the meetings. Bevilacqua shows me some photo albums and mentions his work in the military police's

investigative departments. At the end of the second interview, he walks me to the front door. As we reach the door, he pats me

on the shoulder and says:

"I like you because you're a trouble-free guy."

The figurine was similar to this one with the woman turned upside down

I'll say a few words about Bevilacqua's wife.

Mrs. Torelli presented herself as a practicing Catholic.

The City of Florence will inform me that from 1969 to the end of the summer of 1984 , shortly after her marriage to the

American, Meri lived on Viale Fratelli Rosselli in Florence ( link to an excerpt from Pagine Bianche from 1982-1983), near the

home of Susanna Cambi , killed by the Monster on October 22, 1981, together with Stefano Baldi, in Calenzano (her daughter

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/meri-torelli-elenco-telefonico-firenze-82-83.png
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/meri-torelli-elenco-telefonico-firenze-82-83.png


Anna Maria Bevilacqua was born the following year). Gabriella Caltabellotta , a girl stabbed to death on February 29, 1984,

also lived in the same area. Her body was found in a slope north of Florence in the days following the murder.

It would be helpful to take a look at that stamp collection Bevilacqua would like to show me, but Mrs. Torelli doesn't like "that

kind of stuff."

I wonder what he's referring to. Collecting?

Researcher Trinchieri will point out that philately isn't Bevilacqua's only hobby.

Just before moving to the Florence American Cemetery, the American joined a numismatics association, according to a May

1974 issue of The Numismatist magazine.





Vietnam

During our conversations, Bevilacqua told me that he had been in the army for 20 years, between 1954 and 1974, specifying

that in 1964 he became a military investigator in the army's Criminal Investigation department (CID) in Livorno (I'll go into

more detail later ).

In our first meetings, however, we delve deeper into his experience in Vietnam.

Bevilacqua tells me about the “Search and Destroy” operations, when he was leading a platoon in the 27th Regiment, 25th

Infantry Division, near Cu Chi in 1968. Bevilacqua received several medals for valor that year (related documents are in the

biographical post ).

Click to enlarge. This is the book I brought to the meetings with Bevilacqua, having him comment on it.

Of those he has received, the Purple Heart for a war wound awarded to him in November 1968 certainly has great symbolic

value, but the Silver Medal is the most important.

An excerpt from the citation I will receive from the National Personnel Records Center in Saint Louis in 2019 reads:

"...Sergeant First Class Bevilacqua distinguished himself by his heroic actions on March 9, 1968, while serving as a platoon

sergeant in Company B, 1st Battalion, 27th Infantry Regiment, in a combat operation in the Republic of Vietnam. When his 

platoon came under intense enemy fire

 from three sides, including small arms fire, automatic weapons fire, and RPG rockets, Sergeant Bevilacqua reacted

immediately , maneuvering his squad into a defensive position. As the platoon began its retreat to allow air strikes on enemy

positions, a man was seriously wounded and immobilized by enemy fire. Sergeant Bevilacqua noticed the man left behind and,

risking his own life, crawled approximately sixty meters under incessant enemy fire to reach him and carry him to safety. 

Realizing that the incessant gunfire made it impossible to carry him, he tied the cord of his rifle to his legs and dragged him

along. about eighty meters , bringing him to safety..."

https://ostellovolante.com/2023/08/14/inchiesta-joe-bevilacqua-tappe-indagine-zodiac-mostro/
https://ostellovolante.com/2021/10/26/joe-bevilacqua-documenti-biografici/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Personnel_Records_Center


The two volumes we browse during the meetings will be sent by me to the Napa Sheriff's Department in the summer of 2020.

Click to enlarge. Other pages of the book dedicated to the infantry, of which Bevilacqua was a member.

'68, an alibi?

Bevilacqua was in Vietnam in 1968. Does this mean an alibi for the Signa murder and the Zodiac attack on Lake Herman Road?

As for the Italian double homicide, almost certainly. But as we've seen, in that case the mystery of the gun looms large .

Bevilacqua was at Camp Darby near Pisa between 1971 and 1974 , when the hypothetical cover-up could have been carried

out (at the Perugia or Florence courthouse). Did the American soldier have the knowledge and skills to carry it out? We'll see in

later chapters that Bevilacqua worked as a military investigator , even undercover . He would have had neither the

connections nor the skills to carry it out.

After the Silver Medal, Bevilacqua also received a Soldier's Medal and a Purple Heart for war wounds in the fall of '68

I provide a detailed explanation of why 1968 is not an alibi for the Zodiac case here . In short, Bevilacqua himself, responding

to the Carabinieri in 2018, informed them that he had passed through California on his way to Vietnam. According to Pan Am

prospectuses (excerpt below), San Francisco was on the main trade route connecting the continental United States to the

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/napa-sheriffs-department-bevilacqua-vietnam.png
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/11/14/dicembre-1968-un-volo-da-saigon-a-san-francisco/
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/11/14/dicembre-1968-un-volo-da-saigon-a-san-francisco/


Southeast Asian country.

The airport in nearby Oakland , in particular, was one of the major hubs used for transferring troops to and from Saigon.

Given the numerous decorations for valor he received on the battlefield that year, it is possible that Bevilacqua traveled to San

Francisco during the Christmas period for a short leave with permission from his command.

December 1968. Pan Am flew from Saigon to San Francisco. Due to the great distance, three stopovers were planned: one in Guam, in the Philippines, and the other

in Honolulu, where the 25th Infantry Division headquarters was located.

Below, the cover of a small booklet I send to Bevilacqua after our first meetings in May. The cult of the Madonna Undoer of

Knots originates from the devotion of a married couple.

Since I myself am a Catholic believer, and the victims of the Monster and the Zodiac are mostly couples, I decide to give it to

the couple. It will be used as "evidence" in my defamation trial.

Prayer book given to Bevilacqua

I will later personally give Bevilacqua “Orthodoxy” by Gilbert Keith Chesterton , a Christian writer and apologist known for his

detective stories about Father Brown , whose possible cause for sainthood has been debated by the Catholic Church in recent

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oakland_International_Airport
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maria_che_scioglie_i_nodi
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maria_che_scioglie_i_nodi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Father_Brown
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Father_Brown


years.

I decide to ask for the intercession of Our Lady, Undoer of Knots, and of Chesterton for the resolution of this sad affair.

Chesterton is the only Englishman after Henry

VIII to have received the title of “Defensor

Fidei” from a Pope

In her deposition on October 12, 2023, Mrs. Torelli will confirm that Bevilacqua is lucid and will remain so until his death in

2022, even though one of his daughters, Stella, will question his mental health following a hospitalization for heart disease in

2021 .

Bevilacqua's wife's testimony at the hearing on October 12, 2023.

In 2017, the only health problem the American tells me about during interviews are the recently removed kidney stones that

he keeps in a small bottle on a shelf in his office bookcase.

He doesn't appear to have any cognitive deficits. On the contrary.

Below is Bevilacqua's dog, "Ophy," short for Ophelia . A well-known Shakespearean character and an emblem of suicide by

drowning , caused by unrequited love.

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/processo-amicone-bevilacqua-udienza-12-ottobre-2023.pdf
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/bevilacqua-health-2021.png
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/bevilacqua-health-2021.png
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/processo-amicone-bevilacqua-udienza-12-ottobre-2023.pdf
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ophelia_(Millais)


Considering that Zodiac's latest signature is a piece about an identical fate caused by the same motif, a suicide by drowning

from Gilbert and Sullivan's “The Mikado ,” it can be considered a real confirmation not only of the water theory but of

Zodiac's possible signature.

https://ostellovolante.com/2020/08/07/la-teoria-dell-acqua/


Ophelia, painting by John Everett Millais

7. “MIKADO” CONNECTION

Bevilacqua's daughter, Anna Maria, who posted the above picture of Ophy, is married to John David M., a San Francisco native

and fan of the local Giants team .

Bevilacqua is a baseball fan and was honorary president of the Italian team Nettuno Lions between the 1990s and 2000s.

The cap he often sports in pictures with his family (below) is a San Francisco Giants cap .

https://www.mlb.com/giants
https://www.baseball.it/2002/11/29/i-lions-nettuno-si-premiano/


Anna Maria Bevilacqua's mother-in-law, Luanne F. , lived in San Francisco in the 1960s and 1970s . According to the 1970

phone book, the family lived in an apartment on 26th Avenue.

In the year the Zodiac case broke , she graduated from San Francisco State University and married in December 1969.

From her Facebook profile , and from a search of student photo albums from American schools, I learned that before going to

college, Luanne F. attended Presentation High School, run by the Presentation Sisters.

On the left is Oracle Park in San Francisco where Anna Maria Bevilacqua was with her husband a few years ago.

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/luanne-f-facebook-joe-bevilacqua.png


Since the newspapers.com archive made online searches of millions of old U.S. newspapers possible, Zodiac researchers have

discovered that starting on October 18, 1969 , a week after Paul Stine 's murder , the Lamplighters company , known in San

Francisco for its Gilbert and Sullivan operas , performed a new version of “The Mikado ,” an operetta that Zodiac is said to

have mentioned repeatedly in his correspondence.

Where was The Mikado performed? At the Luanne F.

Girls' School's Presentation Theatre , which for years would be the stage for the Lamplighters.

The Sisters of Presentation complex , now almost entirely owned by the University of San Francisco, was less than 2

kilometers from the scene of the crime of October 11, 1969.

Anna Maria Bevilacqua's husband, John DM, later lived almost opposite the institute.

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/zodiac-killer-lamplighters-mikado.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lamplighters_Music_Theatre
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilbert_e_Sullivan
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Il_Mikado
https://www.google.com/maps/place//data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x8085874b14799d69:0xeba6a645cd3992c6?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiQxMqYjuyEAxXbQfEDHVF-D3gQ4kB6BAgOEAA


The school was also a short distance from the Bridge Cinema (now the site of the SF Baseball Academy) at the intersection of

Geary and Blake Streets , where “Take the Money and Run,” starring Woody Allen as Virgil Starkwell , was being shown on

the day of Stine's murder .

I will find that both the red Virgil of New Jersey and the hero of the eponymous Ancient Roman poet are recalled in the

Zodiac case .

October 18, 1969. San Francisco Examiner

None of the direct connections with San Francisco will emerge from Bevilacqua's statements to the Carabinieri in 2018,

despite specific questions about California asked in the presence of informed family members (chapter “Bevilacqua and

Pacciani ” ).

https://www.outsidelands.org/bridge.php
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prendi_i_soldi_e_scappa
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2018-dichiarazioni-joe-bevilacqua.pdf
https://ostellovolante.com/2023/08/14/inchiesta-joe-bevilacqua-tappe-indagine-zodiac-mostro/
https://ostellovolante.com/2023/08/14/inchiesta-joe-bevilacqua-tappe-indagine-zodiac-mostro/


Any reference to the Californian city will also be omitted by Mrs. Torelli and her daughter Anna Maria in their depositions at

my defamation trial (the transcript is here ).

In place of the Bridge Cinema, there is now a center for training in baseball, throwing and batting. Here, too, they root for the Giants.

June 30, 2017

I present Bevilacqua with a written agreement regarding the drafting of his biography.

I no longer have the original, but even though it's of poor quality, the scan of the signature, written in blue pen by the elderly

"client," reveals something he usually doesn't.

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/processo-amicone-bevilacqua-udienza-12-ottobre-2023.pdf


The memory of Bevilacqua signing the contract will come back to me several times.

The sheet of paper on the kitchen table, him holding a pen. I watch him take aim and effortlessly place the underline in the

buttonhole of the Q. A Celtic cross.

I associate this image with Ulysses, the protagonist of Homer's poem "The Odyssey," which gives its name to a mysterious,

supposedly "American" monster . The cunning king of Ithaca, a master of the bow, who, in one of the final cantos , reveals

his identity by shooting an arrow through twelve axe rings.

https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odissea
https://www.raicultura.it/letteratura/articoli/2018/12/ODISSEA-LA-GARA-DELLARCO---CANTO-XXI-377ccefb-4665-40dc-81ea-47d6008bf07d.html


After winning the archery contest, Odysseus slays the suitors who are threatening his wife Penelope and intending to steal his throne. Illustration from the book "The

Most Beautiful Stories of Classical Ages" by Gustav Schwab.

8. NOTES, CID AND COLLEAGUES

Once again, he brings me a scrapbook to leaf through. On the front cover, there's a Celtic cross drawn on it .

I'm taken aback for a few seconds before turning the page.

Note on the Celtic cross seen in Bevilacqua's photo album. A copy of the notebook containing the meeting notes was handed over to the Carabinieri in 2018.

Bevilacqua tells me that in 1964 he joined the 5th Criminal Investigation Detachment of the Military Police in Livorno , one

of the many CID units that would later make up the Criminal Investigation Division . He tells me that the unit was led by

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army_Criminal_Investigation_Division
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army_Criminal_Investigation_Division


Chief Warrant Officer Robert Colombo .

Bevilacqua's background makes no reference to CID after 1966, but the American claims to have been assigned to undercover

activities . Official documents do not indicate his actual "work" for the CID units.

For this very reason, the notes I take during the interviews will prove important in my subsequent research.

In 2018, I will deliver a portion of the notes, relevant to the investigation, regarding Bevilacqua's military assignments between

1954 and 1974, to the judicial police assistants of Florence's deputy prosecutor Luca Turco . Turco is the magistrate in charge

of the Monster investigation .

The notes will be analyzed by the RaCIS .

Selected pages from the notes. On the right, Bevilacqua's attempt to discredit my notes in his 2018 defamation lawsuit.

The notes do not report Bevilacqua's admission (in this chapter ), unlike what a note from the judicial police of the Florence

Prosecutor's Office will suggest (chapter "Denunciation" ) and what the commander of the Florence ROS, Giuseppe Colizzi ,

will think .

Bevilacqua will try to discredit them in his complaint of June 13, 2018 , insinuating that they have been altered. Perhaps he

has something to fear?

Certainly, they would be important to the investigation because they contain confidential information on his duties and

movements not present in his official records .

Apart from the evidence that will come to light in the following years , the authenticity of the notes is also corroborated by

some errors of misunderstanding in the pronunciation of the dates, as can be seen for example from the annotation “62/63”

(second image in the previous gallery) instead of “72/73” (dates reported in the official records ).

Click to enlarge . Selection of notes with grayed-out highlights and alignment for ease of understanding.

I will have to immerse myself in a long research project to verify the accuracy of the information noted in 2017 and fully

understand the references to Bevilacqua's military career.

In the notes there are various references to Bevilacqua's comrades, his commander in the 5th CID in Livorno Colombo , to

Frank Chiusano and Raymond D'Addario , a member of the CID unit of the 25th Infantry Division when Bevilacqua served in

'68.

https://ostellovolante.com/investigative-records-joe-bevilacqua/
https://ostellovolante.com/investigative-records-joe-bevilacqua/
https://ostellovolante.com/2021/10/26/joe-bevilacqua-documenti-biografici/


CID officers in Thailand. Seated first on the left is D'Addario. Second to last on the right in the same row is Colombo. Photo: Courtesy of Louise “Mickey” Head

In my article published in Il Giornale on May 29, 2018, there is a typo regarding Colombo's name. I cite his father Joe (see

annotations on page 9 of the notes), whom Bevilacqua mentions in reference to a family legend that claims he was the source

of inspiration for the famous Lieutenant Colombo .



Colombo and D'Addario, the two most cited CID colleagues , would have been aware of Bevilacqua's movements in those

years, including in California .

When he admits his guilt for the crimes of the Monster and the Zodiac, Bevilacqua will mention both of them, alluding to the

fact that they had guessed something, but he will leave the sentence hanging (chapter “Admission” ).



A military publication from June 1968 found by researcher Mefisto54 with the names of D'Addario and Colombo and their first assignment in Vietnam

Bevilacqua's key information about his former colleagues will later be found in the responses to my FOIA requests to the

National Personnel Records Center in St. Louis (below, excerpts from their military records; the photos were inside the file).

Bevilacqua's public assignments in the 5th CID of the military police in Livorno between 1964 and 1966

I note a coincidence involving Colombo .

Bevilacqua's former boss returned to Livorno in May 1975, where he remained until 1979 (details in the following images).

His stay in Tuscany covers most of the Monster's alleged years of inactivity established by the sentences.

Click to enlarge

Another coincidence, this time, concerns D'Addario.

In his last attributed letter , dating back to January 1974 , Zodiac inserts a symbol that alludes to the hitchhiking crimes of

Santa Rosa , a town north of the San Francisco Bay that will be mentioned by Bevilacqua in the interview of July 28, 2017, when

he tells me that he was in "a base south of Santa Rosa" in '69 .

https://ostellovolante.com/exorcist-letter-january-29-1970/
https://ostellovolante.com/exorcist-letter-january-29-1970/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Rosa_hitchhiker_murders
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Rosa_hitchhiker_murders


Before joining the CID, D'Addario worked in the OSI , his Air Force detective cousins ​​(while the more famous NCIS investigates

Navy personnel ).

In the mid-1950s, Bevilacqua's future colleague was stationed in California, and for a few years he was at Hamilton Air Force

Base in Novato, the only base compatible with Bevilacqua's confidence, excluding the Presidio in San Francisco .

Perhaps Zodiac bought the Wing Walker boots worn in the Lake Berryessa attack at this base?

At the bottom right of the January 29, 1974, letter , the K-shaped symbol drawn by Zodiac is likely copied from the one on the

left, which had appeared two years earlier in several newspapers, including the Santa Rosa Press Democrat , in reference to the

murder of Kim Wendy Allen near the city.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_Force_Office_of_Special_Investigations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval_Criminal_Investigative_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamilton_Army_Airfield
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamilton_Army_Airfield
https://ostellovolante.com/exorcist-letter-january-29-1970/


On the right, the Zodiac PS ending with “mysterious” symbols reads: “If I don’t see this message in your newspaper, I will do something horrible, which you know I am

capable of…”

D'Addario and his wife are listed in the Santa Rosa telephone directory starting in 1974 (bottom left image).

The former CID detective was residing on the Atlantic Coast in early 1973, but he must have already been in the San Francisco

Bay Area when the Zodiac mailed his last letter in late January 1974 , as the name of one of his daughters was mentioned in a

local newspaper the day before the letter's postage date (bottom right image).

Click to enlarge . The Army Register also reads "Daddario" instead of "D'Addario."

Could D'Addario and Colombo have realized that Bevilacqua's presence in California coincided with Zodiac's activity?

Perhaps that's what he suspects.

Unfortunately, D'Addario died in 2008, while Colombo died of natural causes on June 28, 2018, without being consulted by the

Prosecutor's Office, despite likely knowing Italian (he had an Italian wife).

https://beachfuneralhome.com/tribute/details/181497/Robert-Colombo/obituary.html


Above, the decoding of the "K" and other symbols at the bottom of the last letter of the Zodiac, proposed by Kevin Robert

Brooks and reported by researcher Richard Grinell . By rotating and moving the symbols, the verb "to kill"

can be clearly read . The same term is underlined in the letter sent by "a friend" a few days later. The last "official" Zodiac letter

would therefore conclude with this warning to the editor of the Chronicle :

"...If I don't see this message in your newspaper I will do something horrible that you know I am capable 

of killing! "

9. “UNDERCOVER”

According to Bevilacqua, his assignments had to remain secret because he worked undercover, and that is why they would not

be present in his official records ( downloadable here , with translation), where there is never any reference to California .

It must be said, however, that the CONARC headquartered in Virginia to which the American was assigned between February

1969 and April 1970 was also in command of the 6th Army based at the Presidio of San Francisco .

Bevilacqua is an "operations and intelligence" specialist at the Deputy Chief of Staff, logistics sector, CONARC

Organization of the Continental Army Command in which Bevilacqua served in 1969

I have already spoken about Bevilacqua's theoretical alibis in '68.

https://www.zodiacciphers.com/zodiac-news/category/kevin%20robert%20brooks
https://ostellovolante.com/letter-from-a-friend-february-3-1974/
https://ostellovolante.com/2021/10/26/joe-bevilacqua-documenti-biografici/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army_Training_and_Doctrine_Command


Also from April 1970 to early 1971, there are Bevilacqua assignments that seem inconsistent with Zodiac activity in California

(however sporadic). I discuss this at the end of the chapter on the Khaki Mafia .

In any case, using investigators stationed at other bases to conduct undercover activities in the restricted military

environment in which they operate should be standard practice for CID units. I'll provide an example of this from an anti-

drug operation carried out by the Camp Darby CID , assisted by the Carabinieri and the Pisa Prosecutor's Office, dating back

to 1971 (below).

The "blond" and "lanky" hippie detective could also be Bevilacqua , if the description given by the military to the press is

false. This investigation, in fact, seems to have taken place simultaneously with his transfer to Camp Darby from the base in

Germany where he was previously officially assigned.

Bevilacqua apparently served in the office of the Deputy Chief of Staff “Operations Sector” of the Seventh Army in Heidelberg, Germany, before returning to Camp

Darby in '71.

In January 2019, I received confirmation of Bevilacqua's claims of covert activities from his battalion commander in Vietnam,

Lieutenant Colonel Mark L. Reese . This is what Reese wrote to me:

"When I took command of the First Wolfhounds in September 1968, Sergeant First Class Bevilacqua was my Operations Sergeant . I

considered him a brave soldier. 

Shortly after I took command, the Division Commander gave him a special undercover assignment . 

He was sent to the Division's NCO Academy to determine if any illicit activity had been committed in that unit. It took him about a week

to gather evidence of a drug trafficking and prostitution ring , involving several NCOs and, I believe, at least one officer. 

When he returned, he had an interesting story to tell."

https://valor.militarytimes.com/hero/143371


On the left, Reese's email. On the right, an article about the intrepid lieutenant colonel being awarded the Silver Star and Legion of Merit.

As mentioned in the previous chapter , a response to my FOIA request will prove that D'Addario was an investigator in the

CID unit in the 25th Division to which Bevilacqua belonged between August and November 1968.

In my notes taken during the 2017 interviews, I note that Bevilacqua refers to him as “chief,” linking him not only to Maryland

but also to Saigon and Vietnam .



In the image below, I compare references to Bevilacqua's undercover activities alongside his official assignments in his

military dossier .

He tells me he worked for various CID units from 1964 to 1974, concurrently with his official assignments.

Bottom left, I note his investigative work for CID while he was with the 25th Infantry Division in Vietnam. This work was

confirmed by Reese. Bottom right, his 16-month undercover

assignment that also took him to California , coinciding with his assignment to CONARC in 1969-1970.

https://ostellovolante.com/2021/10/26/joe-bevilacqua-documenti-biografici/


10. KHAKI MAFIA

On page 13 of the notes, I report Bevilacqua's statement that he was in California in 1969 (and in 1970 , he told Falciani on

July 28, 2017 , although I don't report it) where he carried out undercover assignments. The American claims he cannot discuss

his "work," that is, his "undercover" activities, but specifies that at that time he carried out a 16-month undercover assignment

in "direct contact" with the suspects .

Although he remains vague, Bevilacqua claims to have participated in the CID investigation into the “Khaki Mafia ,” the

nickname given to a group of Army non-commissioned officers following Sergeant Major William O. Wooldridge , who

operated dirty deals in the management of Army clubs and mess halls through a company called “Maredem” based in

Fullerton, California . The nickname provided the title to the book of the same name by Robin Moore and June Collins ,

based on her attempt to fight the corrupt system the group had established in Vietnam.

One chapter of the book is dedicated to the Wolfhounds regiment and is set during Bevilacqua's time in service.

At left, CID Commander Henry Tufts' assessment of “The Khaki Mafia,” which concludes: “There is little in the book that is true and is not contained either in CID

reports or in Congressional documents.”

The presence on Bevilacqua's background sheet of the unusual double assignment of "canteen attendant" and then "club

attendant" (supervisor) after his two-year internship at the 5th CID in Livorno would be explained by his participation in the

Khaki Mafia investigation.

See image below.

I believe this is a change made to Bevilacqua's official background in subsequent years to justify his inclusion in the targeted

organization.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_O._Wooldridge


Above left is Colonel Henry Harold Tufts , head of the CID Agency (soon to be called "command"). The highlighted text is his

response to the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on the Khaki Mafia dated March 13, 1971, in which he discusses the early

days of the investigation.

"I believe that in early 1969 this subcommittee sent its staff to Vietnam. This brought to light a series of what we call club and

mess investigations . The CID Agency was in its embryonic state, it had just been activated (October 1, 1969). We investigated

the Maredem case, which has now resulted in a court action in California , and many other cases have come to light."

Tufts is referring here to the indictment of Maredem shareholders in Los Angeles a few weeks ago, which was achieved

thanks to the work of the CID, the Senate and – as this New York Times article reports – a seven-month investigation by a

grand jury assisted by military detectives .

At this link the complete transcripts of the Senate hearings (1969 – 1971).

The importance of the investigation into the Khaki Mafia was brought to my attention in 2018 by the Anglo-American director

and storyteller Hugo Berkeley .

Various newspapers of the time simultaneously featured front-page news about the Zodiac crimes and the Senate hearings

on the Khaki Mafia (images below). Meanwhile, CID detectives were still investigating.

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=umn.31951d03524898x&seq=1547
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=umn.31951d03524898x&seq=1547
https://www.nytimes.com/1971/02/18/archives/us-jury-indicts-8-in-army-club-case-exsergeant-major-charged-with.html
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/008515146?type%5B%5D=title&lookfor%5B%5D=Fraud%20and%20corruption&bool%5B%5D=AND&type%5B%5D=title&lookfor%5B%5D=club&ft=ft
https://hugoberkeley.co.uk/


One of several stories about Zodiac and the Khaki Mafia that appeared simultaneously on the front pages of San Francisco Bay Area newspapers.

In July 1969, at the urging of the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, the 1st CID and other CID departments,

later coordinated by the CID Agency headquartered in Washington DC , opened a series of investigations on various

continents, focusing especially on California, Vietnam and Germany , coinciding with the main period of Zodiac activity

(from the first claim on July 5, 1969 to the disappearance in March 1971).

Maredem had been involved in business with a San Francisco company investigated by the CID in 1969 and later acquitted. But there were other investigations in the

area during the same months.

In addition to Maredem , headed by Wooldridge and other non-commissioned officers who sold food and beverages at

inflated prices to army clubs and canteens in Vietnam through corrupt activities, some San Francisco companies with which

the Khaki Mafia did business also ended up in the crosshairs of the CID departments.

In 2019, I will have the main report on the suspects, which includes the one on Pellegrini's company, provided to me by the US

Army Crime Record Center .



Click to enlarge. Pellegrini was interviewed by the CID in November-December 1969.

In particular, Great West Food Packers of San Francisco (mentioned in the Senate hearings, gallery above). The headquarters

was just over a mile from the intersection in front of the Geary Theatre where, according to investigators, Zodiac boarded

Paul Stine 's taxi , who was killed shortly thereafter on October 11, 1969.

The shortest route between the two locations also includes the offices of the San Francisco Chronicle , the recipient of most of

the serial killer's correspondence (image below).

The company's military sales manager, Pellegrino Pellegrini of Palo Alto (killed out of jealousy by his secretary's husband in

1972 ), was interviewed several times by CID agents in the fall of 1969 (I will provide details in a separate post).

https://it.findagrave.com/memorial/70739760/pellegrino-joseph-pellegrini
https://it.findagrave.com/memorial/70739760/pellegrino-joseph-pellegrini


The headquarters of the company investigated by the CID is a few minutes' walk from the San Francisco Chronicle and the Geary Theatre, near which Zodiac boarded

Stine's taxi on October 11, 1969.

Between 2020 and 2021, I will obtain further reports inherited from Colonel Tufts from the University of Michigan , thanks in

particular to Labadie Collection Director Julia Herrada .

I have made certified translations of the most interesting excerpts available in the "investigative documents" section .

The most obvious “coincidence” concerns the investigation into General Carl C. Turner , former head of the U.S. military police,

accused, among other things, of having stolen a pistol from the CID records at the Presidio of San Francisco . The area where

the Zodiac fled after Stine's murder on October 11, 1969.

https://ostellovolante.com/investigative-records-joe-bevilacqua/


The Turner investigation began on September 25, 1969 (top left of report's front page). Two days later, the Zodiac attacked a

couple at Lake Berryessa. The surviving victim, Bryan Hartnell, appears (right) on the front page of the October 7, 1969, Napa

Register along with General Turner at a Senate hearing.

Below, in blue, is the route of Stine's taxi, from its starting point, a few meters from the Geary Theatre, to its arrival point, near

the Presidio. Both are adjacent to two areas where investigations into the Khaki Mafia were underway.

There are other connections in the area, such as the Sisters of the Presentation school , an institution that included the girls'

high school where Bevilacqua's mother-in-law had studied a few years earlier, and in whose theater the Lamplighters staged a

successful production of "The Mikado" in 1969, mentioned several times by Zodiac.

Near the school was The Bridge, a cinema that at the time of the murder Stine was showing Woody Allen's "Take the Money

and Run" (details in the chapter "Water Theory" ). "Zodiac" claims to have disguised himself to commit the murder (letter

dated November 9, 1969 ). I suspect he dressed up as the film's protagonist, wearing thick-framed glasses and a red wig to

resemble him.

One of the main investigations in the San Francisco area involves dealings between a non-commissioned officer and his

brother-in-law's company, the Sanremo Italian Food Company of Los Altos (October 9, 1969 – June 1, 1970), used to supply

pizzas to military canteens and clubs in Vietnam. Sanremo owned the “

Italiano ” restaurant in the Hillsdale Shopping Center in San Mateo (yet another coincidence ).

https://ostellovolante.com/bus-bomb-letter-november-9-1969/


According to the Wooldridge trial transcripts that NARA in Riverside will send me (what a coincidence, really), that report was

the basis of the Los Angeles District Attorney's charges against Wooldridge and the other defendants (gallery below).

One of the main questions about Bevilacqua's past is why he was posted to Germany in 1970, if he was traveling to California.

The investigation into the Khaki Mafia was a major operation coordinated by CID units spread across multiple continents

, including Europe.

In the CRC's response published above, I'll be told that the investigative reports alone amount to approximately 40,000 pages.

A memorandum states that between July 1, 1969 , the official start date of the investigation, and September 1970 , 90

investigations had been opened , 71 of which were completed .





I will discover that one of the largest and most complex investigations was launched on March 11, 1970, by the 9th CID of the

7th Army in Germany, supported by the CID Agency in Washington, DC, and other units around the world, including Vietnam

and California. The investigators' primary suspect was Brigadier General Earl F. Cole , one of the "big shots" in the Khaki Mafia

investigation, along with Wooldridge.

Subjects investigated in the 9th "German" CID report (here, some excerpts) cited in the Senate hearings on the Khaki Mafia. Highlighted are the two suspicious

coincidences related to the Zodiac's period of activity in 1970.

Cole ran the military supermarket system in Europe and, previously, had held senior positions in the US Vietnam command.

He was believed to be in league with a Los Angeles businessman nicknamed the "Vietnam Money King," William Crum .

Connected with Cole, and often associated with him, was Colonel Jack Ice , an investigator stationed at the Presidio of San

Francisco . Together with them, various companies in Vietnam and at home were investigated, including Anicral of Reno,

Nevada . This city is located a short distance from Lake Tahoe , where Zodiac may have kidnapped and killed nurse Donna

Lass during the investigation into Cole.

https://www.nytimes.com/1971/03/11/archives/former-general-says-px-charges-are-slanderous-former-px-aide-denies.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_J._Crum
https://www.nytimes.com/1971/03/09/archives/one-colonel-denies-a-bribe-another-assails-general.html


Zodiac postcard mentioning Lake Tahoe, postmarked March 22, 1971. It precedes nearly three years of apparent inactivity. Then comes the last attributed message,

dated January 29, 1974.

In short, if he had worked undercover in the Cole investigation , despite (or precisely because of) his assignment in Germany,

Bevilacqua would have had various reasons to be in Northern California between April and October 1970, especially in the

Lake Tahoe area , as he told me during the 2017 interviews (see chapter “Parad-ice” ).



List of discovered connections between Bevilacqua and the San Francisco area

I conclude with a detail about Bevilacqua's assignment to Germany.

Even if he had been physically in Heidelberg on the morning of April 27, 1970, as a literal interpretation of his background

suggests, the Seventh Army headquarters was about an hour's drive from Frankfurt Airport , one of the busiest hubs in

the world .

Pan Am's schedules suggest that the sergeant could have been in San Francisco on the evening of Monday, April 27, in time to

mail the Zodiac "Dragon Card" stamped by the local post office the following afternoon.

https://ostellovolante.com/dragon-card-april-28-1970/


Nonetheless, an assignment in Germany seems out of place with a concurrent activity in California.

Is there anything that could explain this oddity?

Click to enlarge. Pan Am flights from Frankfurt to San Francisco, late April 1970.

11. THE STRANGE COINCIDENCE OF RIVERSIDE

Three weeks after the indictment of Wooldridge and other Maredem associates in Los Angeles and four days after Colonel

Tufts' Senate hearing, Zodiac returned to writing after a several-month hiatus (disappearing nine days later, only to return one

last time in 1974), and sent his only confirmed letter to the Los Angeles Times , confirming the connection to the 1966 murder

of student Cheri “Jo” Bates,

which had emerged from an investigation by journalist Paul Avery. In a letter titled “The Confession ,” Bates's killer had

threatened to remove the “lady parts”  of his future victims.

The watch with torn strap found at the crime scene that the CBI traced to

a military supermarket overseas

Although Riverside police suspected a military connection, the chronological coincidence between the Bates murder and

the arrest of Sergeant Herbert Boeckenhaupt for espionage by Air Force detectives from the OSI (of which D'Addario was a

https://www.nytimes.com/1971/02/18/archives/us-jury-indicts-8-in-army-club-case-exsergeant-major-charged-with.html
https://ostellovolante.com/los-angeles-times-letter-march-13-1971/
https://ostellovolante.com/cheri-jo-bates-riverside-letters-1966-1967/


member until July 1967) in Riverside in the days preceding the murder went virtually unnoticed by Zodiac case websites.

I'll be reporting on this under the handle PaninoAlBanchetto on Sneak JB in 2020.

Boeckenhaupt was arrested "secretly" in Riverside on Monday, October 24, 1966. After being questioned for a few days by

the OSI , he was handed over to the FBI the day after the Bates murder.

Both stories appeared on the front page of the San Francisco Examiner on October 31, 1966 , and in the November 2 edition of

the Corriere della Sera .

Other news reports suggest that Boeckenhaupt's arrest was part of a NATO anti-espionage operation coordinated with Italy.

Could Bevilacqua have been in Riverside to oversee this operation?

His official military background cannot confirm this, given that, in conjunction with the Bates case, he was assigned, likely

fictitiously, the positions of mess and club attendant.

12. THE THEORY OF WATER

In 2020, researcher Kristi Hawtorne will uncover another case possibly linked to the Southern California activity Zodiac

alludes to in his letter to the Los Angeles Times . The Oceanside murder of taxi driver Ray Davis occurred four years before

that of Cheri Jo Bates , on April 10 , 1962, but again very close to a military base. In this case, the Marine Corps base at Camp

Pendleton .

https://jbinvestigation.forumfree.it/?t=77708668
https://casetext.com/case/boeckenhaupt-v-united-states-2
https://casetext.com/case/boeckenhaupt-v-united-states-2
https://www.10news.com/news/local-news/did-the-zodiac-kill-in-oceanside-police-re-test-evidence-in-cold-case
https://ostellovolante.com/los-angeles-times-letter-march-13-1971/


Bevilacqua was then a CBR (chemical, biological, radiological) trainer . Given the specific nature of his work, although

assigned to Fort Dix, New Jersey, he may have temporarily gone to Camp Pendleton to train recruits.

Bevilacqua's assignments around the time of the Davis murder

Davis's murder shares some similarities with the official Zodiac crimes . From the choice of victim, a taxi driver like Paul Stine,

to the claim of responsibility and the associated psychological terrorism (he threatened to kill a bus driver).

There's also the reference to water in the name of the crime scene, a constant that Graysmith notes in "Zodiac," in what will

be called the "water theory" in Fincher's film about the serial killer ( link to scene ).

Before Graysmith, it was researcher Gareth Penn who highlighted the references to water in the Zodiac murders, a recurrence

already vaguely mentioned in 1969 by psychiatrist Leonti Thompson .

In addition to the possible Oceanside , the oceanic equivalent of “waterfront,” and Riverside , the confirmed locations of the

Zodiac crime scenes are: Lake Herman Road, Blue Rocks Spring (creek), Lake Berryessa, Wash…ington Street (wash means

“to wash” – Zodiac refers to this word several times). To which is also perhaps added Lake Tahoe .

“Zodiac”, Robert Graysmith

“Sorry I didn’t write, I just washed my pen,” reads the Zodiac postcard sent on November 8, 1969. The murder of Paul Stine

near the intersection of Cherry and Washington Streets, in a residential area close to the base of the Presidio of San Francisco

, had occurred the previous month.

https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Killer_dello_Zodiaco
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/08/07/la-teoria-dell-acqua/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vcj1g432xL8
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/gareth-penn-california-magazine-1981.pdf


Zodiac postcard sent one month after the Washington Street murder

13. “DON'T DRINK THE WATER”

The police officers who responded to the Stine murder, finding the lifeless body of the taxi driver slumped in the car, noticed

that the keys and wallet had been stolen. They immediately suspected a robbery .



Three children saw the attacker. They described him as being in his 40s, with thick glasses and reddish-brown hair .

Zodiac claims to have been disguised . How?

I will find that the description given by the witnesses fits that of Woody Allen / Virgil Starkwell in “Take the Money and Run”

at “The Bridge” cinema in San Francisco starting on October 8, 1969 .

The film, starring bumbling bank robber Virgil, was already released in theaters in Los Angeles and New York in August.

Robber, thick glasses, red hair… Virgil Starkwell?

As you can see from the map below, the Bridge Cinema is located along the (hypothetical) direct route of the taxi that leads

to the crime scene of October 11, 1969 (next map).

https://ostellovolante.com/bus-bomb-letter-november-9-1969/
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woody_Allen
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/take-the-money-and-run-san-francisco-1969.jpg?w=788
https://imgur.com/67XOGeT
https://imgur.com/F9opKDC


The Bridge is also not far from the “Presentation” theatre , where ten days after the Stine murder and in April 1970 (when

Zodiac sent his encrypted name ) Gilbert and Sullivan's “Mikado” was performed, mentioned by Zodiac twice in his

correspondence (chapters Signature and Mikado ).

A month after the Stine murder, Officer Donald Fouke confirmed in a memo that he had encountered the possible suspect but

did not stop because he had been told the man was black.

The suspect later identified as Zodiac by Fouke was stocky. He walked hunched over , shuffling his feet, with an “almost

limping” gait , a description consistent with Bevilacqua's gait , which I have direct experience with.

There are other important details that Fouke recalls. The man had light-colored hair (with a red tinge , according to the

official identikit ) , a blue zip-up jacket, and brown pants .

The costume is identical to the clothes Woody Allen wears in various scenes of “Take the Money and Run”, such as the one in

the meeting between Virgil and Louise, the washerwoman and his future wife.

In this scene we witness an exchange of words focused on the word “wash” (next video).

https://ostellovolante.com/2020/11/18/joe-bevilacqua-il-nome-decifrato-di-zodiac/
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/donald-fouke-memorandum-zodiac.jpg


References to “wash” are already there during the attack on Lake Berryessa, where Zodiac plays the part of a robber on the

run , just like Virgil.

He used washing lines to tie up his victims and claimed responsibility for the attack from a payphone in Napa located between

the Napa Car Wash and a laundromat (see next images).

On the left, the laundry at 1245 Main Street, Napa. Credit: GJ Golik, 1972. On the right, the telephone booth from which the Zodiac contacts the police with the word

“wash” highlighted.

Ostello Volante

Il travestimento di Zodiac. Scene da "Prendi i soldi e scappa"Il travestimento di Zodiac. Scene da "Prendi i soldi e scappa"

Watch on

http://www.zodiackillerfacts.com/gallery/displayimage.php?pid=286
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/zodiac-phone-booth-napa.jpeg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sam_Kee_Laundry_Building
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrFSZmJjfqQ-PzGEOQ-HT4g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrFSZmJjfqQ-PzGEOQ-HT4g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oq1mvhHzdyw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oq1mvhHzdyw


There is a possible “half” quote from“wash”the following year.

On the envelope containing the Halloween postcard , Zodiac strangely underlines the letters LAV in Paul Avery 's (misspelled)

name .

According to the solution I proposed, the postcard's riddle centers on a pun in Italian .

Consulting a 1991 Collins English-Italian dictionary I have at home, I note that most common Italian words that begin with

LAV are derivatives of “lavare” (to wash) .

But why impersonate Woody Allen?

There could be more than a coincidence behind this choice of Zodiac. After all, many people might find something in

common with the robber protagonist of "Take the Money and Run."

Even Joe Bevilacqua.

The film's opening line informs us that, just like Joe, Virgil was born in New Jersey in December 1935 .

There's another genuine coincidence that may have influenced Zodiac to the point of deciding to play Virgil.

I realized this by searching newspapers.com for the title of a successful Allen play, which I discovered in an October 6, 1969,

Examiner article about " Take the Money and Run."

Looking for some reference to this comedy among the newspapers published in the San Francisco area in September 1969,

one's eye falls on an article in the Napa Register .

I discover that Allen's play is being performed by the amateur Pretenders troupe in Napa on the same day as the Lake

Berryessa attack.

If this is the correct connection, I expect the theater to be near the phone booth . I make this prediction out loud before

opening Google Maps, to avoid the fateful "confirmation bias."

The title of the play is:

https://ostellovolante.com/halloween-card-october-27-1970/
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/08/03/indovinello-di-halloween-di-zodiac-la-soluzione-e-cucu/
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/lav-italian-zodiac-killer.jpg?w=2100&h=
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/the_san_francisco_examiner_1969_10_06_30.jpg
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/the_san_francisco_examiner_1969_10_06_30.jpg
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/zodiac-dont-drink-the-water-napa.jpg
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/zodiac-dont-drink-the-water-napa-ad.jpg


"Don'tdrink the water" (don't drinkthe water)

And yes, the theater where it is performed is just 140 meters away from the cabin where Zodiac claims responsibility for the

attack on Lake Berryessa (next image).

The show starts less than an hour after the claim.

I think leaving his signature and mocking the police are the motives that push “Zodiac” to Napa and break the pattern by

striking at Lake Berryessa before dark .

He stumbles upon the coincidence of this play being in his area of ​​operation and searches for a phone booth near the theater.

He chooses the one located at the Napa Car Wash , which contains a water reference that can be used to further reference

Allen's film "Take the Money and Run," which he must have already seen. Then, he plays the part of the robber.

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/1245+Main+Street,+Napa,+California,+Stati+Uniti/964+Pearl+St,+Napa,+CA+94559,+Stati+Uniti/@38.3006964,-122.2860035,565m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m13!4m12!1m5!1m1!1s0x80850667449468d5:0x774554d8cff4a3d1!2m2!1d-122.2872574!2d38.3011362!1m5!1m1!1s0x808506673d8d0fb7:0xc87fb3c2d7f510e5!2m2!1d-122.2861493!2d38.3009925?entry=ttu
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/zodiac-dont-drink-the-water-napa-ad.jpg


Interviews with Bryan Hartnell and Detective Don Townsend on the Lake Berryessa Attack

The serial killer predicts that when the police arrive at the phone booth to take fingerprints, the curtain will rise on “Don't

Drink the Water” in the nearby theater .

When he learns that “Take the Money and Run” is coming to San Francisco on October 8th, he decides to move to the city to

increase his fame ( Pagaling Hagan ) and sign his name following a similar pattern to that of Lake Berryessa, preferring to

mention “wash” instead of striking near the Bridge, which is located along the taxi route anyway.

Ostello Volante

Zodiac. Interviste a Bryan Hartnell e al detective Don TownsendZodiac. Interviste a Bryan Hartnell e al detective Don Townsend

Watch on

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrFSZmJjfqQ-PzGEOQ-HT4g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrFSZmJjfqQ-PzGEOQ-HT4g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5KUGjKH-Zk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5KUGjKH-Zk


14. PARAD-ICE

July 28, 2017

The day before, tempi.it published an article of mine on Vigilanti , the latest suspect in the Monster case by the Florence

Prosecutor's Office, whom I met with the lawyer and criminologist Orlandi in early May.

Meri Torelli is worried.

He, not so much.

"Be careful, my wife is keeping an eye on you ," he says softly.

Who knows why, he keeps calling Vigilantes “Radiant” .

Bevilacqua wearing a "Joe's" cap in the 2000s.

Source: Senator Lucio Malan 's website

That day we went to Falciani , near the American cemetery in Florence. The "trip" was confirmed by Bevilacqua himself.

Below are the two pages of the annotation on the analysis of the Carabinieri phone records confirming the conversation

with Falciani on July 28, 2017.

https://www.tempi.it/mostro-di-firenze-il-nuovo-indagato-vigilanti-a-tempi-non-sono-stati-pacciani-e-vanni/
https://www.luciomalan.it/
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/mostro-annotazione-tabulati-bevilacqua-amicone-2018.pdf


June 6, 2018. Note on the analysis of the records of the Carabinieri of the ROS of Florence

At the time, I still didn't know about the "coincidence" between the Bates and Boeckenhaupt cases . During that day, I asked

him three times if he had been in Riverside in '66 .

The American always answered "yes . "

The third time, outside his house, he added with an amused expression:

"And who told you?"



Falciani, Bar Marconi. Here, for the first time, Bevilacqua and I openly discuss the Monster and Zodiac cases.

In the late afternoon of that July 28th, Bevilacqua and I were sitting at an outdoor table outside the Marconi bar . Two beers

in front of us.

He was wearing a red cap with the word "Joe's" written on it .

He sat down after chatting with the manager, who hadn't seen him in a while.

I take a map of Lake Tahoe from my shoulder bag and place it on the table. I ask Bevilacqua if he was in that area in 1970. A

long silence .

I repeat the question several times before getting an answer.

“I understand, I understand,” he replies.

Bevilacqua admits to having been there in 1970, when Donna Lass , a possible Zodiac victim, was kidnapped and killed .

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Bar+Marconi/@43.6755573,11.2127441,17z/data=!3m2!4b1!5s0x132a4e49b410bbe5:0x22f8debf36fb1ec3!4m6!3m5!1s0x132a4e49c8349359:0x9fbeba8425c69d59!8m2!3d43.6755534!4d11.215319!16s%2Fg%2F1tggdpr8?entry=ttu


Lake Tahoe area. Donna Lass's skull was found near Emigrant Gap. Above, one of the businesses investigated in the Khaki Mafia case around the time of her

kidnapping in South Lake Tahoe.

Without giving him any directions, and asking for his advice as a former military investigator, I ask him where he would have

hidden a body in the Lake Tahoe area.

Bevilacqua takes a quick look north on the map.

"I'd drop it from a helicopter." He points to the mountains on the left side of the map. "Here, on one of these peaks. No one

would find it."

"And without a helicopter?"

Speaking of the southwest area, he says there are "too many campsites," too many rangers you might encounter. He thinks for

a moment and draws a line at Emerald Bay, but then discards it.

"In fact, I'd bring it here," he says with a half-smile. He circles the Heavenly Ski Area (pictured below). 

"Why?" I ask. 

"Because 'Heaven' means 'paradise.'"

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heavenly_Mountain_Resort


Donna Lass's skull was found elsewhere in 1986 (it will be identified in 2023), but the Heavenly Cable Car base station was

located about a mile from her workplace to her apartment near where she was allegedly kidnapped.

As of July 28, 2017, I still don't have this information.

“Paradise,” or rather “paradice” with a “c” instead of an “s,” as Zodiac spelled it, was an obsession of the serial killer, who

claimed that in the afterlife the people he killed would become his slaves.

The base station of the Heavenly Ski Resort gondola along Donna Lass's commute to work.

https://www.rainews.it/articoli/2023/12/usa-i-resti-trovati-presso-il-lago-tahoe-hanno-un-nome-si-tratta-di-donna-lass-scomparsa-nel-1971-255b44f5-d206-42bd-845f-d7ecefe7a1a3.html


“Paradice” is also the keyword I used to solve the anagram at the end of Zodiac's first encrypted message.

It's worth noting that the serial killer placed a commemorative stamp of the Apollo 8 mission on two messages sent the

month after Donna Lass's kidnapping ( you can find the complete set of stamps used on researcher Richard Grinell 's blog ).

The stamp bears the incomplete opening words of the Bible: “In the beginning, God…” . The full sentence follows.

"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth." 

In English: "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth."

https://ostellovolante.com/2022/06/02/paradice-chiave-messaggio-cifrato-z408-zodiac-killer/
https://www.zodiacciphers.com/zodiac-news/the-zodiac-postagev


15. “DO YOU WANT TO BREAK THE MONSTER’S BALLS?”

On July 28, I also asked Bevilacqua about Melivin Belli. I pronounced the surname of the lawyer to whom Zodiac had sent a

letter on December 20, 1969, in Italian, and he corrected me (pronounced "bellai"):

"Belli, the lawyer?" he asks, correcting my pronunciation (it's "bellai").

I ordered a second beer for myself. The American still hasn't finished his.

I ask him about Pacciani .

As I report in the report of the conversations I will deliver to the Carabinieri in Monza on February 22, 2018, and on April 16

to the Florence Prosecutor's Office, Bevilacqua confides in me that he already knew the Florentine investigators' main

suspect, the "monster," when he was director of the American cemetery we visited before reaching the bar.

Florence American Cemetery. Scopeti Woods in the distance. Credit: Meriadoc Brandibuck

Bevilacqua claims he had run into Pacciani several times behind the cemetery at the edge of the Scopeti forest. He said the

farmer went there to hunt. The American adds that "Vampa" also came to the area for prostitutes and that one of them had

once "punched"

him .

"He tried to get a job at the cemetery," she adds. 

"He was a pig . Vanni too. But the worst of all was Lotti. "

Who knows why Lotti in particular…

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/bevilacqua-riassunto-colloqui-amicone-2018.pdf


April 16, 2018. Report of the interviews delivered to the Florence Prosecutor's Office.

The American also tells me about the French couple he spotted “the day before” the crime.

"The man died before the woman," he says.

This detail isn't so well known.

The Monster (and Zodiac) tried to incapacitate the male victim immediately before attacking the women.

In that crime, however, things were about to end badly for him. The boy, Jean-Michel Kraveichvili , had managed to escape a

few meters while Nadine Mauriot lay mortally wounded in the tent.

I ask Bevilacqua another question, but this time he loses patience.

"Do you want to piss off the Monster?" he asks. 

"No," I reply promptly, "but the Carabinieri are investigating." 

He seems to think for a few seconds. 

"Do you think they'll come and piss me off?" he asks. 

"I think so." 

"Me too," he adds.

The Zodiac Sports Center

Before arriving in Falciani, in the town next to the American Cemetery , Tavarnuzze, a sign indicated the “Zodiac” sports

center .

I came across this coincidence in early May. A local man told me that the facility had opened its doors with a few tennis courts

in the 1980s. Previously , the closest was a center called “Valle Verde” (the shooting range mentioned by Mattei in “Coniglio il

martedì” ?).



I'll discover that Zodiac Srl was founded in 1978. Until the early 2000s, the majority shareholder was Leonetto Mugelli , a well-

known construction entrepreneur from Impruneta with a passion for car racing. The sports center in Tavernuzze opened to

the public a few months after the Monster's resumption of business in 1981. The news was likely already known in the local

community before the Scandicci crime.

Perhaps the serial killer was "awakened" by this coincidence?

Bevilacqua, in the car, nonchalantly tells me that one of his daughters worked at Zodiac . Years later, I'll be informed by a

source that the center's name was coined by Zodiac Srl's second largest shareholder, music producer Giancarlo Bigazzi , who

wrote the lyrics to many successful love songs between the 1960s and 1990s. Another detail the Monster might have known?

16. ULYSSES

https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giancarlo_Bigazzi


August 9 and 10 , 2017

We're on the balcony of the Bevilacqua house, because the floor tiles in the living room are being replaced. Across the

Autostrada del Sole, the hills southwest of Florence, bloodied by the Monster in the 1980s, are visible.

I've brought along an excerpt from the transcript of the wiretapped conversation between Mario Vanni and Lorenzo Nesi in

Pisa prison on June 30, 2003.

In this conversation, Vanni, a retired postman sentenced to life in prison for complicity with Pietro Pacciani and Giancarlo Lotti

in some of the Monster's murders, claims that the real serial killer is an American. A black man .

“Torso,” as the former postman is nicknamed, says that someone (it's not stated who, but he appears to be referring to

Pacciani ) met the American in the woods .

The American's name was “Ulysses ,” like Homer's hero , and he is said to have committed the Monster's crimes.

After a series of exchanges with Nesi, Vanni adds that Ulisse had handed over the guns to the "prosecutor who matters" and

then killed himself, claiming he learned this from television.

Is it possible there's some truth to Vanni's story? Perhaps he confused a confidential information from Pacciani, or someone

he's connected with, with information learned from another source (television)?

I'm looking for a response from Bevilacqua . Therefore, I'm submitting a short excerpt from the wiretap to him , just to

see how he reacts and what he'll say.

The excerpt is this:

" Vanni: It was Ulysses  who… killed all these people! Black … 

Nesi: Who is the black guy ? 

Vanni: He's an American !"

We're sitting next to each other on the balcony, and Bevilacqua's tension is visible .

He's not scared, but furious .

"I think they'll kill him," he blurts out. 

"Who?" I ask. 

"Vanni. I think they'll kill him."

Bevilacqua doesn't know the postman is dead, and I'm not updating him. He claims they only let him read Famiglia Cristiana .

With a puzzled tone, he asks:

"Why black?"

Slip of the tongue?

I reassure my interlocutor by informing him that the police have identified Ulysses as a young man of African-American origin,

Mario Robert Parker , confirmed by witness Gabriella Ghiribelli .

According to Ghiribelli, “Uli” was not black (Parker is).

I do not tell Bevilacqua that these statements were not supported by the investigation and that the identification of Ulysses

remained uncertain .

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/colloqui-nesi-vanni.pdf
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odissea
https://www.mostrodifirenze.com/2003/08/04/mario-robert-parker/


In the next part of the transcript, which I don't let Bevilacqua read, Vanni uses the word "negro" several times instead of "nero."

At one point, Vanni and Nesi say this to each other:

" Nesi: And where was this American? 

Vanni: And where was he, in the woods you find him! He found him in the woods ...  he had everything, that he was the one who

committed these crimes! 

Nesi: But who said this? 

Vanni: Huh? 

Nesi: Because now, up until now you've been telling me that Pacciani committed these murders! 

Vanni: Huh! 

Nesi: And who is this black man? 

Vanni: His name was Ulisse ."

Reading this exchange, I'm reminded of the title of an article in Repubblica dated June 7, 1994, by Franca Selvatici , a report

on the hearing at which Bevilacqua testified.

The title is:

"Pacciani was in the woods"

Repubblica headlines Bevilacqua's testimony. How many Americans did Pacciani encounter in the woods?

“Bosco”, “americano” and “nero” (the bikini of the French victim Nadine Mauriot ) are “key words” in Bevilacqua’s deposition.

But Ulysses? That would be a fitting nickname for a cunning warrior.

The adventures of the Homeric hero reached a peak of popularity in Italy in the 1960s and 1970s thanks to a RAI television

adaptation of the Odyssey .

https://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/1994/06/07/pacciani-era-nel-bosco.html
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odissea_(miniserie_televisiva)


The miniseries directed by Franco Rossi was also adapted for the cinema and has been rerun on RAI numerous times from

1968 to the present day.

A rerun was broadcast in July 1974. The first episode aired seven days after Bevilacqua was assigned to the American

Cemetery in Florence .

The Serbian-Albanian actor Bekim Fehmiu played the role of Ulysses .

1968, RAI TV series “Odyssey”. Actor Bekim

Fehmiu plays “Ulysses”

And it is precisely the name of the actor, Bekim , that “mysteriously” emerges when “Joe Bevilacqua” is compared with the

code name of the Zodiac sent to San Francisco in April 1970 .

In the complete decryption of Zodiac's name I will demonstrate that the “M” in the ciphertext was placed at that point in the

ciphertext with the intention of making “Bekim” appear.

Ciphertext with the name Zodiac. Note that if you replace the central symbols with letters, you get the word Bekim.

In 1970, the expensive Hollywood film “The Adventurers” starred Fehmiu in the lead role as revenge-seeking Latin lover Dax

Xenos.

At the time Zodiac sent the letter with his encrypted name, this film was playing in various theaters in San Francisco and

the Bay Area .

One of these was the Hillsdale Cinema , located in the eponymous San Mateo shopping center , which also housed the

“Italiano” restaurant run by the San Remo Italian Food Company , one of the companies investigated in the Khaki Mafia

case (see next images).

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/ulisse-bekim-nazione-luglio-1974.png
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/bekim-nazione-odissea-luglio-1974.png
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bekim_Fehmiu
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/11/18/joe-bevilacqua-il-nome-decifrato-di-zodiac/#bekim
https://ostellovolante.com/zodiac-name-letter-april-20-1970/
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/11/18/joe-bevilacqua-il-nome-decifrato-di-zodiac/
https://ostellovolante.com/zodiac-name-letter-april-20-1970/
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/the_san_francisco_examiner_1970_04_20_32.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hillsdale_Shopping_Center
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/1969-san-remo-alfinito.jpg


As for the confusion about "black," it's possible the meaning was misunderstood.

It may have been a reference to Mauriot's bikini that Vanni misunderstood .

Or there may have been a double misunderstanding.

The Zodiac symbol, also displayed in his disguise at Lake Berryessa, is a Celtic cross , which in Italy is normally associated

with neo-fascist groups , commonly called “blacks.”

If “Ulysses” had shown up to Pacciani wearing a hood with a Celtic cross , Vampa would almost certainly have mistaken him

for a “neo-fascist.”

It is therefore possible that when recounting this episode, Pacciani used the word “black” and that Vanni (or the intermediary

who perhaps reported it to him) thought it was a reference to skin color .



Maybe Vanni misunderstood the word “black”?

17. TIPS

On August 9, 2017, I handed Bevilacqua a small reproduction of the Halloween postcard .

After picking it up, he turned to me with a smile.

"Who did this? Was it you? A child ?"

Then he remains silent while he seems to examine it carefully.

He opens it and places his index finger on a strange symbol that Zodiac has drawn on the third page (next images). Then he

turns the page and, on the back of the postcard, points to a letter P.

He moves up and, still silent, draws an invisible vertical line from the first word “By” to an upside-down N. Then, from the

upside-down N, he draws another horizontal line back to the letter P. I

know what he's doing. It's part of the solution based on the assonance of the letter Q and the word “cuckoo.” I've already

figured it out, even if I don't yet know the meaning of the mysterious symbol.

https://ostellovolante.com/halloween-card-october-27-1970/
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/08/03/indovinello-di-halloween-di-zodiac-la-soluzione-e-cucu/


The numbers indicate the order of Bevilacqua's silent index finger movements. Here's the complete solution to the riddle.

I hand the American a copy of the first page of the letter bearing the Zodiac name, dated April 20, 1970. He begins to translate

it.

“Let’s forget this,” he says with a smirk and raising a hand.

Skip the 13-character ciphertext that's supposed to hide the message's author. He'd rather point me to the underlying phrase.

" That sentence is strange ," he says. "Why did he write 'waxy' instead of 'curious' ?" 

"Ah," he adds, interrupting me. "You think it's a mistake..."

“I am moderately waxy…” reads the sentence under the Zodiac ciphertext of April 20, 1970.

The reading continues until the word "cid." Zodiac writes that there's more glory in killing a cop than a "cid" (he should have

said "kid") because a cop can shoot.

"Strange, it's usually the other way around. A cid is worse than a cop ..." Again, he corrects himself. "Ah, you're going to tell me

he meant kid, child."

https://ostellovolante.com/2020/08/03/indovinello-di-halloween-di-zodiac-la-soluzione-e-cucu/
https://ostellovolante.com/zodiac-name-letter-april-20-1970/


Unfortunately, I didn't bring the second page of the letter. It would be useful because, I'll find out, it's one of the steps in the

decipherment. There, too, Zodiac seems to allude to the word "cid" when he writes:

"...so the bomb won't go off by 

accident . "

Because of the acid or “a cid” (un cid)?

For the August 10th meeting, I brought Robert Graysmith 's book "Zodiac" with me, and we discussed the American case.

Bevilacqua picked up the book.

“I feel like I've read it before,” he says. “Graysmith… I think he changed his last name.”

Indeed, he has.

We sit down and Bevilacqua begins leafing through the book. He comes across the name of Detective Dave Toschi and sighs.

"Toschi... He was good. He was like Lieutenant Colombo."

He's the second person involved in the Zodiac case, after attorney Belli, who tells me he knows who he is.

The elderly American continues leafing through the text. He lingers on the passage that describes how Zodiac allegedly misled

two patrol officers ( Donald Fouke and Eric Zelms ) a few minutes after Stine's murder on October 11, 1969. And

he begins to translate it.



The two pages on which Bevilacqua stopped, after having leafed through the book for a few seconds

Graysmith said a "stocky" man (Zodiac) was walking with an "awkward" gait when a police patrol spotted him but failed to

stop him.

The two officers explained the mistake by claiming the radio had broadcast a statement saying the attacker was "black."

According to Zodiac's November 9, 1969 , letter , the officers even pulled the car over to the curb and asked him if he had

noticed a suspicious person . Zodiac pointed them in the direction he had seen, saying he had seen a man running east on

Washington Street.

"He," Bevilacqua says, referring to Zodiac, "didn't shoot because he thought they were too stupid."

A few days after my last meeting with Bevilacqua, I sent the cover of "Zodiac" with Bevilacqua's fingerprints to an agent at

the San Francisco FBI office in an anonymous envelope with no message, thinking they'd check it out.

Maybe something will turn up?

https://ostellovolante.com/bus-bomb-letter-november-9-1969/


The cover of the Zodiac book read by Bevilacqua that I sent to an FBI agent

18. ADMISSION OF GUILT

September 12, 2017

The "admission phone call" dates back to September 12th, not the 11th , contrary to what I will mistakenly tell the

Carabinieri and report in the first articles of the investigation.

These are three consecutive calls present in the phone records , also highlighted in a technical opinion from my defense

regarding the phone records from the Bevilacqua investigation obtained with the authorization of the prosecutor Turco in

2023.

These phone calls will not be cited by the Carabinieri of the ROS of Florence in their analysis of the 2018 phone records.

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/bevilacqua-ammissione-relazione-tecnica-tabulati.pdf
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/joe-bevilacqua-tabulati-telefonici-ammissione-2017.png
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/autorizzazione-pm-turco-rilascio-tabulati-bevilacqua-amicone-2022.pdf


Please note my backdating error in the summary information report of the Carabinieri of Lecco dated March 1, 2018. I oversight corrected the correct date

(September 12, 2018) in the first summary of the conversations with Bevilacqua delivered on February 22, 2018 to the Carabinieri of Monza (the subsequent version

with the incorrect date is here ).

Summary information report , Carabinieri of Lecco, 1 March 2018. In the first document on the meetings with Bevilacqua

delivered a week earlier to the Carabinieri of Monza, I reported the correct date of the admission phone call (12 September

2017).

I am not secretly recording the conversation, even though Italian law allows it. The reason is ethical and professional .

I have undertaken not to disclose information received from Bevilacqua without his consent.

Note from the Florence Prosecutor's Office regarding an informal meeting on April 16, 2018. I backdated the admission by one day due to an oversight. The fact that

it wasn't recorded should have remained secret.

After an exchange about where I've been on vacation, I inform him that I want to discuss Zodiac's code name .

“We don’t talk about these things on the phone,” he replies.

I ignore him, telling him his name is in the solution. I read it to him.

"They knew!" Bevilacqua replies, frightened. 

"Who?" 

"D'Addario and Colombo. They knew because..."

The American leaves the sentence hanging . He's done so before when speaking about the Monster. From the tone of his

voice, I deduce that it's just a suspicion . Besides, between '75 and '79, when Colombo was back in Livorno, the "Monster"

didn't sign off on any crimes. Perhaps he feared being discovered? The serial killer's apparent return dates back to '81.

Bevilacqua also mentions the "Maryland CIA" (the National Security Agency?). He believes they "know" too.

I'm taking a step back to clarify if there's a misunderstanding.

"Maybe they framed you?" I ask doubtfully. 

"For fifty years?" he replies.

Yes, he is admitting that he is Zodiac.

"Why didn't you turn yourself in?" I ask. 

"So you don't get anyone else in trouble," he replies in a lower voice. 

"Your family?" 

"Yes."

I urge him to turn himself in. He must go to the Carabinieri.

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/bevilacqua-dichiarazioni-amicone-carabinieri-ros-2018.pdf
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/bevilacqua-riassunto-colloqui-amicone-2018.pdf
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/bevilacqua-dichiarazioni-amicone-carabinieri-ros-2018.pdf
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/bevilacqua-riassunto-colloqui-amicone-2018.pdf
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/11/18/joe-bevilacqua-il-nome-decifrato-di-zodiac/


"Do you know how long it's been?" he says. 

"Murder doesn't have a statute of limitations," I reply. 

We have a brief discussion. 

"Talk to a priest." 

"You know. The only priest I spoke to told me I was the devil incarnate ." 

During our conversations, he told me about a Baptist chaplain who had accused him of a criminal "affair" in Vietnam. 

At a certain point, he seems convinced. 

"What do I have to bring? The gun?" he asks, referring to the Monster's Beretta. 

"Do I have to bring the gun?" he repeats.

I distinctly hear a moan in the background. It's his wife Meri. She, in fact, shortly thereafter intervenes to help her husband,

whom you can no longer hear due to a strange interference (are we being wiretapped?).

Mrs. Torelli writes down the number of the lawyer Francesco Moramarco , a criminal lawyer I know who works for a firm used

by Tempi . I ask

the lawyer, whom I previously informed of my journalistic investigation, to assist Bevilacqua in the practical process of

turning himself in . Therefore, I inform him of the admission, informing him that he will be contacted shortly.

The most well-known version of the possible Monster gun

was known as the "Jaguar" in the United States.

Bevilacqua's home will never be

searched (as of 2023).

A year later, Moramarco, the lawyer, told the Carabinieri that he had been contacted only once on September 12, 2017, by

the "alleged" Bevilacqua, but that he had only given him his office address. And that he had never heard from him again.

Colonel Colizzi reported that the Milanese lawyer , without having it put in writing, questioned the reliability of my

journalistic investigation.

Regarding the contacts between Moramarco and Bevilacqua, the phone records partially contradict the lawyer. In fact, the

phone calls between him and the American that day were two, not one .

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/bevilacqua-2018-dichiarazioni-avvocato-moramarco.pdf


Bevilacqua's landline. Calls dated September 12-13, 2017. The calls between Bevilacqua and me immediately preceded the contact with attorney Moramarco.

At 3:47 PM on September 12, 2017, Moramarco, who already knew about my journalistic investigation, was notified by me of

Bevilacqua's "confession" by text message.

He responded with a text message at 5:50 PM.

Two minutes later, the lawyer received a call from Bevilacqua, and the two remained on the phone for about a minute and

a half. This length of time was consistent with what he told the Carabinieri, except that, half an hour later , following another

exchange of text messages between us, the American called again . This second call lasted about three minutes. Moramarco

contacted me again, saying:

"He hasn't confessed..." 

"Yes, he has," I reply. 

"I mean," she clarifies, "he hasn't gone to the police yet ."

The lawyer , whom I trust and whom I will see that evening in Milan , will not add anything else, limiting himself to claiming

that he advised Bevilacqua against speaking on the telephone .



In 2018, during investigations by the Florence Public Prosecutor's Office that arose from my complaint, the commander of the

Florentine ROS , Colonel Giuseppe Colizzi, did not report Moramarco's inconsistency, preferring instead to highlight an off-

the-record comment by the lawyer that casts a bad light on me (image below right).

Click to enlarge. On the right, the note dated November 7, 2018, signed by the commander of the Florence ROS, Giuseppe Colizzi.

This way of summarizing Commander Colizzi's findings will not be an isolated case in the Bevilacqua investigation.

The complete notes can be found at this link . Here are the main critical points.

In the note on the telephone records, Colonel Colizzi dismisses the “phantom admission” as non-existent without citing

(apparently due to an error on the part of the person carrying out the analysis) the telephone calls between me and

Bevilacqua on 12 September 2017 , which are difficult to miss in the complete records as they immediately precede the

contacts found between Moramarco and Bevilacqua as seen above;

In the note on the American's statements to the Carabinieri dated May 30, 2018, a serious contradiction regarding his

knowledge of Pacciani , which I believe to be reliable (we will see), will be omitted to highlight, on the contrary, an

unfounded insinuation against me;

In the note on the criminological report of the forensic psychologists of the RaCIS that Colonel Colizzi himself will want to

consult, he replaces their conclusions with a personal idea on their Zodiac-Monster comparison taken out of context.

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/bevilacqua-turco-colizzi-ros-procura-firenze-indagini-2018.pdf
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/rapporto-racis-2018-1.pdf
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/rapporto-racis-2018-1.pdf


Technical report on the 2023 billing records. My landline was registered in my father's name.

September 13, 2017

I'm in Florence to accompany Bevilacqua to the Carabinieri. I call and find out he's changed his mind .

“‘A friend,’” he explains, “told me to always answer ‘no, no, no.’” “ There’s no one behind you ,” he adds.

Once again, he is joined by his wife. Despite hearing his admission , Bevilacqua does not turn himself in.

The couple , later questioned by the authorities, deny everything , failing to mention their telephone conversations with

lawyer Moramarco.

In their two partial analyses of the 2018 phone records, the Carabinieri failed to note the September 12, 2017, phone calls

between myself and Bevilacqua, although they did note the immediately subsequent contacts with the lawyer Moramarco,

which the American had not declared. I don't know why.

The complete phone records will not be filed with the Bevilacqua investigation until after the case is closed, and only at my

request, in 2023. They

would have served to confirm my version of events.

Note on the analysis of the ROS records, July 7, 2018. The note's editor sees the two phone calls between Bevilacqua and attorney Moramarco.

September 14, 2017

I sent the first report regarding Bevilacqua to the Carabinieri and the Florence police headquarters.

These were two empty certified emails with the summary of Zodiac's name in the letter dated April 20, 1970, attached.

This post provides the complete, albeit bizarre , decipherment of Bevilacqua's name. Subsequently, the Prosecutor's Office

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/bevilacqua-ammissione-relazione-tecnica-tabulati.pdf
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/mostro-annotazione-tabulati-bevilacqua-amicone-2018.pdf
https://ostellovolante.com/zodiac-name-letter-april-20-1970/
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/11/18/joe-bevilacqua-il-nome-decifrato-di-zodiac/
https://ostellovolante.com/zodiac-name-letter-april-20-1970/
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/11/18/joe-bevilacqua-il-nome-decifrato-di-zodiac/


sent me a standard response inviting me to file a formal complaint ,

following the procedures.

The first reports to Italian and US law enforcement agencies, following the admission on September 12, 2017 , were informal

and sent via email.

As for the reports to US law enforcement, I remained anonymous for a certain period of time using different accounts .

Likewise, I leave partial information on a forum about the Monster, reporting the deciphering of Zodiac's name on the blog

of a researcher, Martin Rush , in December 2017.

I'm being cautious for a few months because I don't know if there are other people involved and I suspect the "admission

phone call" was intercepted .

When it becomes clear that there is no surveillance or investigation, that Bevilacqua likely has no accomplices and will not turn

himself in (although his wife Meri Torelli heard the admission), seeing that my reports are having no effect, I will file a formal

complaint.

19. THE COMPLAINT

Introduction. I won't have the opportunity to read the investigative documents of the Florence Public Prosecutor's Office and

the ROS (Special Operations Squad) until 2022.

I'll only be able to learn about the investigations into Bevilacqua four years after reporting him , when I learn that the

murder case against him has been dismissed (a request not notified to the victims' relatives ) and I will consult the file,

which also includes my summary information to the Carabinieri in 2018 (a copy is not given to the potential witness upon

questioning).

February 2018

In the fall of 2017, my email reports to the Florence Prosecutor's Office received only a standard response. A formal request

to file a complaint in accordance with the provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code. No response from the FBI , however ,

despite some provocation. For example, I attached a photo of a hickory nut to an email (the English word "nut" also means

"crazy"). They probably thought I was the one.

I'm still convinced that the phone call between me and Bevilacqua was intercepted . I waited to go to the investigators in

person, believing that the American was under surveillance and would turn himself in , at least at the urging of Mrs. Torelli,

who introduced herself as a devout Catholic and listened to her husband's admission.

In mid-February 2018, I decided to go to the Carabinieri in Monza, who asked me for a summary of my conversations with

Bevilacqua. I hadn't yet concluded my investigation—far from it, even though at the time I was convinced otherwise.

In addition to the admission, in the report I submitted to the Carabinieri in Monza on February 22nd, I cited several useful

elements, including the fact that he knew Pacciani , contrary to what he repeatedly reiterated in his testimony at the 1994

trial.

On this matter, the American confirmed my statements when he was questioned by the Carabinieri of the ROS in Florence on

May 30th.

https://imostridifirenze.forumfree.it/
https://appuntisulmostro-blogspot-com.translate.goog/2017/12/zodiac-e-il-mostro-di-firenze.html?_x_tr_sch=http&_x_tr_sl=it&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=nl
https://ostellovolante.com/investigative-records-joe-bevilacqua/
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2018-denuncia-joe-bevilacqua.pdf
https://ostellovolante.com/investigative-records-joe-bevilacqua/


The first summary is almost identical to the one I will deliver to the Florence Prosecutor's Office on April 16, 2018. The main

difference is the date of admission, which is correct (September 12, 2017) . From March 1 , I will mistakenly backdate it by

one day , having been misled by the log of outgoing calls on my cell phone (I had made the call from a landline ).

Please note my backdating error in the summary information report of the Carabinieri of Lecco dated March 1, 2018. I oversight corrected the correct date

(September 12, 2018) in the first summary of the conversations with Bevilacqua delivered on February 22, 2018 to the Carabinieri of Monza (the subsequent version

with the incorrect date is here ).

March 1, 2018

I decide to file a complaint in Lecco. I choose the Carabinieri station in this city because it's not far from my home, and to

contrast it with the numerous locations of the serial killer.

The Lecco area is home to the protagonists of the most classic Italian novel, Alessandro Manzoni's "The Betrothed," Renzo

and Lucia. A couple , like the preferred victims of the Monster and the Zodiac, separated by the lust of a petty tyrant.

The station commander, Major Salvatore Fornaro, interviews me for a brief briefing .

Lithograph by Lecco in the final edition of "The Betrothed"

April 16, 2018

I have an informal meeting at the Florence Public Prosecutor's Office with the judicial police officials assisting prosecutor Turco

in his investigation into the Monster. I warn them that Il Giornale will publish my story on Bevilacqua. They are skeptical.

A month and a half later, the two judicial police officers will draft a note with their recollections of this conversation,

attributing to me , among other things, false information Bevilacqua provided to the Carabinieri the day after their report

was drafted (images below).

On May 30th , the American (Amicone, in the note) will claim that in 2017 I had received his contact from the US Consulate in

Milan.

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/bevilacqua-dichiarazioni-amicone-carabinieri-ros-2018.pdf
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/bevilacqua-riassunto-colloqui-amicone-2018.pdf
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2018-denuncia-joe-bevilacqua.pdf
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_promessi_sposi
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/bevilacqua-dichiarazioni-amicone-carabinieri-ros-2018.pdf
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/annotazione-pg-procura-firenze-amicone-2018.pdf
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/annotazione-pg-procura-firenze-amicone-2018.pdf


This is not what happened.

As seen in the chapter "Conversations" and I will declare to the ROS on June 19th, I contacted Bevilacqua through Melanie

Resto, director of the American Cemetery of Sicily-Rome, who forwarded him a message of mine allusive to his dark past. It

was Bevilacqua himself who gave me his telephone number, telling me where he lived (the address was also in the White

Pages ).

There are several oversights in the Florence Prosecutor's Office's investigative report dated "May 29, 2018." The most serious concerns the initial contact between me

and Bevilacqua. On the right, the suggestive message sent to the Italian-American in 2017.

The contents of this note will seem to "inspire" an article in La Nazione on June 2, 2018, written by Stefano Brogioni, from

which Bevilacqua can easily deduce the lack of a registration of the admission.

Note from the Florence Prosecutor's Office regarding an informal meeting on April 16, 2018. I backdated the admission by one day due to an oversight. The fact that

it wasn't recorded should have remained secret.

May 7, 2018

Bevilacqua receives a letter from me asking for evidence (to convince the investigators). I try to entice him with the possibility

of a deal to publish his biography with a major Italian publishing house.

Excerpt from the letter sent on May 4, 2018

May 19, 2018

The first part of my report on the Zodiac-Monster connection is published on tempi.it. Two more installments follow. The

third (May 21, 2018) refers to Zodiac, without explicitly naming Bevilacqua as a suspect, but instead naming a former

investigator from the 5th CID in Livorno .

The ending is toned down to ensure that the American doesn't become upset and choose to turn himself in .

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/bevilacqua-giuseppe-pagine-bianche.png
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/bevilacqua-giuseppe-pagine-bianche.png
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/joe-bevilacqua-procura-firenze-2018-pista-morta.png
https://ostellovolante.com/2018/05/23/mostro-di-firenze-zodiac/


May 22, 2018

Appointed by Bevilacqua, lawyer Paolo Russo drafted a brief formal notice regarding the letter I'd received more than two

weeks earlier , in which I hoped he would turn himself in. (The formal notice never reached its destination because I recently

moved and mistyped my new house number.)

The formal notice doesn't address phrases like "I hope you turn yourself in" (for what...?). It urges you not to sell or

disseminate written material...

"...if it pertains to Mr. Bevilacqua's personal and professional history and life events, before having previously examined and

assessed its full content and its truthfulness and/or reliability."

The warning :

does not comment on the request for proof;

does not mention the hope of turning himself in;

It does not contain references to my report on the Zodiac-Monster connection .

The third and final part of my article was published 24 hours before the formal notice was drafted. One would expect the text

drafted by Attorney Russo to cite it.

Instead, no.

Not the slightest mention of the previous day's episode (Monster = the American Zodiac).

It was impossible not to notice since it was the opening title on the tempi.it homepage (below).

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/bevilacqua-diffida-lettera-22-maggio-2018.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20180521113159/http://www.tempi.it/


May 21, 2018. The Zodiac-Monster report is the "topic of the day" on tempi.it. Why doesn't Bevilacqua's May 22 warning mention it? Why will Bevilacqua and Torelli

deny having read it?

Bevilacqua and his wife know that I work with tempi.it.

When I showed up at their home on July 28, 2017, without my informing them, Mrs. Torelli had already seen and read my

article on Vigilanti that had appeared on tempi.it the previous day .



The Bevilacquas hired a lawyer and had him send a formal notice without first checking tempi.it ?

It's unlikely , but that's what they'll say.

He told the Carabinieri and in the subsequent complaint.

She, contradicting herself , went to court in 2023.

The formal notice appears to have been sent in response to the article on tempi.it. However, it is not mentioned.

May 29, 2018

As of May 29, Bevilacqua still doesn't know about my complaint .

He likely decided not to tell Russo about the articles on the Zodiac-Mostro connection on tempi.it to avoid informing him of

the September 2017 phone calls.

On the other hand, my report, which concludes with a sugar-coated and "wait-and-see" tone , without explicit references and

reiterating the exhortation to turn oneself in , might not be perceived as an immediate threat.

Maybe we can come to an agreement, right?

May 29, 2018. The title of my article chosen by the newspaper

On May 29, however, the American was caught off guard by the publication in the newspaper Il Giornale of the account of his

admission and the following day by a visit from the Carabinieri.

How can you explain to investigators the failure to cite the tempi.it articles in the formal notice without appearing

suspicious?

https://www.ilgiornale.it/news/politica/killer-zodiac-mi-ha-confessato-sono-io-mostro-firenze-1533527.html


Why didn't you mention it to attorney Russo?

Hence the convenience of "knowing nothing ," with the support of his wife.

Notice in the image below how, in 2023, at my defamation trial, Mrs. Torelli contradicts herself on this crucial detail.

Hearing on October 12, 2023, in the defamation trial. Ms. Torelli's lawyer, Elena Benucci, is forced to re-assign the question before getting the "right" answer.

20. THE INVESTIGATION BY ROS. BEVILACQUA AND PACCIANI

May 30, 2018

Bevilacqua was interviewed by two Carabinieri officers from the Florence ROS (Special Operations Unit) as a person informed

of the facts. This is the link to his statements.

The former Army CID investigator , with a 20-year career in the military, undercover operations, and a year of war in Vietnam,

is elderly but lucid and independent. Oddly, he was interviewed by the ROS (Special Operations Unit) at his home and in the

presence of three family members rather than at the nearby Carabinieri station in Sesto Fiorentino.

His relatives were his wife, a daughter, and a grandson. His daughter and son-in-law, who live next door to him in San

Francisco, were absent

. The reasons for this were Bevilacqua's age and state of "apprehension," claims ROS commander Colizzi in his statement

dated June 2, 2018.

This decision prevented the Carabinieri from collecting the American's DNA , which would only be acquired two years later

by the Siena Prosecutor's Office .

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2018-dichiarazioni-joe-bevilacqua.pdf


May 30, 2018. Note from ROS Commander Colizzi regarding Bevilacqua's statements. No mention is made of the serious contradiction regarding Pacciani by the

suspect, whose credibility is taken for granted.

Bevilacqua's 2018 statements consist of a three-page report signed by him and his family members present.

The American is being questioned on three topics: his conversations with me , his involvement as a witness in the Mostro

case , and his general travels to California .

The Carabinieri's questions are generic.

Bevilacqua claims to know nothing about my journalistic investigation into the Monster and "forgets" that I contacted him via

a message about his past in California, delivered to him by his former colleague Melanie Resto .

Of the six times I visited his home, according to the Carabinieri's investigations , he cites three without going into detail.

He is trying to instill suspicion about my professionalism.

He forgets that he returned to the United States from Vietnam in early '69 and not "at the end" of '69 , that is, before and

not after the Zodiac claims began in San Francisco.

The report states that he left Florence in 1979, rather than 1989. An oversight that evidently goes unnoticed, despite the

three-page report being read aloud by the Carabinieri and signed, page by page, by Bevilacqua and two informed relatives.

And what does he say about California? No, he doesn't mention his mother-in-law Luanne , or his son-in-law who lives next

door, even though his favorite hat is somewhere in the house to remind him of them.

https://ostellovolante.com/investigative-records-joe-bevilacqua/#jp-carousel-13645


The minutes conclude with a "clarification" on the meaning of Riverside. What does this mean, he explains:

"... next to the river."

In reality, "Riverside" has a slightly different meaning: "riverside." Did Bevilacqua mispronounce it on purpose?

His last words in English would translate like this:

"By the river"

It's the same expression (only the article changes) that ends the title of the song from “The Mikado” from which Zodiac's

latest signature is taken.

“On a tree beside a river”, or better yet “on the bank of a river”

On April 16, 2018 , I submitted to the Florence Prosecutor's Office a brief account of the conversations I had with the

American in 2017. This five-page summary I had already provided to the Carabinieri in Monza on February 22 (in the first

version, the date of the "admission phone call" was correct).

I cite this document in the Giornale article on the admission .

It reads:

"Bevilacqua told me that he knew Pietro Pacciani well , and that he had met him several times in the woods behind the

Falciani cemetery."

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/On_a_tree_by_a_river
https://ostellovolante.com/2024/04/16/lultima-firma-di-zodiac-tratta-dal-mikado/
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/bevilacqua-riassunto-colloqui-amicone-2018.pdf


April 16, 2018. Report of the discussions

Bevilacqua would have known who “Vampa” was , the main Monster suspect of the Florence Prosecutor's Office, at least

since the 1980s, when he worked at the American Cemetery in Florence.

This is information that was unknown to the Prosecutor's Office and which became public knowledge with the publication of

my article in the newspaper .

In his deposition at the Pacciani trial in 1994, the American had declared that he did not know the defendant, reiterating this

several times .

"I didn't know who he was."

June 6, 1994. Bevilacqua's testimony at the Pacciani trial. Official transcript.

Bevilacqua claimed that, in the days leading up to the 1985 double homicide, he had noticed a suspicious man on the edge of

a wood near the crime scene.

He added that he had stopped to look at the man because he had never seen him before .

He later noted similarities between the “stranger” and Pacciani, claiming he didn’t know who he was before the police

showed him a photo of him (or before his brother-in-law showed it to him, according to the transcript of his previous

statements).

Finally, at the hearing Bevilacqua clearly identified Pacciani as the "unknown".



On May 30, 2018, Bevilacqua contradicted himself by confirming what I had anticipated to the investigators.

May 30, 2018. Joe Bevilacqua's statements to the ROS

Bevilacqua does not contradict himself on the remaining part of his 1994 version, which remains almost unchanged .

The American in fact claims:

of having seen the victims the day before their murder which took place near the American cemetery in Florence where he

lived and that the girl, Nadine Mauriot , was wearing a black bathing suit ;

of having to tie up his dogs on the night of the crime .

The only serious discrepancy, impossible to miss for those conducting the Monster investigation, is his knowledge of Pacciani.

Although this contradiction casts doubt on Bevilacqua's credibility (and confirms my own), there is no mention of it in the ROS

(Special Operations Investigation) and Prosecutor's Office documents relating to the investigation into the American, which will

be closed in 2021. Why?

In 2004, lawyer Pietro Fioravanti , a longtime defender of the “Vampa,” along with his colleague Bevacqua , was questioned

by Giuttari , head of GIDES , and officer Davide Arena , on behalf of Perugia's deputy prosecutor Giuliano Mignini , as part of

the investigation into the death of Francesco Narducci ( here are their statements ). Fioravanti recalled that Pacciani

muttered the word “infamous” when he approached Bevilacqua during the confrontation over height . According to

Fiorvanti, Bevilacqua knew more than he admitted at trial.

Ostello Volante
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2004 statements to the GIDES by lawyer Pietro Fioravanti. Pacciani had been dead for years. The lawyer had no reason to defend him to the hilt, pointing to witness

Bevilacqua as a suspect.

Bevilacqua's knowledge of Pacciani will be confirmed by Mrs. Torelli at the hearing on October 12, 2023, of my defamation

trial (excerpt from her deposition below).

October 12, 2023. Meri Torelli talks about her husband and her acquaintance with Pietro Pacciani.

In 1994, Bevilacqua was deemed credible, and his testimony was one of the foundations of Pacciani's conviction in the first

instance. This means it was actually false testimony .

The former US soldier's contradiction is also serious because investigators know that Vanni, defined as Pacciani's

"accomplice" by the sentences, asserted that the real serial killer was an American encountered in a wood by Vampa, a

certain "Ulisse" .

They should also know that the identification of Ulisse as Parker by the witness Ghiribelli is disputed. And that "along the

fence" of the cemetery where, according to him, Bevilacqua ran into Pacciani, lies the Scopeti wood .

Finally, the American himself said at the hearing in 1994 that he had passed through those woods "thousands of times" .

By 2023, the office of prosecutor Turco , who is responsible for the Pacciani trial documents, will not be able to trace the

transcript of the statements made by Bevilacqua to the Carabinieri on 14 July 1992. What emerges from the first-instance

ruling is that it differs from the 1994 deposition for:

the uncertainty of Bevilacqua's recognition of the peasant;

the presence of his wife Meri Torelli in the car the time the American allegedly saw the future victim Nadine Mauriot in a

bikini .

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/processo-amicone-bevilacqua-udienza-12-ottobre-2023.pdf
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21. OTHER FINDINGS

Since 2017, I have been sending various reports about Bevilacqua, both anonymously and then under my own name, to

US law enforcement and the US Embassy in Rome. I will keep them updated with the results of my research until 2026.

In the days following the publication of the article about the “Ulisse” admission in Il Giornale on May 29, 2018, my uncle—a chef

from San Anselmo (San Francisco Bay Area)—delivered a copy of my article to the Vallejo Police Department .

Some time later, Max Bosco , a user of the Facebook group “Il mostro di Firenze” and one of the first detractors of my

journalistic investigation, contacted a Vallejo police detective in charge of the Zodiac investigation, who responded that for

his department (in June 2018) Bevilacqua:

"... is not a person of interest, a suspect , or a lead in the Zodiac case, as his name is not in our records ."

https://ostellovolante.com/2024/04/01/mostrologia-vs-pista-bevilacqua/


The Florence Prosecutor's Office decided to interview Bevilacqua for summary information as soon as news of his

admission was covered by the national media in late May 2018. There

is a substantial difference with the American police investigating Zodiac.

Bevilacqua is not unknown to Florentine investigators and is effectively "involved" in the Mostro case, as a witness in the

Pacciani trial.

A few questions:

Shouldn't Bevilacqua's contradictory statements about his knowledge of the Florence prosecutor's main suspect put

you on alert ?

Didn't Bevilacqua perhaps live very close to the last crime scene ("300" meters as the crow flies, he says in '94), like the

Monster, according to a hypothesis by detective Perugini also elaborated on the basis of the FBI analysis consulted by the

Prosecutor's Office in '89?

Hadn't he reiterated to the Carabinieri that he had seen the Monster's last victims , two French tourists passing through, in

the lay-by where they would be killed shortly thereafter in 1985 (like him, a few others, including the serial killer)?

Despite the clear presence of some circumstantial evidence and my testimony , and the documentation of my research

subsequently submitted to the Prosecutor's Office, from 2018 to 2024 the Florentine investigators did not thoroughly

examine his past.

His home , about a 13-minute drive (without traffic) from the Palace of Justice in Florence, was not searched .

According to the documents, until 2024, the U.S. Department of Justice at the Embassy in Rome will never be consulted

or informed by the Florence Prosecutor's Office about the content of my statements and my journalistic investigation.

Bevilacqua's DNA will be acquired at the initiative of Prosecutor Nicola Marini of the Siena Prosecutor's Office in 2020.

Two years later, Prosecutor Turco will decide not to contact the police and sheriff's departments in charge of the Zodiac

investigation to compare them with the partial genetic profiles in their case. Therefore, in 2023, I will personally transmit

Bevilacqua's genetic profile to the competent American authorities for defense investigation .

June 1, 2018

Bevilacqua's lawyer , Elena Benucci , issued a statement in which her client denied his admission that he was a serial killer.



The statement was published by several newspapers, including La Repubblica and La Nazione , Florence's main daily.

The statement reads:

" I deny having confessed to anyone that I was the perpetrator of the Monster of Florence and Zodiac murders. For the simple

fact that I did not commit them. [...]"

A “dead track” from the very beginning

On June 2, 2018, the day after Bevilacqua's denial, we learned from reading La Nazione that, ignoring official secrecy , the

Florence prosecutor's office had announced that my complaint would be unresolved. "A lead that's already dead," Stefano

Brogioni paraphrases in the article titled:

"THE ZODIAC HOAX IN COURT"

The piece appears to mirror the contents of the note on the April 16, 2018, conversation held by the Florence Prosecutor's

Office's Judicial Police.

Bevilacqua, obviously aware of the circumstantial evidence in the 2017 admission of guilt, can easily deduce that a recording

is missing .

The move by the Prosecutor's Office suggests that they will not carry out surveillance activities .

From now on, I will periodically send messages via email and certified email to Bevilacqua's lawyer with the aim of making his

client feel "attended to" .

The opinion of the Prosecutor's Office published in the main newspaper of Florence at the beginning of the investigation makes known to the public (and obviously

also to Bevilacqua) the low consideration for my testimony.

By the way. In my posts and articles, I always cite sources, including "monstrologers" and forum users. So I wonder what

"ideas copied from forums" Brogioni means in his piece .

Perhaps the judicial reporter for La Nazione is referring to the comments about Bevilacqua I wrote anonymously on the

imostridifirenze forum using various pseudonyms in 2017, when I also reported the deciphering of Zodiac's name on

researcher Martin Rush 's blog .

June 19, 2018

I am being interviewed by the Florence ROS (Special Operations Squad) for a summary statement ( here is the transcript ). I
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am mentioning the name of the lawyer Francesco Moramarco, whom I had recommended to Bevilacqua with the aim of

helping him turn himself in.

September 28, 2018

Date of drafting of the RacIS Carabinieri report on the hypothesis of the Zodiac-Monster-Bevilacqua connection ( available

here ).

This "technical-investigative note" by the Carabinieri forensic psychologists focuses primarily on comparing the cases of the

Monster and Zodiac based on the available literature.

The experts, in their conclusions, state that they cannot rule out that Bevilacqua could be one or both serial killers because

detailed information on his "psycho-biography" is lacking . In any case, they find "particulars of psycho-criminological

interest " in his life experiences.

The Carabinieri forensic psychologists advise their colleagues at the ROS and the Florence Public Prosecutor's Office to

consult with me again .

On the left, a note from Colonel Colizzi. On the right, an excerpt from the conclusions of the RaCIS report.

Although it was Colonel Colizzi who requested a consultation with the RaCIS psychologists, in his investigative note dedicated

to the experts' report, the commander of the Florentine ROS does not cite their actual conclusions on Bevilacqua and the

Zodiac-Monster connection.

Instead of raising the issue of the lack of information on the American's psychiatric history reported by the Carabinieri

consultants, who also suggested I interview him again, the colonel expresses his negative opinion on the connection, based

on a comparison within the report's pages, in which the authors list differences and similarities between the two criminal

cases without taking sides.

Furthermore, that comparison is based only on the literature available as of 2018 and ignores the Riverside killer's (possibly

Zodiac) threat to cut off his next victim's female parts .
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November 29, 1966. Letter from Cheri Jo Bates' killer. "...I will cut off her female parts and leave them all over town to witness."

March 19, 2019

The investigation into Bevilacqua by the Florence Public Prosecutor's Office and the ROS (Special Operations Squad) has

effectively already concluded , although I won't know about it until 2022.

After an informal meeting with Chief Prosecutor Giuseppe Creazzo and Prosecutor Turco , who dismiss me "nervous," I hand

over to the Judicial Police section of the Public Prosecutor's Office a copy of Bevilacqua's official biographical documents

relating to his military past and his presence in Florence between July 1974 and December 1988.

It is not mentioned in the report (next image), but I also file the email from Lieutenant Colonel Reese confirming the

undercover investigative activity he told me about in the 2017 conversations . I will re-attach the email in 2020 and in

subsequent additions.

22. ARCHIVING AND DEATH OF BEVILACQUA

November 2020

Siena Deputy Prosecutor Nicola Marini, with his consent, has acquired Bevilacqua's genetic profile as part of the

investigation into a cold case, the 1997 murder of taxi driver Alessandra Vanni in Castellina in Chianti. The DNA comparison is

currently negative. This initiative comes two years after I reported a possible connection between Alessandra Vanni's murder

and Bevilacqua, and after being interviewed in September 2018 by officers from the Siena Prosecutor's Office's Judicial Police

Division, Carlo Brandini, Nicola Leonardi , and colleagues . The profile is entered into the Ministry of the Interior's database

and shared with the Florence Prosecutor's Office. There are no traces of DNA that can be definitively attributed to the serial
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killer in the Florentine crimes, and in this case too, the comparison is currently negative . I notify the American detectives of

the availability of Bevilacqua's DNA profile (see next image), but it is not acquired. Two years later, my defense, represented by

attorneys Simona Buccheri and Patrizia Gottini, will submit a request to prosecutor Turco for a more in-depth investigation

and to forward it to the Department of Justice for review, as part of my defamation trial. Every investigation will be denied.

Ultimately, I will have to submit Bevilacqua's DNA profile in person for defense investigation, emailing it to the relevant US

authorities in November 2023 .

November 9, 2020

I am filing a new complaint against Bevilacqua for illegal possession of a firearm, specifying for the first time in a document

that his wife heard his admission and emphasizing the importance of the gun, which he was supposed to hand over to the

Carabinieri when he turned himself in.

No searches have been conducted as of 2023.

I attach to the document the first reconstruction of the possible diversion of the Monster , and I bring to the attention of the

investigators an element discovered by the researcher Revilix , on the Sneak JB Fellowship forum created by Filippo

Cangemi alias JimMorrison84 , which could be an important piece of evidence.

In his 1985 ballistics report (see next images), the prosecutor's consultant Giovanni Iadevito , who examined the cartridge

cases and bullets from the double homicide in Scopeti in 1985, observed the presence of a whitish substance.

The substance was concentrated in the firing pin crater . This leads the expert to believe that it was "fixed" in that spot at

the moment of the shot , when the pistol's firing pin made an impression on the base of the cartridge case. Therefore,

Iadevito logically argues, it must have already been present on the cartridge cases before the serial killer fired .
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Subsequently, a chemical analysis of the whitish substance was performed. According to the Iadevito-D'Uffizi-Crea report

authors, it could be a mixture of silicone, plaster, and zinc .

The examination was conducted with instruments from the 1980s. With today's tools, it should be much more accurate.



Revilix , aware of these findings, highlights that in the ABMC reports of the American Cemetery of Florence, when Bevilacqua

was director, the product Nubex is mentioned several times ( here is the patent ), a liquid silicone that was massively

sprayed on the crosses and other white marbles of the cemetery coming from Lasa, with the aim of waterproofing them and

preserving their whiteness.

Before filing the new complaint, I travel to England to consult with the National Archives . Correspondence between Nubold

Ltd. and the Building Research Station, which tested "Nubex" and "Nubindex," identifies the trade name of the liquid

silicone used at the American cemetery, not cited in the patent, confirming its use for waterproofing stone buildings.

In the complaint, I inform investigators of the Revilix discovery , attaching the documents on Nubex silicone and the

extracts that mention it in ABMC reports . I point out that it would be useful to repeat the chemical analysis of the

substance conducted in the 1980s.

The Bevilacqua investigation file, which was closed a few months later, contains no evidence of this complaint.

The investigation, coordinated by prosecutor Turco and led by ROS commander Colizzi, ended in 2018 , with the sole exception

of DNA evidence acquired by the Siena Prosecutor's Office.
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April 6, 2021

The murder case against Bevilacqua has been dismissed by investigating judge Gianluca Mancuso (without my knowledge).

In justifying his request for dismissal, prosecutor Turco fails to cite my statements to the Carabinieri regarding Bevilacqua's

admission . Furthermore, he claims , contradicting reality, that my journalistic investigation contains no evidence and

that no objective data emerged from the 2018 ROS investigation. In violation of the law , the victims' families and their

lawyers have not received the mandatory notification of prosecutor Turco's request . This will prevent the injured parties

from exercising their right to timely object and request a more thorough investigation.

Click to enlarge. Request and decree to dismiss the proceedings for the Monster murders against Bevilacqua, resulting from my 2018 complaint .

April 22, May 22, and October 5, 2021

I am filing three additions to my complaint, based on the results of my research, largely disclosed in this post. I am also

attaching a report on the possible cover-up of the 1968 Monster case.

Over the course of the year , investigators received numerous corroborations to my testimony, including information on

work ( Khaki Mafia ) and family ( Luanne F. ) ties that linked the American to the San Francisco area during the Zodiac era.

I would like to highlight the importance of the discovery by researcher Valeria Vecchione in 2020 of the issue of the

magazine used by the Monster to compose the envelope to Della Monica , which, in addition to the "orthographic"

analogies, contains references compatible with Zodiac "anticipated" in unsuspected times ( first article on tempi.it in

2018).
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I have previously noted that the magazine chosen by the Monster was in circulation on newsstands between December 14th

and 20th . This latter day, Bevilacqua's birth date, is a recurring theme in the Zodiac case. Furthermore, the selection of

letters from the magazine made by the "Italian" serial killer also contains a reference to water , as in the crimes of his

American counterpart ( water theory ).

The signature of "Zodiac" also in the Monster's farewell

Valeria Vecchione demonstrated that the author of the letter to Della Monica meticulously cut out each letter in the envelope,

separating it from the others, with the sole exception of the word "DELLA," which he pasted in full. Without this (involuntary?)

assistance, the serial killer would have complicated the comparison of the clippings with the pages of contemporary

magazines, making identification nearly impossible.

In my 2018 articles, I cited writer Robert Graysmith's "water theory," noting that Zodiac (the Monster) seems to purposely

seek out references to water . For example, the American serial killer's latest signature is literally a song about drowning

.

In 2020, guided by that single word from the envelope to Della Monica that the Monster cut out in full (“DELLA”), Valeria is

directed to the title of an article in the magazine Gente .

"Dear sweet waters, I no longer recognize you: here the dream OF my childhood has ended."

The article that led researcher Valeria Vecchione to identify the magazine. Pictured is writer Piero Chiara aboard his boat on Lake Maggiore.
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There's no doubt it's the right magazine , because the backs of the letters match those of the clippings used by the

Monster .

From the title of the article by the writer Piero Chiara, immortalized on his boat on Lake Maggiore, the serial killer cut out two

more letters. The final ones on the envelope.

The "Z" (for Zorro?) and the "E" of the word "acqua .

" His signature.

September 25, 2021

I learned of Bevilacqua's complaint from a response from the Florence Prosecutor's Office. The previous year, it had given me

a negative response.

I decided to file a defamation complaint against the American.

I brought additional documents to substantiate my statements and meetings, adding to the others filed in 2021, which will

be completed shortly.

More than a year later, just days after Bevilacqua's death in December 2022, no criminal proceedings have ever been opened

based on this complaint, according to the Florence Prosecutor's Office's review of the criminal records database (document

below).
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February 2022

I received notice of the conclusion of the preliminary investigation in my case for alleged defamation of Bevilacqua and

discovered that the murder investigation against him was closed in 2021. The last information received by the Prosecutor's

Office, at the end of 2020, was that they had acquired his DNA.

I reported this information to La Nazione reporter Stefano Brogioni .

Due to the fact that not even the victims' relatives were informed, news of Bevilacqua's closure was not made public for a

year .

The news of Bevilacqua's case being shelved comes out almost a year later, following my report.

March 2022

Until 2024, the Department of Justice will not be contacted by the Florence Prosecutor's Office, not even to exchange

information about the former American official. The police offices responsible for the Zodiac case will receive information

from me, but not from the Florentine investigators, although the Prosecutor's Office has repeatedly emphasized that the

American counterpart has physical evidence for possible comparisons . Partial genetic profiles, fingerprints, but also letters

, that is, numerous handwriting samples that can be attributed with certainty to the serial killer .

In a defense brief dated March 1, 2022, including a statement from me, the defense, represented by lawyers Simona

Buccheri and Patrizia Gottini , requests a more thorough investigation .

The investigations recommended by my lawyers include the witness examination of 86-year-old Bevilacqua , who declined

to be heard by them, and the transmission of his fingerprints and genetic profile to the competent American authorities

for comparison with the profiles extracted in the Zodiac case .

Conclusion of my statement in the pleadings of March 1, 2022

No further investigation is ordered by the prosecutor Turco , who will ask for and obtain my indictment from the same

investigating judge Mancuso who had archived the Bevilacqua case a year earlier.

Given the prosecutor's opposition, I will be the one to transmit Bevilacqua's genetic profile the following year.

Despite the fact that the Bevilacqua case was closed by bypassing cross-examination and that the investigative documents

contain serious errors and gaps (for example, the failure to cite the phone calls of September 12, 2017), prosecutor Turco

deems it unnecessary to carry out a review and requests that I be prosecuted for defamation.
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The preliminary investigations judge Mancuso accepted the request for indictment, having closed the Bevilacqua murder

case in 2021 without the injured parties receiving notification of the prosecutor's request (which was required by law in that

case).

In April 2022, I urge the Prosecutor's Office to ask American investigators to compare the Zodiac case's fingerprints with

those of Bevilacqua, as previously requested by my lawyers in their request for further investigation dated March 1, 2022.

U.S. law enforcement has latent fingerprint sets potentially linked to the serial killer , including partial prints of a bloody

hand found in the taxi of Paul Stine , who was killed in San Francisco on October 11, 1969.

This attempt also fails.

San Francisco Police and FBI communications discussing possible Zodiac prints found on Paul Stine's taxi, attached to my attorneys' March 1, 2022, request for

further information

July 7, 2022

After unsuccessfully urging the Florence Prosecutor's Office to contact the American police and vice versa, I requested and

received permission from Judge Mancuso to consult the Bevilacqua investigation file, archived in 2021 (prosecutor Turco also

granted me permission).

Reading the documents, I discovered that the analysis of the Carabinieri phone records found no phone calls from

Bevilacqua on the date I indicated in the transcripts and articles (September 11, 2017) .

For reasons unknown to me, the author of the analysis and Colonel Colizzi do not cite our three consecutive phone calls on

September 12th made from our landlines , which precede those between Bevilacqua and Attorney Moramarco (which will

also be confirmed by a defense technical report ). This failure to cite them will be used to justify my 2024 conviction by

Judge Serafina Cannatà , who will ignore the technical report and the complete attached records. This is, on my part, an

obvious error of backdating by one day , which does not call into question the veracity or the sequence of events . It

would have been easily explained if these phone calls had been seen/cited by the Carabinieri.

I also discovered that the case was closed without properly notifying the injured parties, as I pointed out to both Judge

Mancuso and Prosecutor Turco . None of the victims' relatives were notified and were able to object.

As can be seen from the next PDF file, a note for Prosecutor Turco where I highlight some critical aspects of the closed

investigation , if the provision of the Code of Criminal Procedure requiring notification of violent crimes to the injured parties

had been respected, it would have been easy to obtain a more in-depth investigation that could have changed the course

of events.

In 2022, both Prosecutor Turco and Preliminary Investigations Judge Mancuso could have corrected their alleged error by
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ordering new investigative inquiries , but they will both decide that it is not necessary, and I will be sent to trial without

any further inquiries having been ordered.

September 22, 2022

After having informed law enforcement agencies in Vallejo, Napa, and Riverside in previous years, I am sending a report on

the Bevilacqua case to the San Francisco Police Department , once again highlighting the availability of his DNA profile in

the Italian law enforcement database. I am attaching a document ( front page ) containing the translation of the main

documents from the Bevilacqua investigation, the reports on the Khaki Mafia , and other information on the American's

connections to the San Francisco area .

October 27, 2022

The elderly Bevilacqua is still lucid , as his wife Meri will confirm at the hearing on October 12, 2023 , and shows no

symptoms of neurodegenerative diseases , contrary to what his daughter reported on Facebook after a hospitalization in

2021.

The other health problems of the Italian-American highlighted in the defense brief of March 1, 2022, which I

underestimated in the July note, appear to be worsening in the fall . This leads me to ask the investigating judge to order

an evidentiary incident to acquire Bevilacqua's fingerprints .

Judge Mancuso rejects this and other requests , sending me to trial.

November 3, 2022

I am being sent to trial for defamation by the investigating judge Mancuso, after the prosecutor Turco refused to consult the

US authorities for a DNA test on Bevilacqua with the samples from the Zodiac case.
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December 23, 2022

Suffering from a heart condition, Bevilacqua died at the age of 87 without the U.S. law enforcement ever having been

contacted by the Florence Prosecutor's Office for information about him. And without ever having been interviewed by a

Florentine magistrate, either as a suspect or as an injured party . An unnecessary qualm for the Florentine magistrates who

followed his case until 2023.

23. EPILOGUE: NEW INVESTIGATION AND MY CONDEMNATION

September 19, 2023

Prosecutor Marini authorizes me to obtain Bevilacqua's genetic profile for defense investigations.

November 6, 2023

I received the requested copy of Bevilacqua's profile with the help of a delegate , researcher Daniele Trinchieri .

November 7 – 15, 2023

I'm forwarding Bevilacqua's genetic profile to the police departments responsible for the Zodiac case, as well as to the

Riverside (Bates) and Oceanside (Davis) police, and to the FBI for review.

Over the years, some partial DNA samples potentially linked to the American serial killer have been isolated, and Bevilacqua's

DNA has never beento these samples before

. They might find a match.

January – July 2024

I am sending the FBI the complete results of my journalistic investigation into Bevilacqua and the Zodiac-Monster

connection, as well as my solutions to the unsolved Zodiac ciphertexts: the anagram of Z408, the “Mount Diablo” code , and

Zodiac’s name , which includes a summary of the solution to the Halloween Card riddle

. During 2024, after receiving Bevilacqua’s genetic profile, the U.S. police launch an investigation into his involvement in the

Zodiac crimes and contact the Florence Prosecutor’s Office , which reopens the file on Bevilacqua.

July – December 2024

Despite the reopening of the investigation into Bevilacqua, triggered by the receipt of his genetic profile in the United States

and subsequent American investigations, the Florence Prosecutor's Office (Prosecutor Turco is the original leader of my

case) has not included any evidence in my favor in the case file and has not asked Judge Serafina Cannatà for an

extension of the hearings.

Quite the opposite. For the alleged defamation of Bevilacqua , the prosecutor delegated by Deputy Prosecutor Turco has

requested that I be sentenced to two years in prison . He obtained it on December 5, 2024, although the sentence was

commuted to a fine. A few weeks later, Turco retires.

An appeal is not possible. For this reason too, I am waiving my right to appeal to the Supreme Court of Cassation. My

conviction will be final in April 2025.

I will await the evidence in my favor from the Prosecutor's Office so I can request a review of the trial and an acquittal on

the merits. In the meantime, Bevilacqua will officially become a "victim . "

The main cause of this epilogue is that same " Italian justice " which, in 2024 , thanks to my work, the investigations of the

Siena Prosecutor's Office and the US police and sheriff's departments, resumed investigating Bevilacqua's responsibility in

an unprecedented series of murders , the cause of death and suffering for dozens of people.
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Click to enlarge. On the left, the email requesting Bevilacqua's DNA profile from Prosecutor Marini for defense investigations. On the right, the report of the profile's

delivery to my representative, Daniele Trinchieri. Below, one of the emails with the profile transmitted in 2023 to the U.S. authorities in charge of the Zodiac

investigation.



CONCLUSION: DECIPHERING

Zodiac's name deciphered

Foreword. Removing letters with allusions, hints, etc., Zodiac sent four letters with encrypted messages (even though his name

isn't technically "encrypted"):

July 31, 1969 – 408-symbol ciphertext

November 8, 1969 – 340-symbol ciphertext

April 20, 1970 – Letter with Zodiac's name

June 26, 1970 – Letter with the code Mt. Diablo

And at least two with explicit riddles:

October 27, 1970 – Halloween Postcard

January 29, 1974 – Letter from the Exorcist

It's possible that there are allusions and references, even important ones, that have been overlooked so far, but the main

puzzles/decryptions have been solved , because the first ciphertext of 408 symbols was deciphered in 1969 by the couple

Bettye and Donald Harden , the second of 340 in 2020 by researchers Oranchack, Blake, and Van Eycke. Researcher Brooks

decoded the final symbols of the last confirmed message. And the following are the other complete decipherments/solutions

I've provided since 2018, in chronological order:

Final anagram of cipher 408 ;

Zodiac Name ;

Mt. Diablo code ;

Halloween riddle (I'm also submitting this one to Bevilacqua);

Zodiac's latest signature .

A summary of the solutions follows.

Anagram of Z408 solved with “paradice”

The first three letters attributed to the Zodiac were posted on July 31, 1969. They contained three parts of a ciphertext that was

solved a few days later by two Salinas teachers, Donald and Bettye Harden .

The deciphered text reads:

"I like killing people because it's a lot of fun / It's more fun than killing game in the forest / Because man is the most dangerous

animal of all / Killing gives me the most exciting experience / It's even better than fucking a girl / The best part is that when I die

https://ostellovolante.com/zodiacs-first-letters-408-cipher-july-31-1969/
https://ostellovolante.com/dripping-pen-card-340-cipher-november-8-1969/
https://ostellovolante.com/zodiac-name-letter-april-20-1970/
https://ostellovolante.com/mount-diablo-letter-cipher-june-26-1970/
https://ostellovolante.com/halloween-card-october-27-1970/
https://ostellovolante.com/exorcist-letter-january-29-1970/
https://ostellovolante.com/2022/06/02/paradice-chiave-messaggio-cifrato-z408-zodiac-killer/
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/12/12/zodiac-decifrazione-340/
https://ostellovolante.com/2022/06/02/paradice-chiave-messaggio-cifrato-z408-zodiac-killer/
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/11/18/joe-bevilacqua-il-nome-decifrato-di-zodiac/
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/08/03/codice-mt-diablo-bomba-san-leandro/
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/08/03/indovinello-di-halloween-di-zodiac-la-soluzione-e-cucu/
https://ostellovolante.com/2024/04/16/lultima-firma-di-zodiac-tratta-dal-mikado/


I'll be reborn in heaven / And everyone I've killed will become my slaves / I won't give you my name because you'd try to slow

down or stop my collection of slaves for my afterlife / ebeorietemethhpiti "

Third part of the Z408 encrypted message. The anagram EBEORIETEMETHHPITI is highlighted.

There are some spelling errors in the plain text. Paradiso is also pronounced "paradice" with a "c."

The serial killer will use the same word several times later.

"Paradice" is an obsolete archaic term. It could be a play on words with "dice," dice, or“ice”, ice

As for the identity of the message's author, the Harden couple's decipherment seems to contradict this . It

says the serial killer does not want to reveal his name. However, the last 18 characters of the ciphertext remain unresolved .

It reads:

"EBEORIETEMETHHPITI"

Were the letters jumbled to form an anagram?

Perhaps so. In that case, the solution could point to Zodiac's identity, even though his name shouldn't be there.

In June 2022, I managed to decipher the anagram using the columnar transposition method (Zodiac simplified it by

stopping at an intermediate step) and the keyword "paradice."

The solution is:

"E EREB I TOPE I'M THE HIT"

https://ostellovolante.com/2022/06/02/paradice-chiave-messaggio-cifrato-z408-zodiac-killer/


The first part of the sentence is backwards (like six words, including “paradice,” in the Z340 solution ) and contains two Italian

words , the verb “bere” in the infinitive and the conjunction “e.”

The corrected and translated text is a mysterious sentence.

"I DRINK AND I DRINK I'M THE HIT"

In baseball jargon, "hit" is the equivalent of "hit ," and this could simply mean that it's the correct solution to the anagram.

However, the sentence seems more like a riddle than a self-confirmation of the solution.

A riddle to which I know the answer.

In fact, two years before solving the anagram, I came across a 1969 hit while completing the decipherment of the name

Zodiac . A song that inspired the serial killer to encrypt part of his name, “Aquarius—Let the Sunshine In” by 5th Dimension ,

https://ostellovolante.com/2020/12/12/zodiac-decifrazione-340/
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/11/18/joe-bevilacqua-il-nome-decifrato-di-zodiac/
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/11/18/joe-bevilacqua-il-nome-decifrato-di-zodiac/
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aquarius/Let_the_Sunshine_In
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/11/18/joe-bevilacqua-il-nome-decifrato-di-zodiac/
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/11/18/joe-bevilacqua-il-nome-decifrato-di-zodiac/
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aquarius/Let_the_Sunshine_In


which also gives its title to the album “The Age of Aquarius” .

Aquarius is the zodiac sign of Aquarius, the water bearer .

The solution to the anagram is supported by six main points:

"Paradice" is perhaps the most emblematic word in Zodiac's correspondence. He may have used it as a keyword.

A complete sentence emerges , “…pe I'm the hit”, with the first transposition.

The result of the second transposition of the previous part, obtained by following the same method, is sensibly linked to the

next one, giving meaning to that “…pe” which becomes “tope”.

Splitting only the first line of the diagram, and not other letters in the following line, is compatible with the division of the

sentence by the length of the identified keyword.

The solution contains backwards words as in the following ciphertext.

In the letter signed “a friend” (perhaps of Zodiac) a Old Norse word is mentioned which the anonymous writer uses in a

figurative sense, “[to] kill” , and which literally means “to hit”.

Mt. Diablo Code

The 32-symbol ciphertext sent on June 26, 1970, follows Zodiac's "cipher name," which I leave at the end of this chapter.

Attached to the letter is a map with a compass pointing to true north (erroneous by 2° east). It states that the compass should

point to magnetic north.

The author of the message writes that the map, along with the ciphertext, indicates the location where he would place the

bomb.

He states that the bomb's target is no longer a school bus because the school is closed for vacation.

https://ostellovolante.com/2020/12/12/zodiac-decifrazione-340/
https://ostellovolante.com/letter-from-a-friend-february-3-1974/
https://ostellovolante.com/mount-diablo-letter-cipher-june-26-1970/
https://ostellovolante.com/mount-diablo-letter-cipher-june-26-1970/#jp-carousel-8252


On the left, the decipherment. On the right, a detail of the Zodiac compass. Note that it is divided into four quadrants, but instead of the cardinal points, there are

multiples of 3.

In a letter the following month, the puzzle killer suggests that the solution involves "inches and radians." A distance and an

angle, then.

The solution is indeed alphanumeric and contains a distance in miles and an angle in degrees (which has one extra turn).

"Foothill Blvd Hillcrest 14 will make me 570°"

In addition to indicating the location where he would place a bomb, Zodiac provides a distance to the nearest 14 miles, and

the measurement of an angle, 570° (an azimuth , in this case).

This is the route to follow from the top of Mount Diablo to the target (according to the map used by Zodiac), which is located

in the town of San Leandro . To determine it, the author of the ciphertext used the classic method of orienteering with a

compass and map.

The decipherment contains a semantic error, as it confuses “away” with “far” . Both mean “far” in Italian, but only “away” can

be used to mean “distant” in English. However, this isn’t the first glaring error he’s made by native speakers. In the previous

letter, he wrote “cid” instead of “kid” . “Cerous” instead of “curious” .

https://ostellovolante.com/little-list-letter-july-26-1970/
https://www.caisenigallia.it/orientamento/
https://www.sentierimontagna.it/come-si-usa-la-bussola/


You can use a program like Paint 3d to check both the length of the pointer and the degrees of the solution using the image on the right, by turning the Zodiac

compass

To verify the solution, you can use the image at this link and overlay it on the Zodiac map.

Foothill Boulevard and Hillcrest indicate a specific area of ​​San Leandro where the Alameda Sheriff's station “Eden

Township” is located , which according to the Zodiac map is 14 and decimal miles (in reality, 16 and a half) from the summit of

Mt. Diablo and is at an angle of 570° (210° and one turn) from 1970 magnetic north in the area on the map.

The location of the decipherment is indicated with millimetric precision by the “elongated” compass pointer aligning

the segments into which the quadrants are divided.

Zoom

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/zodiac-compass-test.png
https://www.google.com/maps?f=l&hl=en&q=15001+Foothill+Boulevard%2c+San+Leandro%2c+CA+94578
https://www.google.com/maps?f=l&hl=en&q=15001+Foothill+Boulevard%2c+San+Leandro%2c+CA+94578


Halloween Postcard: Peek-a-boo

In late October 1970, Zodiac sent a postcard to Chronicle reporter Paul Avery that appeared to contain a riddle.

To make the solution easier to understand, I used a reproduction of the postcard from David Fincher's film "Zodiac," not the

black-and-white photocopies from the FBI, which are available in the solution post.

Zodiac made some changes to the original pre-printed postcard (a cutout of a pumpkin , a skeleton, drawings, writing, etc.).

On the first page it reads:

"I feel it in my bones, 

you long to know my name, 

and then I'll give you a clue... "

On the left, a replica from the movie "Zodiac" of the postcard sent by the serial killer. On the right, an unaltered copy of the original.

I found the possible solution to the riddle in 2017, before the discussions with Bevilacqua , to whom I submitted the

postcard in August 2017.

On that occasion, the Italian-American sneered and then, silently, with only the movements of his fingers, indicated what I

already considered to be confirmation of the solution (next images).

https://ostellovolante.com/halloween-card-october-27-1970/
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/08/03/indovinello-di-halloween-di-zodiac-la-soluzione-e-cucu/


The riddle involves the game of peek-a-boo , and the Italian pronunciation of the letter “Q,” which sounds similar to the “cu” in

“cucù.”

Therefore, the clue to Zodiac’s name is the letter Q.

Zodiac used the Braille alphabet , inserting "ie" (meaning "that is") and the symbol of Red Ryder 's ranch , the protagonist of a

Western comic, to direct the reader to confirm the solution (image below right).

Zodiac's postcard alludes to a second Western comic starring Tim Holt as Redmask .

Both characters' names have the word "red" in common , and this may be a reference to the hair color of his disguise on the

night of the Stine murder.

Solution to the Halloween riddle . The postcard here is a replica of the original, which is green. The pun is based on the assonance between "cucù" and "qq."

The fact that Zodiac chose the VF symbol for the Red Ryder Ranch probably depends on the encrypted name he sent a few

months earlier. Two symbols in that text are taken from a seal depicting a bull (an animal also present in Bevilacqua's house

in the form of a figurine , during our first meeting ).

The Halloween card also includes a reference to water , via another western comic featuring Redmask (image below).

A few years ago, researcher Tahoe27 discovered that the four “by…”s on the last page of the Zodiac postcard (“by fire”, “by

gun” etc.) were copied from a wheel of death drawn on the cover of issue 30 of a comic book starring actor Tim Holt .

The skeleton head in Zodiac's red mask partially covers a sentence (bottom right image) . Similarly, Redmask's head

partially covers a fifth "death by..." not copied by Zodiac. A "mysterious" word beginning with W.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peekaboo
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/08/03/indovinello-di-halloween-di-zodiac-la-soluzione-e-cucu/
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/11/18/joe-bevilacqua-il-nome-decifrato-di-zodiac
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/11/18/joe-bevilacqua-il-nome-decifrato-di-zodiac/#cerous-lac
https://comicbookplus.com/?dlid=21570


Red Ryder, Redmask… the emphasis on the color red, like Virgil Starkwell 's hair color , could be an allusion to the disguise in the Stine murder

In drawing the Q-shaped “nest” around the bird (a cuckoo) the author perhaps clumsily attempted to emulate the Q on the

cover of the Fifth Dimension single “Aquarius – Let the sunshine in” which he used in the encryption method of the “Zodiac

name” a few months before sending the Halloween Card .



Pumpkin

The pumpkin wasn't on the original Halloween postcard . Zodiac put it there.

Why?

Of course, it's a symbol of Halloween. What makes me think there's more, however, is the Z drawn by Zodiac on the inside

pages and on the envelope.

The suspicion that it's not Zodiac's initial , as he might have us believe, arises from the fact that the presence of his initial is

an exception in his correspondence. It would be the only time he would have included it.

On the left, the anomalous symbols under the skeleton with the red mask. On the right, I label the clues on the postcard envelope.

In 2018, I mentioned what I thought was the reason for including the pumpkin on the Halloween card. I removed it due to lack

of evidence .

I decided to reinstate it after solving the anagram of cipher 408 in 2022.

"I drink and I gulp I'm the hit"

It's supposed to be a pun in Italian on the same theme as the anagram and compatible with Halloween.

I came up with this idea after stumbling upon a tray I had at home identical to the one in the next image.

This is a tray of the Italian liqueur “Zucca” , very popular in Italy at the time of Zodiac.



Although I have not found any evidence so far that the Z with the detached dot was in use before 1972, the Chinese girl

whose body forms a Z had already been the symbol of the brand since the 1950s.

The most famous advertisements for Zucca bitter (these date back to the 1960s) portray a Chinese girl or a girl with Chinese features who positions herself as a Z

The detached dot, for Zodiac, could represent a macabre allusion .

In 1968-69, to highlight the low blood alcohol content of Rabarbaro Zucca, this motto was reported in advertisements:

"The aperitif that won't make you lose your mind."



While it may have been the work of wild animals, only the skull of Donna Lass , the victim to whom the Halloween postcard

may allude, has been found to date .

Rhubarb Pumpkin advertisement from the late 1960s

Zodiac's name

https://www.rainews.it/articoli/2023/12/usa-i-resti-trovati-presso-il-lago-tahoe-hanno-un-nome-si-tratta-di-donna-lass-scomparsa-nel-1971-255b44f5-d206-42bd-845f-d7ecefe7a1a3.html


Unlike the ciphertexts mentioned above, the 408 with its final anagram and the Mt. Diablo Code with its arrow, as well as the

340 (I talk about it at this link ), the “Zodiac name” is not based on a substitution cipher .

Complete solution

This becomes clear when you discover that the author of the message reproduced most of the symbols almost identically

from texts he may have consulted in a public library (Graysmith has speculated that he was, in fact, doing research there).

The image below clearly shows the similarity between the codex bearing the Zodiac's name and two reproductions

contained in books on ancient inscriptions that were digitized a few years ago.

On the left, above the cipher, is the inscription in ancient Greek "anetheke." On the right, the two Brahmi letters "mi" and "ya."

“ Anetheke ,” which in English translates to “ set up as a votive / dedicated, ” was part of a dedicatory formula to deities

found in the inscriptions of many ancient Greek temples.

The verb “set up ,” which in English also means “to set up,” is cited on the second page of the letter. This can hardly be a

coincidence.

Researcher Tom Voigt , the first to publicize the connection on the website zodiackiller.com , hypothesizes that Zodiac copied

something from Frederic W. Goudy 's “The Alphabet” because of the distinctive shape of Theta, similar to a Celtic cross. The

inscription comes from a temple of Poseidon, god of the sea , mistakenly located in the book near Lake Tenaro (actually, Cape

Tenaro ).

https://ostellovolante.com/2020/12/12/zodiac-decifrazione-340/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/abs/artists-and-signatures-in-ancient-greece/glossary/CE171EDDF2209056685BF1B9C03F1F7C
https://ostellovolante.com/zodiac-name-letter-april-20-1970/#jp-carousel-8231
https://www.tapatalk.com/groups/zodiackillerfr/temple-of-poseidon-t1080.html
https://archive.org/details/cu31924020595934/page/n23/mode/2up


The method of the first part of the decipherment is indicated by the word “set up ” , translation of “anetheke” , which is

found on the second page of the letter.

I emphasize the concept by replacing the opening words on the second page with "My name is..." The translation is this:

"[My name is] set like this..."

Under the sentence, Zodiac drew a sun with two rays, a road and a bus in transit.

Superimposed on the ciphertext, the bus diagram reveals two letters and a word that alludes to the last part of Zodiac's

name.

Corresponding to the circled 8 symbols, the sun "captures" two letters: E, I, and the hyphen, indicating a translation

underlying the ciphertext.

Two translations of the second arrow form the word ICE, from "cerous."

I illustrate the complete method in the video below.



The concept is that to decrypt the letters you need to let sunlight enter the school bus , as I highlight in the next image by

virtually making it slide along the road.

I'm just moving the bus to highlight the concept

You can verify this part of the decryption by using the image at this link or the one in the gallery below and sliding the

graphic over the letter.

Click to enlarge, then overlay using a program like Paint

Ostello Volante

Zodiac Killer's name decryption. "Let the sunshine in"Zodiac Killer's name decryption. "Let the sunshine in"

Watch on

https://i.imgur.com/UHHRwEp.png
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrFSZmJjfqQ-PzGEOQ-HT4g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrFSZmJjfqQ-PzGEOQ-HT4g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RVoDu6oMHmU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RVoDu6oMHmU


The identified method is strengthened by the solution of the anagram at the end of 408 , which according to Zodiac would

contain his identity (but not his name), a riddle with two Italian words including the verb “bere” .

"I drink and [drink and] gulp down I'm the hit"

What “hit” are you talking about?

I received a tip from Bevilacqua on July 28, 2017, although I can't say at the time if it would be useful.

When I ask Falciani the American what he thinks of Zodiac, he, imperturbable, reflects for a few seconds, then responds with

his usual half-smile:

"In my opinion, he is five people ."

I won't give much weight to this strange statement ( why five? ) until I come across the probable source of inspiration for

Zodiac, a Fifth Dimension hit that reached number two on the Billboard Hot 100 in 1969 and won a Grammy for Best

Recording of the Year in 1970 .

“Aquarius – Let the sunshine in” , that is “aquarius – let the sunshine in”.

Is this a reference to the “sunbeam” method and the 5th Dimension song that Bevilacqua continues to call “Raying” Vigilantes

on July 28, 2017 ?

ViniBassMan

The 5th Dimension Age of Aquarius 1969The 5th Dimension Age of Aquarius 1969

Watch on

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billboard_Year-End_Hot_100_singles_of_1969
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/12th_Annual_Grammy_Awards
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCT5wxCzbe7SOi1zUdOPB9kQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCT5wxCzbe7SOi1zUdOPB9kQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjxSCAalsBE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjxSCAalsBE


Below is the cover of the single.

“Aquarius – Let the Sunshine In” is composed of two songs from the hippie musical “Hair ,” which was performing at the

Geary Theatre the night of the Stine murder.

On October 11, 1969, according to the police , Zodiac got into his future victim’s taxi right near that theater , at the

intersection of Mason and Geary Streets .

From the advertisements of the time and from the poster for the show at the Geary Theatre, we can see that the musical

uses an 8 as its symbol , like the one in the Zodiac cipher, where the “sunbeams” that decipher E, I and ICE are passed.

One clue supporting these findings is the October 5, 1970, Zodiac postcard (below), composed of newspaper clippings from

an insert in the SF Sunday Examiner and Chronicle and oddly featuring an “upside-down” paragraph (next image on the right).

https://imgur.com/ghanfkb
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/hair-geary-theatre-1969.jpg?w=736
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/hair-geary-theatre-san-francisco-1969.png
https://ostellovolante.com/13-holes-card-october-5-1970/
https://ostellovolante.com/13-holes-card-october-5-1970/


In the weeks preceding the postcard's mailing, several “Hair” ads with the headline “upside-down” were published (next image

on the left).

On the left is a "topsy-turvy" ad from Hair in September 1970. On the right is a postcard from October 5, 1970, mimicking the Hair ad from three weeks earlier.

Since I didn't bring Bevilacqua the second page of Zodiac's letter, which was supposed to be used to decrypt the text based on

the Fifth Dimension song, I figured all this out later. Much of it came from research on the website newspapers.com , which

contains millions of editions of American newspapers, and other sources I cite in the decryption .

Once the “hit” has been identified ( Aquarius-let the sunshine in ), which also serves to encrypt E, I and the word ICE , it is

possible to expect that Zodiac has Italian origins (a hypothesis also compatible with the solution to the Halloween riddle )

and that its name contains the word “water” (aquarius, ice, by water, water theory etc.).

The list of surnames recorded by the Census Bureau in 2010 (with 100 or more occurrences) containing the word

WATER/ACQUA/AQUA meaning "water" and compatible with the letters E and I decoded is composed of only 9 names .

One of these , entirely compatible with the solution, contains the verb "bere" cited in the anagram.

DRINK WATER

https://ostellovolante.com/2018/06/06/zodiac-la-decifrazione-del-nome/
https://ostellovolante.com/2020/08/03/indovinello-di-halloween-di-zodiac-la-soluzione-e-cucu/
https://www.census.gov/topics/population/genealogy/data/2010_surnames.html


“Why did he write 'waxy'?”

In 2017, I received a tip from the potential author of the message, Bevilacqua. After reading the letter's opening lines, he

focused on the sentence below the encrypted text.

" This sentence is strange . Why did he write 'waxy' instead of 'curious' ?" 

"Ah... You think it's a mistake..."

The ciphertext with the phrase below

My name is - 

[SYMBOLS] 



I am moderately waxy (sic) to know 

how much money you have on my 

head now.

“Cerous” is useful for getting ICE , but it's not my first discovery.

Reflecting on Bevilacqua's emphasis, a few weeks after our last in-person conversation in August 2017, I get a sense of how the

encrypted message should be read.

"Ceroso" corresponds to the letters "lac" in the surname Bevilacqua.

"Lac" is the main substance in sealing wax.

The ciphertext is part of a puzzle.

Waxy and LAC

Below, the probable source of the anchor symbol. It is an attempted Brahmi translation by archaeologist Alexander

Cunningham of a Harappan seal inscription in “The Inscriptions of Asoka . ”

Seals were used to imprint sealing wax on parchments, letters, and other documents, leaving a mark or emblem.

The encoding of Zodiac's name was not achieved with a substitution cipher.

The symbols are part of a sort of puzzle that combines parts of Zodiac's real name with the phrase underneath .

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lac_(resin)
https://archive.org/details/inscriptionsaso00hultgoog/page/n233/mode/2up?view=theater


Let's take the last three letters of the ciphertext, NAM , which also give the title to the book I brought with me to the talks

with Bevilacqua in 2017.

"Nam" was a familiar term for the 2.5 million American soldiers who served in Vietnam in the 1960s and 1970s. The diminutive

of the Southeast Asian nation means "south" in Vietnamese. But in neighboring Thailand, the same pronunciation is used

to mean "water," Fabio , a reader of the blog, informs me .

Thailand, Washington's ally during the war, hosted several American air bases and was a favorite destination for soldiers

stationed in Vietnam to go on R&R leave . In the photo of D'Addario and Colombo, the Thai flag is visible on the first flagpole

on the left.

NAM is the opposite of MAN. These letters could also have been chosen for the comic book hero AQUAMAN .

Be that as it may, the combination of NAM and the last part of the word ACQUA is QUA-NAM, the Latin translation of “in

what way”, “how” , the last word of the ciphertext.

… how dolphins hear is extraordinary

The purpose of the M , inserted between ANETHEKE, the last 8 of Hair and the Harappan seal symbol, is to encrypt a letter B

with the use of the name of the actor Bekim Fehmiu .

https://www.thailanguagehut.com/i-believe-you-may-hear-something-about-water-or-nam-so-lets-be-chill-with-compound-words-about-water-or-namsha/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Air_Force_in_Thailand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/R%26R_(military)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aquaman


As seen in the chapter “Ulysses” , the main character of the Italian series “Odissea” is also the protagonist of an expensive

Hollywood film, “The Adventurers”, which was showing in several cinemas in San Francisco and the Bay Area when the letter

with the Zodiac's encrypted name was sent.

“Mildly” in this context is translated into Italian as moderately. Therefore, the connection found in the V of “Bevilacqua,” the

most common surname containing “acqua” in the United States , is “drink – moderately . ”

A phrase halfway between “I drink and gulp” from the anagram of Z408 and “don’t drink the water” , the title of Woody

Allen’s play which 50 minutes after the telephone claim of September 27, 1969 was performed in a Napa theater 140 meters

away from the phone booth used by Zodiac.

In the initial part, the inversion of the first E and the N of ANETHEKE allows the author of the message to encrypt the third

letter of his name, an E, forming the word ENEA .

In the decipherment we find the name Aeneas, protagonist of Virgil's Aeneid

The reference is to Virgil , the great poet from Mantua who shares his name with Virgil Starkwell , the protagonist of “Take

the Money and Run” played by Zodiac in the attacks on Lake Berryessa and San Francisco.

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/cognomi-acqua-aqua-us-census-2010.png
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/cognomi-acqua-aqua-us-census-2010.png


The serial killer may have gotten the idea while frequenting the area south of the Bridge Cinema, where Luanne F. High

School and the Presentation Theatre are located, where “The Mikado” was performed a week after Stine’s murder and

between April 18 and 26, 1970 , when he sent the letter with his name encrypted.

At the end of April 1970, in the same area, at Lone Mountain, Henry Purcell ’s drama “Dido and Aeneas,” inspired by a

famous passage from Virgil ’s poem , was performed .

A clue to this indirect reference to the name of the protagonist of “Take the Money and Run” is found at the bottom of the first

page of the letter, when the serial killer writes that his previous bomb had misfired . He concludes:

https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/zodiac-name-mikado-april-70.jpg
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Purcell
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Didone_ed_Enea
https://ostellovolante.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/zodiac-name-mikado-april-70.jpg


" I got drenched in the rain we had a little while ago."

I believe that with this phrase Zodiac is not referring to a real event . Again, he uses it to identify himself with Virgil

Starkwell.

In a review by Stanley Eichelbaum in the Examiner of October 8, 1969, we read:

"Eventually, Virgil is sent to prison, where he's clever enough to carve a bar of soap into the shape of a gun that looks

convincing. Then, on the day he decides to escape, he's caught in a terrible downpour ."

The soap gun melts under the It rains and Virgil is taken back to his cell.

This scene is recalled at the end of the film (spoiler), when Virgil, once again captured by the police, tells the documentary

filmmaker who is interviewing him:

"I'm very good with my hands... do you know if it's raining outside ?"

Finally, the first combination of the ciphertext, I=JO, is probably residual .

After moving the N and first E of ANETHEKE to form ENEA, “Zodiac” doesn’t have many choices for a sensible combination

with the first two letters.

Ostello Volante

Il travestimento di Zodiac. Scene da "Prendi i soldi e scappa"Il travestimento di Zodiac. Scene da "Prendi i soldi e scappa"

Watch on

https://i.imgur.com/Wk5DA3M.jpeg
https://youtu.be/Oq1mvhHzdyw?si=LH7fhJMSLnJ2-ccv&t=105
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrFSZmJjfqQ-PzGEOQ-HT4g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrFSZmJjfqQ-PzGEOQ-HT4g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oq1mvhHzdyw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oq1mvhHzdyw


For this reason, he adopts a trick , and on the second page of the letter he writes an I similar to a J above the equals sign and a

10 which, written IO, can mean “I” in Italian, that is “I” .

From which: I = IO = JO.

Coincidences with the murder of Alessandra Vanni

It should be noted that the reference to “seals” is also present in the crime of 9 August 1997 of the taxi driver Alessandra

Vanni, found in the car she was driving in via Doccia, in front of the cemetery of Castellina in Chianti, her hands tied behind

the seat with string .

The crime scene is located near an Etruscan burial mound along a road leading to Florence (passing through Falciani).

In 2018, I will report to the Siena Prosecutor's Office a series of coincidences that will lead to the acquisition of Bevilacqua's

DNA.

Alessandra Vanni's hands tied behind the seat with a string, "string" in English

The Carabinieri of the local station, a few days after the murder, received an anonymous letter with a quote from the

Apocalypse of St. John in Latin .

https://www.fanpage.it/attualita/la-storia-di-siena-22-il-taxi-della-morte/
https://www.fanpage.it/attualita/la-storia-di-siena-22-il-taxi-della-morte/


"Quis est dignus aperire librum, et solvere signacula ejus?"

The translation is: “Who is worthy to open the book and loose the seals ?”

Maybe it's just someone who wants to help the investigation?

It could be a coincidence, of course, but I'm suspicious, in addition to the use of Latin and the reference to seals , the string

with which the taxi driver was tied.

String is also used to “untie” seals.

Nowadays, a seal (top left), sealing wax, and string are often used in composing wedding invitations. Image source

In 2024, Valeria Vecchione will point out to me and Daniele Trinchieri the similarity between the knot used to tie Alessandra

Vanni's hands and that of the seal of the tomb of the Pharaoh Tutankhamun , also famous for his curse.

https://imaginediy.co.uk/products/sealing-wax-champagne
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tutankhamon


I rule out any coincidences. It seems like we're looking at the signature of a serial killer .

Under the bomb diagram used to decipher the Zodiac name, there is the word “string ,” which in English means string .

If this word is also included when superimposing the diagram over the ciphertext with the sun disk on the I, “string” matches

the symbols attributable to the Harappan seal .

In the same case there are:

1. A reference to paradise similar to that of the Lass case , since perhaps the murderer got into the victim's taxi near Via del

Paradiso in Siena;

2. A reference to water , as in all crimes attributed with certainty to Zodiac since the crime scene is in Via Doccia .

3. The victim was a taxi driver . Zodiac is certainly credited with the Stine murder , but in recent years, as we've seen, another

suspicious homicide of a taxi driver dating back to 1962 has emerged.

Bevilacqua's DNA doesn't match that extracted from the victim's fingernails.

However, I still have a doubt.

Tying the victim's hands with string behind the seat may have a symbolic meaning for the murderer. But from the photo

(below), it's clear that the position in which the victim's hands are tied—behind the seat— would allow the murderer in the

passenger seat to easily manipulate them , minimizing contact and without leaving the taxi.

In the 1990s, DNA was known , and defying the police was part of Zodiac's modus operandi .

Could it be that the culprit purposely inserted DNA fragments of other people's skin into the victim's fingernails?

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/italian-english/spago


Letters, sealing wax and seal

POSTSCRIPT: THE COVER-UP

It is often said that "the only certainty" in the Monster of Florence case is that the murder gun was the same from 1968

to 1985.

Few people know that even this is not a certainty .

The Monster's firearm was certainly fired at crime scenes from '74 to '85 . There is not the same certainty for the '68 case.

This double homicide, in fact, was connected to the subsequent ones only in '82 , when by "fortuitous and inexplicable

coincidence" (investigating judge Mario Rotella ) five cartridge cases and five bullets were discovered in the Stefano Mele

trial file .

1. The artifacts found in one of the folders come from the gun of the person who fired from '74 to '85.

2. This proves that they belong to the Monster, not that they are the same ones from '68 . To confirm this, we would need

microscope photographs dating back to '68, but none were taken at the time . There are only the expert's descriptions,

which are too general to be certain. Furthermore, there are some contradictions, as I'll explain later.

A healthy suspicion should arise from the circumstances surrounding the discovery of this evidence.

Who left the findings there among the trial documents that can be consulted by the parties and by anyone authorized by

the Court?

How long has it been since they were unsealed in the evidence office (the “evidence department”)?

And, above all, are they really the same cartridge cases and bullets found in '68 Signa?

What “certainties” can a 14-year break in the chain of custody provide?

The possibility that the Monster artifacts were replaced is not as remote as one might think.

I have reconstructed this hypothesis in two reports ( I discuss them here ) included in the Bevilacqua investigation files from

2020 and 2021. They include documentation from my research, a consultation with 21 experts , and the results of a ballistics

test proving that credible replicas of the Signa bullets and cartridge cases can be obtained to replace the originals. These

replicas, in the Monster case, would have been made with the serial killer's gun.

To date, there is no evidence to rule out the possibility that the 1968 connection was a red herring . On the contrary, there

are facts that make this hypothesis plausible and clues that point in that direction.

I'll list them.

The chain of custody of the Signa shell casings and bullets was interrupted for an undetermined number of years, and the

Florence Prosecutor's Office was unable to reconstruct the sequence of events.

https://ostellovolante.com/2021/08/05/mostro-zodiac-delitto-1968-depistaggio/
https://ostellovolante.com/2021/08/06/come-il-mostro-ha-depistato-le-indagini-sul-1968-test-balistico-e-ricostruzione-dei-fatti/
https://ostellovolante.com/2021/08/06/come-il-mostro-ha-depistato-le-indagini-sul-1968-test-balistico-e-ricostruzione-dei-fatti/


There are no microscopic photographs capable of confirming that the evidence found in the Mele file is the same as that

found in '68.

The finds described in '68 and those found in the folder present only generic similarities that are easily replicable (brand, type

of firearm, etc.).

There are inconsistencies between the Monster findings in the file and the 1968 descriptions that are difficult to interpret as

the result of an expert error.

The investigations stemming from the connection were inconclusive despite extensive investigative efforts. The Monster

continued to kill.

The '68 crime continues to be considered "different" from other double homicides, in terms of motive and method of

execution, and no concrete link has been found with the Monster crimes apart from the cartridge cases and bullets in the

Mele file .

Beretta .22 caliber 70 series with short barrel

A comparison should be made between the 1968 expert report and the findings to determine the similarities and

differences.

From 1982 to 2023, the judicial authority never commissioned an expert to prepare a written opinion on a comparison

of this type .

Beretta, Colt, and Ruger .22 from the 1960s. There are countless .22-caliber pistols. The "barrel"-shaped firing pin (like the one on the Monster pistol) is common in

weapons of this caliber, even among carbines.

In 2020 and 2021, I had reported this gap to the Prosecutor's Office, pointing out in the latest report to the documents

summarised in the post on the "misdirection" the need to appoint a qualified consultant to carry out a comparison

between the shell casings and bullets of the Monster found in the Mele file and the descriptions in the 1968 Zuntini

report .

The request for this investigation was made in 2023 by the then lawyers of some of the injured parties, Vieri Adriani,

Valter Biscotti and Antonio Mazzeo , who suggested also using for the comparison the possible bullet found in the body

of Antonio Lo Bianco , one of the victims of '68.

In early 2024, this request was denied by the Florence Prosecutor's Office.

https://ostellovolante.com/2021/08/06/mostro-zodiac-delitto-1968-depistaggio-prove/


April 22, 2021. Minutes of filing of my report on the cover-up

Problems

From 1982 to today, investigators have thought the evidence was the same for three reasons.

1. The bullets were Winchester superspeed .22 caliber;

2. The striker mark was bar-shaped ;

3. Some characteristics of the bullet deformations were compatible.

But are these similarities enough to rule out a substitution?

Regarding the similarities of the cartridge cases, a ballistics expert interviewed in 2021 told me:

"It's like saying a car has four wheels and a steering wheel."

The description “bar” isn’t even enough to identify the make or model of the gun.

Many .22 calibers , even rifles, leave a bar-shaped firing pin mark , ballistics experts I consulted in 2021 will tell me.

As for the brand of cartridges, Winchester is mentioned . Even those who have never held a gun in their hands might have

heard of it. Its cartridges are among the best-selling in the world.



On the left, ejected shell casings from a Beretta 76. On the right, from a rifle. Both are "bar-shaped." Photos taken from my 2021 report, which will be included in the

Bevilacqua case file.

The inconsistency of the ejector sign

The cartridge cases and bullets found in the Mele file are similar to those in Signa, but only in a generic way. That is, they

are easily replicable if one wanted to replace them.

Not only that. They present various inconsistencies that support the hypothesis of a cover-up . One of the most important is

that of the ejector mark .

The following is the description given by ballistics expert Innocenzo Zuntini in his 1974 report on the Rabatta murder.

Referring to the ejector mark left by the Monster's gun, the same on all the cartridge cases from his crimes and those in the

Mele file, he states:

"...the five cartridge cases found clearly bear the ejector mark..."

And again:

"...on the case back of each of them you can see the double ejector mark at 9 and 7 o'clock ..."

Zuntini report from '74

Transcript of the Zuntini report on the shell casings of the '74 Monster, source: Vieri Adriani

The ejector mark is defined as "detectable," "clearly imprinted ." Just like the cartridge cases found in the Mele file, which are

indeed from the Monster (but are they the same ones from '68?).

https://www.avvocatoadriani.it/wp/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/5.-Relazione-di-consulenza-balistica-sul-delitto-del-1974.Parte-seconda-1.pdf


The ejector marks from the serial killer's gun are actually visible to the naked eye (when held up to the light), recognizable

even by an inexperienced person. His weapon, like others, leaves this distinct mark .

Case in the Mele file. Circled in red, the ejector

"scratch" is evident at 9 o'clock.

If these cartridge cases were the same ones from '68, we should find confirmation of this in the description of the ballistics

report from the time, signed by Zuntini himself. The ejector marks must match those on the cartridge cases found in the

Mele file.

I don't think there's anything to add to the serious inconsistency that emerges from what the ballistics expert wrote in '68.

"We also note that on all the seized cartridge cases the signs [...] of the ejector (which are normally found on the edge of the

base at approximately 8 o'clock ) are almost undetectable  ."

Zuntini report from '68

In the report on the Signa crime dated September 28, 1968, signed by Brigadier Gerardo Matassino, we read that according

to Zuntini the weapon was "old, rusty and worn" and "presumably a Beretta ." Yet, in the ballistics report subsequently

delivered to the prosecutor Piero Luigi Vigna , after having carried out comparisons with 35 pistols, Zuntini does not

identify either the make or the model of the weapon , claiming that:

"... we were unable to find in any of them a firing pin that produced a percussion mark of the same shape as that

imprinted on the seized cartridge cases."

Zuntini, in the next paragraph, explains that there are weapons that leave a similar percussion mark, but they don't provide

certainty about the weapon's identification.

Is it possible that among the 35 pistols tested for comparison, there wasn't even a single .22 Beretta, or that Zuntini

wasn't able to identify the Signa weapon as such?



Zuntini report from '68

Estimation of the probability of misdirection

There are only two possible alternatives to explain the inconsistency of the ejector track, which is accompanied by others that I

discuss in the post on the misdirection .

An observation error by Zuntini;

A red herring. The authentic finds from Signa were replaced by others from the Mostro pistol.

Faced with an either/or situation, I thought it would be useful to do some statistical research to answer this question :

How likely is it that a ballistics expert like Zuntini would be unable to make a few simple observations (for example, indicating

where the ejector pin marks are) so as to rule out a red herring?

After consulting 11 ballistics experts , all of whom were able to pinpoint the location of the ejector mark, I decided to

conduct a simple random probability sampling.

I believe that in this case, Zuntini can be compared to today's ballistics experts because the inconsistent observations were

easy to make, including the one on the ejector mark, and did not require technological means or knowledge that he lacked in

1968.

I obtained a sample of 10 individuals randomly selected from a population of 263 names of ballistics experts registered in

138 of the current 140 courts in Italy. In the report, I had requested/counted some who were being dismissed, for a total of

155. To correct the population number, I added 1.9 (average number of ballistics experts per court) for each court. Rounding

up, we can say that the population is 300 .

I made it a rule to exclude the people I had consulted and those who had already dealt with the Monster case. After the draw, I

had to replace with a new draw those who had been included in the lists by mistake (2 names).

Each expert's name was written on slips of paper that I randomly pulled from a container.

I showed the 10 randomly selected experts, who were also contacted via email or telephone, photographs of the bullets and a

spent cartridge attached to the Mele file, taken from Paride Minervini 's ballistics report (2016). I asked them several

questions, without informing them of the reason so as not to influence them.

Their responses were also attached to the report delivered to investigators in 2021, linked at the beginning of the post on the

cover-up .

https://ostellovolante.com/2021/08/05/mostro-zodiac-delitto-1968-depistaggio/
https://ostellovolante.com/2021/08/05/mostro-zodiac-delitto-1968-depistaggio/
https://ostellovolante.com/2021/08/05/mostro-zodiac-delitto-1968-depistaggio/


Formula to use for calculating the sample

Results

Both in the reasoned selection and in the random one that led me to consult approximately 7% of the population of ballistics

experts registered in the court registers, 100% of them were able to recognize and indicate where the ejector mark was

located , unlike Zuntini.

This was to be expected, given that even a person without particular knowledge of ballistics is able to distinguish it on the

cartridge cases attached to the Mele file.

A cartridge case found in the Mele file was shown to the ballistics experts interviewed.

The ejector "scratch" is at 9 o'clock. It is visible to the naked eye.

Regarding all the anomalies, the answers of the 10 randomly selected experts gave these results.

No expert (unlike Zuntini) defined the ejector mark on the cartridge case found in the folder as “almost undetectable” and

everyone was able to identify it;

No expert (unlike Zuntini) has observed impact incisions on bullet A (but they could be on the side of the bullet not visible in

the image);

One of them defined the scratch on the E bullet as a “burr parallel to the rifling”;

No one committed all three of Zuntini's alleged errors.



From left to right the alleged bullets A, B, C, D, E

Regardless of the sampling method (from haphazard to random), as the number of experts consulted increased, the

proportion of those who contradicted Zuntini's observations on the ejector, or did not make the full set of errors on the

characteristics of the bullets (some of which were possible, as mentioned), remained unchanged (100%).

Given the outcome of these 21 interviews, it can be reasonably assumed that in the overall population of professional ballistics

experts in Italy:

1. The majority will be able to confidently indicate the ejector track of the cartridge cases attached to the Mele file;

2. Most will not make Zuntini's hypothetical complete series of errors in observing/describing the bullets.

I recall that the calculation reported in my report submitted to the investigators is incorrect, for various reasons, but it can

easily be corrected.

Considering the 10 randomly selected experts, if you use this online calculator (formula below), with a 99% confidence level

and maximum variability, you can be almost certain that the probability that the "survey" result does NOT accurately reflect the

responses of the entire population of 300 experts is 40% (margin of error).

Since the answers are unequivocal, that 40% can be converted into an estimate of the probability that a registered ballistics

expert, like Zuntini, would be incapable of correctly making the observation on the ejector that would justify the

inconsistencies between the 1968 report and the attached evidence.

The same applies to the bullets, if the discrepancies were confirmed.

This means that, updating the Zuntini report , the probability that the '68 expert was wrong is lower than that of a

misdirection.

The misdirection has a 60% chance of having occurred.

https://it.surveymonkey.com/mp/margin-of-error-calculator/


Only the Monster could have done the '68 cover-up

Giuttari and the deputy prosecutor of Perugia, Giuliano Mignini , also suspect that there is a diversion behind the connection

with the '68 crime, having verified an idea by journalist Tommaso D'Altilia in the early 2000s.



Inspired by Mattei, D'Altilia suspected the existence of a conspiracy at the institutional level that would have decided to

attribute the '68 crime to the Monster. An intrigue that would have also involved the intelligence services .

In reality, it's not necessary to theorize a "conspiracy" to explain the cover-up. A significant point, however, is that in order to

do so, it was necessary to first have the shell casings and bullets from the Monster's gun.

Anyone authorized to do so—magistrates, judicial police officials, clerks, lawyers, and others—had access to the Mele trial

documents where the Monster's findings were found. But who among them could have had the "replicas" for the

replacement?

Only the investigators and the Monster .

Law enforcement could have hidden some shell casings found at the Monster crime scenes and then inserted them into the

Mele file, for example.

Attaching them, passing them off as those from Signa, wouldn't have been difficult. But for what purpose?

And the bullets?

Ballistics report from 1968

Unlike cartridge cases, bullets deform upon impact, taking on unique characteristics. They had to resemble the '68

descriptions and, above all, there had to be enough of them for a replacement .

The only confirmed murder in which the Monster used copper-coated cartridges before the connection with Signa

occurred in 1974.

According to the official reconstruction, only one 10-round magazine was emptied (plus one in the chamber, perhaps).

Investigators deduced this from the fact that the girl had been wounded by the bullets and then stabbed to death. Eight

bullets were found and catalogued.

This means that, even assuming the other three bullets had been hidden by the Carabinieri, two replicas would have been

missing to replace Signa's five bullets.

Law enforcement would not have had enough ammunition for a replacement without gaining possession of the Monster's

weapon.

If the police didn't substitute evidence, who could have?

The Monster.

Only the serial killer , in fact, with or without the help of an accomplice, could have had the shell casings and bullets to

substitute evidence in the Mele file and falsely claim the '68 crime.

In fact, this is exactly what happens in the novel inspired by the adventures of the Monster “Rabbit on Tuesday” by Aurelio

Mattei , psychologist and consultant to the Italian intelligence (curiously the book is dedicated to the “master” Ferracuti ), to

whom the original hypothesis of the “misdirection” is traced back.



Mattei imagines the serial killer protagonist of his novel using a ruse to access the evidence office of a court and replace shell

casings from an old crime with those from his own gun, obtained by shooting at an imaginary “Valle Verde” shooting range

south of the city.

The real Monster would have been better off than the protagonist in Mattei's book if the Signa findings were in the Mele trial

file, where his were later found.

There are two other differences between reality and Mattei's story:

The serial killer should have replaced the bullets as well , not just the shells.

He would have acted before the '74 crime .

A cover-up devised and executed by the Monster after 1974 would imply a coincidence in the use of a compatible weapon and

the same brand of ammunition in the 1968 double homicide.

In this scenario, the Monster would have discovered the existence of a crime similar to his own, previously committed in the

same province where he was active. Coincidentally, a .22 caliber pistol compatible with his own and the same brand of

ammunition would have been used in that crime.



Gelatin at the range, before the start of the test

with which I replicated the Signa bullets in 2021

It can't be ruled out. But it seems more likely that the Monster was already aware of the '68 crime before beginning the

murders attributed to him. In '74, the serial killer already knew which weapon and which cartridges had been used in Signa

because he had already consulted the Mele file .

The similarities are therefore not coincidences.

The gun used in the future crimes was purposely chosen from among those suitable for producing credible replicas of the

evidence in Signa. Only later was it used in the murders of the couples in Florence.

Replicas of the '68 bullets I made. The engravings on the first one were made after the fact with a tool that also accentuated the burr on the last one. This could have

been done without, given more time.

Trojan Horse

Where could the cover-up have occurred?

In the court registry of Perugia or Florence .



It's not necessary to resort to elaborate criminal plans to steal or insert objects into a criminal file, such as the one containing

the evidence from Signa.

Anyone with experience in the reading rooms of Italian criminal courts (myself included) would agree that it certainly

wouldn't be a "mission impossible" to steal or insert a small bag into a file without attracting attention, while the staff busily

deals with paperwork. Far from it.

That's not where the evidence is kept, after all.

Criminal files were taken to a bathroom adjacent to a consultation room. It's

unsafe to leave evidence of the crime among the trial papers.

Even if the real cartridge cases and bullets from Signa, like those from the Monster, had been in the Mele file, they would have

been at the mercy of anyone who consulted it, potentially even the serial killer.

A person experienced with firearms , finding the bag of evidence and reading the Zuntini report, would have immediately

understood that he could have claimed responsibility for the crime by replacing the evidence with replicas of a suitable gun .

A gun he would then have used to commit murders.

The substitution of the evidence would have represented a veritable "Trojan horse ," a more than valid reason to continue

using the same weapon.

Could it have been the Monster himself (the self-styled “friendly citizen” ?) who gave the Carabinieri the directions to Signa?

https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cavallo_di_Troia


An April 24, 1974, CID administrative report denounces the spread of unauthorized weapons on U.S. military installations.

Citing an excerpt from an investigation at a base, it highlights how it was discovered that 165 pistols were purchased by

soldiers in a six-month period in 1973 , 84 of which were "Saturday Night Specials" (cheap and unreliable small-caliber

pistols). Investigators determined that to purchase them, one simply had to prove one was over 21 and present a self-

certification declaring a clean criminal record.

An American soldier stationed in Italy could have shipped the pistol from the United States with his home supplies without

declaring it to the Italian authorities. The only requirement would have been to inform the local Provost Marshall.

This information can be found in a 1974 Department of the Army pamphlet, "Italy: Facts You Need to Know . "

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uva.x030450017&view=1up&seq=28


"Italy: Facts You Need to Know." In the "Weapons" chapter, the 1974 U.S. Army pamphlet explains how to import weapons into Italy while avoiding "complex customs

procedures."

The motive behind the "Zodiac" cover-up

I believe the original bullets and casings from Signa were truly carelessly left in the Mele file . This would explain how the

serial killer came up with the idea of ​​a cover-up . Their physical presence in the file may have prompted him to do so, which

he must have consulted only to obtain privileged information and claim credit for the crime with a letter claiming

responsibility.

The motive for the cover-up was the concrete risk that continuing his attacks on couples in Italy would have posed for him,

already a wanted man in his home country. If he doesn't want to give up the fame he covets, he needs a way to avoid

detection before returning to commit his rare crimes and "challenge" the police.

Zodiac (like the "Monster" later to be) isn't a casual serial killer. He's demonstrated his cunning and ability to outsmart

California law enforcement.

In the long letter dated November 9, 1969 , the serial killer responds to the provocations of the San Francisco police, who

"defamed" him by calling him a clumsy criminal, explaining that he disguises himself when he commits murders and that he

leaves no fingerprints because he applies two layers of "Superattack" glue to his fingertips and uses finger cots. He flaunts his

knowledge by writing that he knows the police can trace him through a product analysis of the household products he

purchased, and not just by checking the guns (he specifies that the ones he used would be untraceable).

https://ostellovolante.com/bus-bomb-letter-november-9-1969/


Stefano Mele accused himself and several

of his wife's lovers, but none of them

could be the Monster.

In the early 1970s, in Italy, "Zodiac" may have thought that without protecting himself in advance, the police would eventually

be able to trace him. This covert investigation would have offered him the opportunity to attack couples in Florence with

greater safety.

Furthermore, it has been seen that a typical Zodiac trait was the pleasure he took in ridiculing the police , as FBI profiler

Ankrom observes . The diversion would also have given him this satisfaction. Perhaps this is the main reason why he did not

get rid of his infamous .22 caliber pistol, which became the "signature" of his crimes .

Bevilacqua , a 20-year-old career soldier in the army, had an alibi for the Signa case , having been abroad in 1968. This would

explain why he may have initially been interested in that crime.

The future director of the American Cemetery in Florence had already been stationed at Camp Darby , near Pisa, for a few

years when, on April 1, 1974 , the Mele file (where cartridge cases and bullets from the Monster would be found years later)

was transmitted from the Court of Perugia to the Court of Florence.

Bevilacqua would have had the time, the ability and the motive to carry out the diversion.

“A citizen” and “a friend” are the signatures of the last possible letters of

“Zodiac” of '74

https://ostellovolante.com/friend-citizen-letters-february-3-and-may-8-1974/

